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THE 



PREFACE 



THE EDITOR of the following Abflraft 
met with fo much inftruftion in reading 
the Archbifhop of Cambray's writings^ as to 
incline him to feleft certain parts of them, 
with a view to his own profit in fome future 
time ; and having proceeded further in it than 
he at firft expefted, concludes to publifh them 
in a fmall volume for the benefit of others. 

And as this may come into the hands of 
fome who have not had opportunity of knowing 
much concerning this good man, the following 
fhort memoirs of his life, are added, written 

foon 
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foon after his tleath by one of his intimate 
acquaintance. 

When he accepted the Archbifhoprick of 
Cambray, he refigned the Abby of St. Vallery, 
which had been given to him by the King, with- 
out alking it for any of his friends ; the King 
wondered at it, and preffed him to keep it ; 
but he reprefented, that the revenues of the 
biflioprick being more than fufficient, he thought 
himfelf in that cafe wherein the canons forbid 
plurality of benefices. He relinquifhed, at the 
fame time, the priory, which he had from his 
uncle. S.o rare a difintereftednefs gained him 
great refpeft ; but it alfo occafioned a certain 
grudge againft him, in thofe perfons whom 
his example condemned. This was about the 
year 1695. 

The high favour he was now in feemed to 
promife a greater advancement j but there arofe 
a ftorm againft him, which carried him for ever 
from the court. He became acquainted with 
Madame Guyon, a religious and virtuous wo- 
man ; for whom he had conceived a favourable 
opinion, and refufed to condemn her writings, 

as 
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as was defired of liim.* This gave offence to 
fome of his foiiner friends, and he was repre- 
fenced as an obftinate man, mcapable of fub« 
miffion to the judgment of his brother prelates. 
They were funher difpleafed with a book he 
had written to explain his fentiments more 
fiilly : and with thefe impreffions the king was 
induced to confine him to his diocefe, and to 
deprive his relations of their emplojrments, and 
banifh his friends from court. His good under- 
flanding, and the purity of his life, were no 
longer confidered : his friend was to pafs for a 
whimfical enthufiaftical woman ; and himfelf for 
the promoter of a fenfelefs and profane feft. 

Thus confined to his diocefe, he there en- 
joyed that peace of mind which never fails to 

* This txctlleDt woman was much perfecuted by fome 
of the fii^ops, and at length in^prifoned ; where ihe re- 
mained fome years jQck, and in a fufiering condition. She 
often reqiseiled that her crime might be (pecified, and 
proved i^but her enemies not being able to make any- 
thing appe^ againft her, fhe was at length dif(;harged out 
of cuflody, and exiled to Blois, where ihe lived near twelve 
years^ ^hqnbured and refpefled; for her good underftand- 
ing^ fincere piety, pure and modefl virtue ; even by thofe 
who ksd the ilcongell' prejudices againil her, 
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accompany pure virtue. He applied himfelf to 
make men good and happy, by difcharging, 
with great care, all the funftions of his epifcopal 
charafter. . He afliftedat the eKaminatiofis of 
perfons who were about to be appointed to the 
minifterial offieCy and had conferences with them 
every week upon the principles of religion, iii 
which he liftened to their enquiries with great 
patience, and gave his anfwers with a fatherly 
goodnefs. 

Notwithstanding the diforders occafioned 
by the war, he was very iffiduous in the vifitation 
of his diocefe, and preached in every church* 
All his fermons came from the abundance of 
his heart, without being written down. In 
thefe publick . difcourfcs love was the great 
point iii which he made every thing terminate ; 
but it was fiich a love as produces, and perfefts 
all the Chriftian virtues. He avoided all refined 
ideas, and fuperfiuous ornaments, which are 
contrary to the fimplicity of tlie gofpel: and 
fought oiily to fpeak as becomes a good father, 
ib as to comfort, r<jlieve, and enlighten his 
flock. In confidering the ai&irs of the diocefe, 
he never took advantage firoiti his rank^ or his 
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talents to decide in any matter by his authority 
alone, without perfuafion. * The Ihcpherd,* 
he ufed to fiiy, * has yet more need of being 

* docile than the flock : he muft be continually 

* learning, that he may be able to teach, and 

* muft oftentimes obey, in order to govern 

* well. The wife man increafes his own wifdom 

* by that- which he gathers from another.* 

The Bifhop's praftice was agreeable to his 
doftrin/s, fcvere to himfelf : he did not, how- 
ever, aflfeft an auftere air, but was cheerful in 
all his deporinient. He flept little, and was 
very moderate in his diet : and allowed liimfelf 
no pleafuf e but what is found in filling up his 
duty. His chief recreation was to take the 
air ; and when he went thus abroad, he fpent 
the time either in ufeful converfation with his 
friends, or in feeking fome occafion to do good 
to the people. If he met with any of the 
peafants in his way, he would aik them quftions 
about the ftate of their family, and gave them 
advice how to regulate their litdc aflfairs, and 
to lead a rel'gious life. Sometimes he went 
into their cottages to fpeak to them of God ; 
^d to comfort them under the hardihips they 
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endured. He became, in a manner, one of 
theni, through the tendernefs of a heart deeply 
afFcfted with the love of a Saviour, who was 
poor. 

Pjoor himfelf, in. the midft of plenty, he 
gave almoft all his revenue away to hofpitals; 
young clergymen, who he educated; decayed 
gentlemen ; and perfons of all ranks, and of 
dijfferent nations, who, during the time of war, 
were within the reach of his generofity. 

But thefe things, which were generally ad- 
.mired in him, were nothing in comparifon of 
that divine life, by which he walked with God, 
like Enoch, and was unknown to men* It is, 
however, Chriftianity alone which can raife to 
that peace of the Holy Spirit, and inward tran- 
quility, which excludes, not only unprofitable 
aftions, but even ufelefs thoughts. This inter- 
nal quietude he endeavoured to attain, while 
he was outwardly employed in performing the 
duties of humanity, religion, and his vocation. 

The piety he taught was far from leading to 
a refined deifm, and an independancc on all 
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vifible authority ^ as his adverfaries infinuated, 
it furnifhed, on the contrary, the moft folid 
proof of tru€ Chriftianity. His thoughts con- 
cerning the {late of man by nature, are, that 
he is born difcafed, but that the remedy is 
ever at hand to cure him. The light, which 
enlightens every man that comes into the world, 
is never wanting. Every man fhall be judged 
by the law which he has known, and not by 
that which he has not. No one fhall be con- 
demned, but for neglecting to profit by what he 
kne^v : the religion of Chrift confifts in charity. 
The ceremonies and priefthood are but falntary 
aid to fuccour our weaknefs; outward and fen- 
fible figns to increafe in ourfelves and odier^ 
the knowledge and love of our common father^ 
Very foon thefe means fhall ceafe, the fhadow^ 
ihall difappear, and the true temple be opened^ 

Jesus Christ has taught us to look upoq 
this life, this fhort moment of our banifhment, 
here below, as the infancy of our being, ancjE 
as an obfcure night, in. which all the pleafurest 
we meet with are but tranfient dreams ; and all 
the evils we feel but wholefome bitters, to weaa 
us from the loye of this world, and make us^ 
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prefs forward to our true and native country. 
Penetrated with a ftnfe of our nothingnefs, our 
inability, and blindnefs, he would have us pre- 
fent ourfelves before him, the Being of beings ; 
that he may imprefs his image upon our fouls ; 
enlighten and animate us; and thereby produce 
in us the choiceft virtues, till at length being 
made wholly conformable to him, he (hall con- 
fummate us in his divine fellowfhip. This is 
that worfhip in Spirit and in Truth, of which 
the gofpel fpeaks. 

Thus the Archbifhop expreffes himfclf In 
fome of his writings, which (hews tjie good 
difpofition of his mind. In the latter years of 
his life, he had an opportunity of manifefting 
his love for his country, and for ftrangers, in 
an eminent manner. The war drawing near 
to Cambray, he became the admiration of the 
army, by his charity for the fick and wounded, 
and by the hofpitality of his houfe. His charity 
went To far as to hire houfes for the reception 
of the diftreffed." Such an expenfe might be 
thought exceffive, at a time when his revenues 
were much leffened by the neighbourhood of 
the army j but the wants of the diftreffed were 

the 
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iht raeafures of his liberality. His honfe war^ 
open, not only to pcrfons of diflinftion, but 
was a place of refuge to the poorcft people. 
The fudden motions of the armies, and the 
diforders that attended them, obliged fometimes 
whole villages to feck that fafcty in the town, 
which was not to be found in the open country. 
As many as could be conveniently were lodged^ 
in his houfe : and neither the painful fight of the 
condition of fome, nor the infcftious diforders 
attending others, could abate his zeal. He 
walked up and down among them, like a good 
father, fhewing, by his fighs, how much his 
heart was moved with compafEon. His prefencc 
and words tended to alleviate their diflrefs. 

' Tke veneration in which he was held, was 
not confined to the French army alone. He 
was no lefs refpefted by the enemy. The Duke 
of Marlborough, Prince Eugene, and the Duke 
of Ormond, fhewed him all forts of civilities. 
They fent detachments to guard his meadows, 
and corn ; and caufcd his grain to be conveyed 
to Cambray, lefl it fliould be carried off by 
their own forragers. Such a commanding power 
has true virtue over all hearts. As he was thus 
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loved and refpefted by ftrangers, fo he received 
them with great cordiality, qf whatever religion 
they happened to be» However, he made na 
other ufe of the efteem men expreffed for him, 
bjit to* do them good. His foul was raifed too 
high above the objefts , of human ambition to 
be dazzled with them. 

It is wonhy of notice with what facility he 
fuflfered himfelf tobe interrupted in any bufmefs 
he was about, that he might communicate him- 
felf to all, and give himfelf up to the difchargc 
of thofe duties, which daily, and even hourly^ 
occur^-ed : as it were for the exercife of his^ 
patience and meeknefs. It was thus that one 
day being obftrufted, in a work he had a mind 
to finifh, by one of his friends, who was leaving 
Cambray, and his friend endeavouring ta 
e^cciifc the interruption, he replied, " Be in 

no concern ; you do me more good by in- 

tcrruptkig me, than I fhould have gained by 

purfuing what I waa about/*^ 






However agreeable his converfation was 
in publick, it was more fo in private with his 
friends* Divine love was in him a fburce of 
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the purcft and moft generous friendfhip : tlic 
fentiments of his heart are pretty fully de- 
fcribed in a letter he wrote to his pnpi!, the 
Duke of Burgundy ; an extraft of which is as 
follows : 

■ " Divine love,** (he fays) *' is not always 
** accompanied with a fenfible fondnefs; but 
'* it is hearty, faithful, conftant, and effcftual. 
** Love will make utf bear every thing, fuffer 
*« every things hope every thing for our friend ; 
** it will furmount all uneafineffes, it will melt 
** with compaffion for the misfortunes of 
♦* others i it will weep with thofe that weep, 
** and rejoicG with thofe that tejoice. It will 
*' dp this, not by a conftrained outfide ap- 
^' pcarance, and a ceremonious complaifance, 
*' but from the abundance of the heart; in 
" which Divine love will be a living fourcc to 
" furnifh it with all the fentiments, and difpo- 
" fitions of the moll aflfeftionate and fubftantial 
" kindnefs/' 

He ufed much caution in his conduft, and 
way of behaviour, towards his friends. He 
law their faults, and bore with them with great 
mildnefs, and fweetnefs of temper: waiting 

- for 
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for the proper time of fpeaking^ and laid hold 
of it when it came. He alfo knew how to 
feafon his advice, in fuch a manner as that the 
moft janpleafmg truths did not give offence- 
Divine charity, (he fays) makes great allow- 
ances for the weakneffes of others ; bears with 
them; and treats them with gendenefs and 
condefcenfion : it is never over hafty in its 
proceeding : it may be neceflary to wait long 
for a favourable opportunity to give one finglc 
piecje of wholefome advice ; imperfeft virtuoi is 
captious, cenforious, fevere, and in^placable; 
but perfect vit^e is uniform, meek, affieible, 
and compaiHonate. ^^ k takes every biir^eii 
^^ upon itfelf, and aims chiefly at doing good. 
** It is this principle of difmicrefteduefs, with 
^* regard ' to ourfelves, and of compaffion for 
** others, which is the true bond of fociety.*' 

, This fwcet and mild difpofition in the Arch- 
bifhop, did not, however, hinder him from 
fpeaking the truth to his friends, when he 
thought it ncceffary ; he alfo was defirous they 
fl:ould ufe the fame freedom towards him, as 
appears by the manner of his writing, as 

follows : 
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** I RE<iufiST you, more than ever, not to 
•• ipare mc in telling me my faults, though 
•* yoa fhould think you difcover a fault in me, 
•* which perhaps I have not, the harm will 
'^ not be great. If your intimation and advice 
" offend me, I fliall thereby fee that you have 
reached the quick ; and thus you will ftill do 
me a great benefit, by inuring me to reproof, 
" and to a Chriftian lowlinefs of ipirit. The 
*• higher I am raifed, by my charaftcr, the 
^^ inore I ought to be humbled. And I hope, 
^' that far from weakening our union, it will 
" be a means to ftrengthen it/' 

Neither abfence, nor diftance, could leffcn 
his affeAion towards his friends, though he had 
not feen them of a long time- In one of his 
letters, he fays, '* Let us all dwell in our only 
'* centre, where we may continually meet, and 
*' be but one ! We are very near, though we 
" fee not each other; whereas people, who 
** are in the fame houfe, and chamber, may 
** live at a great diftance, as to a true fellow- 
*' ftiip: God unites and brings together the 
*' moft remote points of diftance, with regard 
'^ to thofe hearts that are united in him !'' 

Though 
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Though he was refigned to the divine will, 
yet nobody was more fenfibly touched with the 
iofs of his friends : true virtue regulates the 
pailions without extinguifliing them, and can 
reconcile the fcntiment$ of humanity with thofe 
of religion, fo that the one fhall not deftroy 
the other. He ufed to weep for the death of 
his friends, without biding his tears. Yet, in 
the midft'Of his grief, he ftill preferved his 
tranquility, and cpmfdrt^d thofe who mourned 
like himfelf, for theiofi fuftained. 

V 

I . I • . 

I • ■' • . i . . * » 

In the beginning of the year 171 5, he fell 
ill of an inflammation of his lungs, attended 
with a fever,^ which lafted about fix days, with 
lha!rp pains : during this time he gave all the 
tokens of a truly Chriftjan patience, meeknefs, 
and conftancy : in his laft moments, the only 
words he uttered, were, Not my.wilLy but thme^ 
be done. 

It appeared, after his deadi, that he haft 
not made it his caa^ to.accmnulate riches, tut 
died poor; as he haid lived, in a great meafure, 
without, money, and free fcom debts. 

' <• ' 
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WRITINGS OF FENELON, 



ARf HBISHOP OF CAMBRAY. 



7h€ Neceffity tf knowing /ind loving God. 

WE fhould confider that wc are nothing 
of ourfclves ; we are only what God 
inade us to Le, and only for fuch time as he 
pleafes. He need only withdraw his hand, 
which fupports us, to plunge us into the abyi's 
of our own nothingnefs ; as a ftonc, which wc 
hold in the air, fells by its own weight when 
we no longer hold it. We have not, therefore, 
being or Bfe, but through the gift of God. 

Again there are other bleilings of a flill 
more ptu-e and elevated kind : a good life is 
worth more than the life itfelf ; virtue is of a 
greater value than health ; re^litude of heart, 
and the love of God, are as much above any 
temporal gifts, as the heavens are above the 
eardi. If, therefore, without his help we can* 
not for one moment poflefs thofe fevours fa 
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grofs, how much more certainly muft he give 
us thofe fublime gifts of his love. 

O, my God, not to know thee then, is to 
regard thee as out of us, as an Almighty Being 
that gives laws to all nature, and has made all 
things vifible! This is but to know one part of 
that which thou art, and to be ignorant of that 
which is moil wonderful^ and mofl concerns 
thy reafonable creatures. 

That which elevates my foul, and infprres 
me with hope, is, that thou art the God of my 
heart; there thou dofl: all tliat pleafeth thee. 
When I am good, it is thou that makeft me 
fo : it is thou that animateft my foul, as my 
foul animates my body ; thou art more prefent 
imd intimate to me, than I am to myfelf. This 
felf, for which I. have fo much fenfibility, ought 
to be^a ftran^er in comparifon of thee: it is 
thou that gaveft it to me, therefore, thou re- 
quireft that I ftiould love thee more than it. 

What a comfort it is, O my God, to think 
, that every thing is the work of thy hand, all 
within and all without me. Thou art always 
with me. When I do evil, thou art with me, 
reproaching me for the evil I do, making me 
regret the good I have omitted, and Ihewing 
me a mercy which ffretcheth forth its arms to 
receive me. When I do good, it Is tKou ifa- 
fpireft me with the defire of it, and effefteft it in 
me ; it is thou that incliheft my heart to love 
tne good, and deteft the evil ; it is thou that 
^&i3Fcrcft, that entreateft, that edifieft my neigh- 
bour, 
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hour, that giveft alms. I do all ihefe things, 
but it is through thee, who caufcft me to do 
them. Thefe good works, which are thy gifts, 
become thy works ; but they are always thy 
gifts, and ceafe to be good works, when I re- 
gard them as my own, an4 when their being 
thy gift (which alone makes them valuable), 
efcapes my fight. 

O, Father of mercy, I will no longer reafon 
on thy grace, but filently refign myfelf to it : 
it does all in man, it is by it that I a6):, and 
that I ft)rbear, that I fuflfer, that I believe, that 
I hope, and that I love. If I obey its influence, 
it will be all in me ; by it I (hall effeA all ; it is 
this that moves the heart, but in the end the 
heart muft be moved, and thou doft not fave 
man without his co-operation : Therefore it is 
my bufmefs to work without delay, that I may 
not check that grace which impels me ; all the 
good I have proceeds from it, all the evil from 
myfelf. When I do good, it is that animates 
me ; when I do evil, it is becaufe I refift it. 
God would not that I fhould know more than 
this, every thing elfe would only ferve to 
nourifh in me a vain curiofity. 

When fhall v/e love God truly ? When fliall 
we feek him who feeks us, and carries us in 
his arms ? In his tender and paternal bofom we 
forget him ; it is the fweetnefs of his gifts, 
that prevents our refle^ng on the giver: thofe 
favours which he is every moment bellowing 
upon us, inflead of melting us into love, only 
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ferve to attraft our attention from its proper 
objeft. 

The mofl excellent prayer is nothing elfe 
but the love of God ; its excellency confifts 
not in the multitude of our words, for they 
are not neceffary to make known unto God the 
fentiments of our hearts. v 

True prayer then is that of the heart, and 
the heart can only a/k that which it dcfires. 
To pray then is tq defire, but this defire mud 
be according to the will of God. 

They always pray, whofe hearts always feel 
true love and defire. That love which is hidden 
in the bottom of their fouls, prays without 
ceafing ; even while the fpirit cannot be ac- 
tually attentive. God ceafes not to regard in 
the foul that defire which he forms himfelf, 
though the foul is not always confcious of it : 
it is a fccrct voice which perpetually draws 
down his mercies ; ic is this fpirit, which, as 
St.' Paul fays, Helpeib our infirmities ^ and 
tnaketh inter cejjion for us^ with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. * 

This love folicits God to give us what we 
want, to overlook our dcfefts, and regard the 
fmcerity of our intentions ; it blots out our 
fmaller offences, and pmrifies us as a confuming 
fire : it prays for us according to the will of 
God ; for we know not what to pray for as we 
ought, and would often alk what would prove 

* Romans viii. 16. 
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hurtful to us, as certain pious fervours, fenfibic 
taftes, and an apparent perfeftion, which would 
only ferve to nourifti the natural life, and a 
confidence in our own (Irength. 

. When we are bufied in outward things, and 
the difcharge of our duty in that ftate in 
which Providence has placed us, unavoidably 
caufes diftraftion, we neverthelefs carry within 
us a fire which never goes out ; but, on the 
contrary, nourifhes a fccret prayer,' which is a 
lamp inceflantly burning before the throne of 
God; if ive Jleep our heart waketb.* Bleffed 
are thofe ivhom the Lor d Jhall find thus waking. | 

To preferve this fpirit of prayer, fo neceflary 
to our union with God, we muft obferve two 
principal things ; the one is, to endeavour to 
nourim it ; the other, to avoid every thing that 
may deprive us of it. 

That which deprives us of the fpirrt of 
prayer, ought to fill us with terror, and calls 
for all our caution. Thus we ought to fly 
thofe vain companions who diffipate us too 
much, thofe pleafures which excite the paflions, 
every thing that awakens a relifli for the world, 
and thofe old inclinations which have been 
fatal to us. 

Meditation is not prayer, but it is the ne- 
ceflary foundation of it. It makes us fenfible 
of thofe truths which God has revealed to us. 
By meditation, we flialF learn not only the 
depth of the myfteries of Chriftianity, and the 

• Cant. V. t. t Luke xii. 37. 
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truths of the gofpel ; but alfo all that thefc 
truths ought to imprefs upon our minds, in 
order to our regeneration : thefe truths ought 
to be a long tinie finking into our hearts, as 
the dye by degrees tinges the wool that im- 
bibes it. 

A man who owes himfelf to the publick, 
would offend God, (hould he think himfelf in 
union with him, while he paffed that time in 
ineditation and retirement, which was neceffary 
for the difcharge of the duties of his employ- 
ment. 

The true union with God, confifls in ful- 
filling his will in the mofl wearifome and labo- 
rious duties of our ftate, without relaxation, 
and in oppofition to all our natural averfions. 

The general cautions againft diffipation are, 
to avoid as much as poffible, all comieftions 
and intimacy with people whofe maxims are in 
oppofition to thofe of Chriftianity ; efpecially 
when ihcfe infeflious maxims are fuch, as we 
have formerly been feduced by. They will 
cafily caufe our wounds to bleed afrefli, as they 
have a fecret intelligence with the bottom of 
our hearts, where there is a foft and infmuat- 
ing counfellor always ready to blind and be- 
tray us. 

The holy fcripture advifes us to judge of a 
man by his * friends. And indeed, how can 
he who loves God^ and defires no longer to 

* Ecclef. xiii, 20, 
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love any thing but through him, choofe for 
his bofom friends, thofc who neither love nor 
know God, and who regard fuch an afFeftion 
as a contemptible wcaknefs ? Can a hc:\n full 
of God, and that is fenfible of its own weak- 
ncfs, can it ever be at reft among thofe whofc 
fcntiments never agree with it, and with whom 
it is in cojjitinual danger of lofing all its trea- 
fure ? The tafte of fuch people, and the tafte 
that faith infpires, are abfolutely incompatible. 

I am very fenfible there are worldly attach- 
ments, which neither can nor ought to be 
broken. There are friends to whom we are 
bound by an efteem for their natural good qua- 
lites, by gratitude, by the attachment of a fin- 
cere friendfliip, and laftly, by the laws of de- 
cency, and neceflary intercourfe. To withdraw 
entirely our confidence and familiarity from 
fuch perfons, would wound them to the heart. 
But then, without breaking with them, or avow- 
ing any coolnefs, there are gemle and impcr^ 
ccpifible means of leflening our intercourfe 
with t^em. We may diftinguifti them from 
common acquaintances, converfe with them in 
private, and open our hearts to them on cer- 
tain fubjefts, where probity and frfendfliip are 
fufficient to enable them to give us good ad- 
vice, and where our fentmients may agree; 
though perhaps the very fame judgment in us, 
may proceed from motives more pure and ele- 
vated than any they are aftuated by. 

Finally, we may continue to fcrvc them with 

all 
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all the affiduity of the moft cordial friend fliip, 
without giving up our hearts to them. 

Nothing can be more dangerous than the 
neglcft of fiich precaution ; and if we do not 
in the beginning exert ourfelves courageoufly 
to render our piety free and independent of fuch 
irreligious friends, it is a piety that threatens 
approaching ruin. If a man, who is befet 
with fuch friends, is naturally weak, and his 
pailions eafily inflamed, it is certain thefe 
friends, be they ever fo Cncere, will draw him 
back from his devotion. I will fuppofe them, 
if you pleafe, virtuous, honeft, full of fidelity, 
and every thing that conftitutes friendfliip, in 
the eyes of the world. Yet all this avails not, 
nor will it prevent their corrupting him. The 
more amiable they are, the more they are to 
be dreaded. As for thofe who have not thefe 
amiable qualities, they muft immediately be 
given up ; and we fhould efteem ourfelves mod 
happy that a facrifice which ought to coft fo 
little, can be available towards a fecurity fo 
momentous, as that of everlafting life. 

Befides this care with regard to our com- 
panions, we muft carefully obferve fome hours 
to convcrfe with God alone, in folitude and 
prayer. Thofe who are in great employments, 
have fo many indifpenfable duties to attend, that 
they have little time left for this holy inter- 
courfe with God, unlefs they are very careful 
in the management of their hours : fo little, 
ihat if they have any inclination for amufe- 

ment* 
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mcnt, they will, with difficuky, obferve the ap- 
pointed hours, for the fervice of cither God or 
their neighbour. 

We muft then fteadily adhere to fome rule : 
the feverity of obferving it may appear cxccf- 
five; but without this regularity all will fall 
into confufion, we (hall become diffipated, re- 
laxed, lofe our ftrength, and become infenfibly 
more and more alienated from God ; nor fhall 
we perceive this wandering of our hearts, until 
wc have ftrayed fo far, that we have neither 
hope nor courage fufficicnt to enable us to 
return. 

Let us pray then, let us pray. Prayer is 
our only fafcty. Blejfed be God who hath 
not cq/i out my prayer^ nor turned his mercy from 
me* To be faithful in prayer, we muft be 
faithful in regulating all the occupations of the 
day with an inflexible refolution. 

Be content with your daily bread, and rc« 
member that in the wildcrnefs the manna they 
gathered for more than one day, prefently 
corrupted ; fo true it is, that the children of 
God fliould be wholly intent upon rightly em- 
ploying their prefent graces, without defiring 
to anticipate the defigns of his Providence upon 
them* 

In this way God will be your guide, and 
will himfelf travel with you, as he did hereto- 
fore with the Ifraelites, to lead them ftep by 

• Pf, Ixvi. 20, 
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ft^p through the wildernefs to the land of pro- 
mife. Happy will you be, if you fuffer God 
to take poffeffion of you, and to do in you 
what he pleafes, not according to your inclina- 
tions, but his deligns. 



. On Mortification. 

GOD calls us to a daily and hourly exercife 
of mortification^ And,, perhaps, it is a very 
confidcrable one to avoid every thing that is 
prejudicial to our health. But God regulates 
all in the heart he once poffeiFes : he accuftoms 
it gently to the prefcribed rule, deprives the 
will of a certain inflexibility, and removes a 
dangerous confidence in o,ur own judgment ; 
he blunts the edg6 of the defires, cools the 
paffions, detaches the man not only from out- 
ward objefts, but even from himfelf, and ren- 
ders him gentle, amiable, fimple, lowly in his 
cwii eyes, and ready to will or not will, accord- 
ing to his good pleafure. Let this be our 
ftate, as it is the will of God, and let us not 
;refift him. 

That mortification, that comes from the 
hand of God, is more profitable for us than 
thofe fenfible fervours in prayer, which are ac- 
cording to our own tafte and inclination. 

Very 
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Very frequently thofe mortifications which P^ 
confift in a conftant refignation to the ftrokcs 
of Providence, are more advantageous to us, 
than the greateft artificial aufterities which ren- 
der us more Angular, and tempt us to a vain 
complacency in ourfelves. He who conftantly 
accepts every, thing that happens in the order 
of Providence, and fecks nothing but what it 
gives, will find that every day will make him 
a partaker of the crofs of Chrift. Thefe croifes 
are as trulv the eiFeft of Providence, as any 
other thing the moft cflential to our life : they 
are our daily bread, which God never fuffers 
us to want, and are frequently the pureft mor- 
tifications zealous fouls can fufFer, as they pre- 
vent their monifying themfclves according to 
their own choice, and call them to a perpetual 
ftate of fuch mortification as is fuitable to the 
dcfigns of God. 

When we are not refigned to the humilia- 
tions of Providence, there is great reafon to 
fear that there is too much of illufion in thofe 
aufterities which our fervour inclines us to feek : 
this fervour is often deceitful, and I believe it 
is expedient to try our fouls by their fidelity to 
daily and providential crofles. 



On 
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On Self -r Enunciation. 

THE foundation of all our malady is a blind 
felf-love, which becomes a fpecies of idolatry. 
All that we love outwardly, we love only for 
ourfelves. We muft not be deceived by thofe 
generous friendfhips in which we appear to 
forget ourfelves, and think only of the inte- 
refts of thofe to whom we are attached. When, 
in the commerce of friendfhip, we have no 
fordid interefts in view, we purfue others which 
are more latent, more delicate, and more laud- 
able in the opinion of the world; but thefe are 
fo much the more dangerous and capable of 
corrupting us, as they afford a finer nourifli- 
ment to felf-love. 

Let us conclude, that the love of God alone 
can detach us from ourfelves. If the power- 
fill hand of God did not fupport us, we ihould 
not know where to fet our foot to take one 
Hep out of ourfelves. 

^ Nothing is a more effeftual bar to receiving 
this grace of felf-renunciation than ^ philofo- 
phical pride, and felf-loye, difguifed under the 
maik of a worldly gencrofity. The more we 
have by nature of candour, complacency iu 
virtue, delicacy of fentiment, a tafte for probity, 
and difinterefted friendfhip, the more we ought 
to ftrive to get loofe from felf, and fear the 
being delighted with thofe natural gifts. 

As 
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As it may be enquired what this felf-rcnun- 
ciation is, in fome other refpeds, I will add, 
we arc eafily convinced that it is our duty to 
renounce all criminal pleafures, unjuft acquifi- 
tions, and evident vanities: but it is not fo 
eafy to fee the neceffity of renouncing wealth 
which IS lawfully acquired, the fweeis of an 
innocent and reputable life ; and, finally, the 
honours which are the confequence of a good 
reputation. 

What makes it difficult for us to underftand 
that we ftiould renounce thefe things is, that 
we ought not abfolutely to rejeft them, but 
ftiould ufe them foberly, fuitable to that flate 
in which Providence has placed us. 

The comforts of a calm and peaceful life, 
are neceflary to fupport us under the difficulties 
annexed to every flate : with regard to honours, 
we (hould have refpeft to decency ; and to fup- 
ply our neccflities, fhould preferve the wealth 
we poffcfs. How then, it may be faid, do we 
r-enounce thofe things, while we employ our 
, care to preferve them ? The true way is, with- 
out anxiety to do all we can to preferve them, 
that we may make a fober ufe of them, without 
fettiiig'our aflfeftions on them. 

Thus the way to renounce things in thera- 
felvcs evil, is to rejeft them with horror ; but 
the way to renounce good things, is to ufe them 
with moderation as occafion requires, always 
fludying to retrench thofe imaginary wants, with 
which our avaricious nature would pamper iifelf. 

» Obferve^ 
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Obferve, that wc muil npt 9nly renounce 
evil, but good things; for Jefus Chrift has faid 
without reftriaion, Whofoever forfaketh not all 
that he hath^ he cannot be my difciple. * • 

Wc muft renounce thofe that are moft dear 
to us, and whom we are in duty bound to love ; 
this renunciation confifts in loving them only 
for God, enjoying the confolation of their 
friendlhip occafionally, and with fdbriety, being 
ready to part with them when it is the will of 
God, and never feeking in them the true repofc 
of the heart. This is the chaftity of true Chrif- 
tian friendfliip, which feeks the heavenly fpoufe 
in a mortal and terreftrial friend. In this man- 
ner we ufe the creatures and the world, as if we 
vfed them not, according to Su Paul's expreffion : 
we defure to ufe what God bellows, and love 
them fo far as it is his will we fhould ; reftrain- 
ing ovir hearts iii the ufe of them, and referving 
qur affeftions for a more proper objeft. 

It is in thi$.fenfe that Jefus Chrift v^ould have 
us renounce father, mother, brethren, fifters, 
and friends. If at the bpttopi of our heart we 
arc attached to any creatures more than to Gqd, 
our heart is no longpr wprthy of him. 

After having renounced all • outward things, 
tl\cii comes the laftfacrificc, whirls that of all 
vnthiQ us.; and thajt is in reaJBty renouncing our- 
fplvQK. We arc a$ much, captivated with our. 
Uttderilandingy our wifdbn(i, and our virtue, as, 

* Luke xyr« 27. 
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a woman of this world is with her beauty ; wc 
regard them with the fame complacency ; wc 
delight in being thought wife, temperate, and 
free from the intoxications that difordcr others; 
and by this Aieans we become intoxicated with 
the vauhy of not appearing to be fo in profpc- 
rity, and of renouncing, by a courageous mode- 
ration, all that the world moft prizes. 

O how dangerous is this (late ! How fubtil 
is its poifon! How certainly (hall we offend God, 
if we pefign out hearts to this refined felf-love ! 
Wc mnft then denounce all enjoyment of, and 
all naturil coftiplacency'in our own wifJom and 
virtue; 

Remember, that the more excellent the gifts 
of "God are, the more jealous he is of them. 
He dcfires we fliould be attached to him alone, 
and not to his gifts, be they ever fo excellent, 
only fo far as is according to his dcfign, to 
ixtrke w the more intimately to himfelf. Who- 
ever regards with complacency, and as hts own 
proJ)eity the gtacds he has received from God, 
^converts them into poifon. 

Let t» beware then of appropriating to oiir- 
felves, not only oimwat-d things, as our talents^ 
and tte favour w6 ft and in with men, but alfo 
the internal gifts of God. The goodnefs of 
our will is not lefs the free gift of God, than 
our being and life which come from him. We 
muft live then as debtors ; all that is in us, and 
aU that we are, is but a loan from God, to be 
ufed according to the intentioQ of the knddr; 

B 2 and 
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and never to be confidered as at our own dif- 
pofal, and as a poffcffion that belongs to us. 

It is this fpirit which appropriates nothing to 
itfelf, and this limplicity with regard to ourfelves 
to follow the' motions of God, in which con- 
fifls the folid renunciation of ourfelves. And 
when this defire is in the bottom of the heart, 
God himfelf leads us as it were by the hand, 
and exercifes this renunciation in the daily 
occurrences of life. . 

It is not by painful refleftions and continual 
contentions that we renounce ourfelves ; but by 
abftaining from all felf-feeking, and being wil- 
ling to be as God pleafes that we lofe ourfelves 
,in him. 

We fee in ourfelves many real good inten- 
tions, but we fhould be terrified did we perceive 
to how many things we are ftill attached. It is 
not indeed wilfully and preraeditately that we 
have thefe attachments ; we fay not in ourfelves, 
I have them, and I defire to have them ; but, 
notwithftanding, we really have them, and are 
fometimes afraid of digging too deep, left we 
ihould difcover them : we are fenfible of our 
weaknefs, and dare not proceed. 

Sometimes alfo we are willing to examine 
ourfelves to the bottom, that we may facrifice 
all to God } but this is only a fit of zeal, like 
that of Peter's, when he faid, Lordj I am ready 
to go with theey both into prifon and to death. 
And afterwards was terrified by the queftion of 

a fervant maid. 
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Wc feck to difcovcr all our defcfts; and "God 
direfts us in this enquiry. He refoies us a liglrt 
too ftrong for our ftatc of grace : he fuffers u« 
not to perceive in our heart, that which it 
is not yet the fcafon to deprive us oL It is a 
wonderful procedure^ of the Divine goodnefe^ 
never to folicit us inwardly to forfake aught 
that we have hitherto loved and poffeffed, with- 
out fuitably enlightening us ; and that his light 
never direfts us to niake any facrifice which he 
does not give us flrength to perform. 

Wfi nntay reft in peace, provided we are 
iatthfiil to what we know. Whatever elfe is 
jaeceflary for us, God will reveal in his awn 
time. It is in mercy that God thus conceal^ 
from .us fuch things as we are not yet able to 
hear. We have a certain impatient zeal for 
our own pezfe&ion, which is dcfirous for imme- 
diately feeing and facrificing^ all: but an humble 
confidence, while under the hand of God, is 
more.ufeful towards accomplifliing the death of 
felf, than all our uncafy efforts to advance our 
own perfeftion. 

Let us then be content to follow the light of 
the prefent moment, without looking funhcr* 
It is our daily bread, which God gives us only 
for one day; it is like the manna in the wilder* 
lie6 J and he that would g<^ier a double por- 
tion, and make provifion for the enfuing day, 
trofely deceives bimfelf. It will corrupt in hig 
ands, and he Will have no more of it to feed 
on, titan he wljo gathers for one day* 

B3 It. 
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Itk this child-like dependance on God, to 
which he would fain bend our fpirits. He 
difpehfes his internal light, as a prudent mother 
aiEgns to her daughter the talk fhe is to per- 
form, and as foon as it is finiihed, allots her 
smother. 



Virtue. 

THE praftice of virtue does not confift in 
words; they can never fuffice to attain the 
kingdom of God. It is to be attained only by 
a perpetual violence, which we muft offer to 
ourfelves ; a violence, when the torrent of the 
world is to be refiftcd, which prevents our 
doing good, after having fo frequently been 
the occafion of 6ur doing evil; a violence, when 
we are in part to renounce what is neceffary> 
that we may not be deceived, in too readily 
imagining that we have relinquiflied what is 
fuperfluous ; a violence, when we are to mortify 
our fpirits, not thinking we have done fufEcrent 
when we have mortified our bodies ; a violence, 
for being perfeftly contented in whatever ftatc 
we are, without defiring more conveniences, 
more honour, more health, or any other com- 
pany, not even that of good people. Laftly, a 
violence, to arrive at that degree of indifference, 
which is neceffary for a Chriftian, who has no 
will but that of his Creator, to whom he leave* 

the 
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the fiiccefs of all his affairs, though he employ $ 
himfelf in them ; who afts fuitably to his con- 
dition, but does fo without anxiety ; who takes 
pleafure in looking up to God, and docs not 
fear the being retarded by him ; who hopes 
that the eye of God will be upon him for the 
correftion of his faults; and who peacefully 
relies on his mercy, with regard to the punifh- 
ment of them. 



Salvation* 

SALVATION is not to be attained merely 
by ceafing to do ill ; we muft alfo add to it the 
praftice of that which is good. The kingdom 
of heaven is too great a treafure to be beftowed 
on the timorous flave, who only abftains from 
evil bec^ufe he is afraid to commit it. God 
defires to have children that fliould love him 
for his goodnefs, and not flaves, who only ferve 
him through the dread of his power. We 
muft then love him, and confcquently do all 
that true jove infpires. 

Many apparently well-meaning people deceive 
thcmfelves on this fubjeft : they are jealous of 
their liberty, and afraid of lofing it by devoting 
themfcjves too m^ch to piety : but they fhould 
confider, that they are not their awn^ but God's, 
who has created them folely for himfelf, and 
ought to rule them as he pleafes. 

• 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
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jigainji Temptations. 

THERE are two things to be done with 
regard to temptations. Thefirft is to be guided 
by our inward light, in retrenching, without 
delay, as far as we are at liberty, all that may 
nourifli or awaken the temptation. I fay, as 
far as we are at liberty ; becaufe it does not 
always depend upon us to avoid what excites 
to evil. What is incident to the ftate in which 
Providence has placed us, is not fuppofed to be 
in our own power. 

The fecond rule is, when tempted, always 
to .turn to God, and not difquiet ourfelves by 
confidering whether we have not already in 
;part confented, fo as to interrupt the immediate 
tendency of our heart to God. By examining 
too -clofely whether we have not been guilty of 
fome infidelity, we are in danger of being again 
TOvolved in the teiliptation. The ihotteft and 
'fui'cft method is to aft like a cliild at the breads 
avho, if it is (hewn a frightful monfter, ftarts 
i)ack ^ith horror, and finks into the bofom of 
its mother, that it may no longer perceive it. 

The praftice of the prefence of God, is of 
all. others the moft fovereign remedy ; it com- 
forts,' fupports, and calms us ; we muft not be 
furprized even at the mofl fliamefdl temptations* 
Myfm^ ikys the fon of Sirach, if thou come to ' 
Jerve tbv Lord, prepare thy /out for terffptation. 

m 

• Ecdes. xi, i* 
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Every thing in this world is temptation.— 
Croffcs tempt us, by irritating our pride, and 
prolpcrity by flattering it. Our whole life is a 
continual warfare, but a warfare -in which Jefus 
Chrift fights for us. 

We mufl march on, though temptations fur- 
rounds us ; as a traveller, furprized by a ftorm, 
wraps himfelf up in his cloak^ and proceeds 
notwithftanding the foulnefs of the weather. 

With regard to what is pafl, when we have 
iatisfied our confcience by a fmcere repentance, 
evinced by the adual foifaking of our fins, we 
have nothing to do but to caft all our iniquities 
into the abyfs of mercy. 

When an involuntary remembrance of pafl 
troubles occurs, we fhould remain confounded, 
and as it were nothing in the prefence of God, 
peacefully bearing in his adorable fight, all the 
fhame and ignominy of our fins, without feeking, 
cherifhing, or recalling the too dangerous re- 
membrance of them. . 



On Sorrow* 

WITH regard to fuch a kind of fadnefs as 
deprefles and centrals the heart, there are two 
rules, the obfejvation of which feems to me of 
g;reat importance. The firft is, to remove this 

farrow 
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fojTOW by filch means as Providence has fur- 
niflied us with : for example, not to burthen 
ourfelves with laborious bufmefs, fo as to iink 
lander a load greater than we are able to bear ; 
to fpare not only the powers of the body, but 
-likewifc thofe of the mind ; to fet apart hours 
for prayer, for reading, for enlivening our 
fpirits by pious, nay even by cheerful conver- 
fation, fo as at once to recreate both our bodies 
. and mmds, fuitably to our hecdTuy. 

We fliould alfo have fotti'e wife and difcrcet 

perfon, to whom we might unburden our hearts 

of every things ex:cept the fccrets of another ; 

for this is a comfort that J)eculiarly eafefs ita 

.Ticai^ heart. 

Troubfcs, too long rctaiincd in the heart, frfc- 
^uently burft it; .^\^feereas, if wt jcoiild vent thetti, 
we fhould fee they were n^ 'defevinjg of nH the 
bitteraefs they cauifed. ^ 

The fecond rule is^ peacefiiHy to bear afl in- 
voluntary emotions of foi*oW» Ihward 'difc^- 
ragements expedite our progrefs in the road of 
faith, provided they do not ftop us, and that 
the flothfulnefs of the foul does not yield to 
this forrow, which if permitted, would conquer 
all its powers. A ftep taken in this ftate, is 
more valuable than ^ thoufand taken when the 
foul is in a more fweet and comfortable difpo- 
fition. 

This fenfiblc cdumgc, which renders every 

thing eafy, which docs and fuffers all things, is 

often deceitful, as it nouriflies felf-confidence, 
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md a certain elevation of heart. This courage^ 
liQUgh fomctimcs wonderfully edifying to the- 
irorld, nourifhes within us a fccret fatisfaftion, 
ifkd inward teftimony, which is a fubtle poifoa. 

We rclifb our own virtue, are delighted with 
it, we would pofTcfs it, and arc pleafed with its^ 
ftrcngtb. 

A weak and humble foul, who finds no re* |/ 
(puree in itfclf, who fears, is troubled, and 
fprrowful ; who cries out, like our Lord on- 
the crofs. My God, my Gody why haft tb$K 
fcrfaken me ? is ipuch more purified, more dead 
to all the defires of fclf, than thofe brave fouls, 
who enjoy in peace the fruits of their virtue. — 
Happy foul that is thus bruifed by God, and 
wbom he deprives of all flrength in itfeif, that' 
it.B^y.be fupportcd only by him ; who is fen- 
fible of its own poverty, and is content ; who 
bears, befides outward croifes, this great inward 
one of the defpondcncy of the heart, without' 
whkh aU others avail but little. 



THERE are two things which efpecially 
difquiet ; the one is to aaroid'a certain difiipa- 
tion, the other to bear up againft deje^ion and 
melancholy^ As to diilfipation it wiU never be 

remedied 
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remedied by ftraincd reflcftions. Do not hope 
to do the \cork of grace by the fprings and 
ingenuities of nature. Be content to give up 
thy will without referve to God, and never 
regard any ftate as grieyous, but accept it with 
refignation to the Divine Providence. 

Be not troubled that the fenfible prcfencc 
of God is often withdrawn ; content thyfelf in 
the courfe of the day, with a general view of 
God, fo that if at any time thou art aiked, 
what is the difpofition of thy heart, it would 
be true to fay, it aims at God, though fome 
other objefts might outwardly require its at- 
tentibn. With regard to the wanderings of 
thy imagination which are unavoidable, be not 
too much grieved at them. We?<^en diftraft 
ourfelves by the fear of being diftrafted, and 
afterwards by the regret of having been fo. 

We Ihould fay to a man, who fpent his time 
in confidering the fells he might poffibly meet 
with inftead of proceeding on his journey, Go 
on, go on : I fay the fame to thee ; Go on, 
without flopping or looking behind. Walk^ 
fays the apoftle to the Theflalonians, that ye 
may abound more and more.* The aboundings in 
the love of God will reftify miftakes much 
more effeSually, than thy difquiet and uneafy 
returns to fclf. 

• iThcff. iv. I. 
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HouO we ought to watch over ourfehes* 

With regard to watching over ourfclvcs^ 
the following appears to me to be the beft 
manner of praftifing this vigilance. The wife 
and diligent traveller always watches over his 
fleps, and has his eyes upon that part of the 
road which is immediately before him : he is 
not inceflantly turning back to count his fteps, 
and examine the road he has pafled ; this 
would be lofing that time in which he ought to 
proceed on his journey. 

A foul whom God really leads by the hand^ 
ought indeed to watch over its way, but then 
it mould be with a iimple and tranquil vigilance, 
confined to the prefent moment, and without 
any uneafinefs proceeding from felf-love. This 
vigilance is a continual attention to the will of 
God to fulfil it every moment, and not a return 
to ourfelves that we may be afTured of our 
(late, which God would have us ignorant of. 
Wherefore the Pfalmift fays. Mine eyes are ever 
looking unto the Lord^ for be Jhall pluck my feet 
out of the net.* 

Obferve that to guide his feet aright, in the 
way where the net is laid, inftead of cafting 
his eyes down to the ground to examine all his 
fteps, he lifts them up unto the Lord. We 
can never watch better over ourfelves, than 

c when 
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%vhen we walk with God always prefent before 
our eyes, as he direfted Abraham to do. And 
in eiFeft, to what fhould all our watchfulnefs 
tend, . but to follow ftep by ftep the will of 
God ? He who conforms himfelf to it in all 
things, truly watches over himfelf, and every 
tiling is fandtified to him. 



On the inward teaching of God's Hofy Spirit. 

IT is certain from Scripture,* that the fpirit 
of God dwelleth in us, that it afts^ there, that 
it there prays without ceafmg, that it there aiks 
for us what we ourfelves know not how to alk 
for, that it animates us, fpeaks to us in filence, 
fuggefts all truth to us, and unites us fo to it- 
felf, that we become f one fpirit with God. 
This is what the teachers who are furtheft re- 
moved from die inward life cannot avoid ac- 
knowledging. Yet notwithftanding thefe prin- 
ciples, in their pra^ice, they aim at fuppofing, 
that the outward written law, or at moft a cer- 
tain light, derived from Scripture and reafoning, 
is what inwardly enlightens us, and that aftef- 
wards our reafon afts of itfelf from that in- 
ftruftion. They efteem riot enough that in- 

* Rom. viii. John xiv. 
f 2 Cor. vi. 17. He that is joined to the Lord^ is one 
j^prit. 
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rd teacher, which is the Holy Spirit, and 
ich effefts all in us. He is the foul of our 
1 : we could not form a thought or defire 
: through him. Alas, how great then is 

• blindnefs ! we efteem ourfelves as if alone 
this inward fanftuary ; and J quite the con- 
ry, God is more intimately there than we 
•felves. 

Perhaps it will be faid. What then are we y ' 
3ired? Yes, without doubt. Without the 
Lial infpiration of the fpirit of grace, we 
lid neither do, will, or believe any good. 
e are then always infpired, but we incef- 
tly ftifle this infpiration. God ceafes not ta 
ak, but the noife and hurry of things with- 
t, and our paflions within, deafen, and hin- 

• us from attending to him. We muft filencc 
;ry creature, we muft filence ourfelves alfo, 
hear, in a profound ftillnefs of the foul, this 
xprefTible voice of Chrift, the bridegroom of 
: fouls. We muft be very attentive, for it 
I foft and ftill voice, which is not to be heard 
t by thofe who liften to it alone. O how 
iom does the foul keep filence enough to let 
>d fpeak ! The loweft whifper of our vain de- 

:s, or felf-love attentive to itfelf, difturbs all ^ 
: words of the Spirit of God. We hear '^ 
in enough that he alk$ for fomething ; but 
know not what he fays, and are often glad 
: to underftand it. The fmalleft referve, the 
ft regard for'felf, the leaft fear of under- 
iding too plainly, that God aiks more than 

c 2 we 
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we are willing to give him, diflurbs this inward 
voice. Shall we be furprized then, if fo many, 
even pious pcrfons, but ftill ftfU of amufements, 
vain defires, falfe wifdom and confidence in 
their own virtues, cannot hear it, and regard 
this inward voice as a fanatical chimera. Alas, 
what would they be at by their difdainful rea- 
fouings ? To what purpofe would the outward 
word of teachers be, and even of the Scriptures, 
if it were not for the inward voice of the holy 
Spirit, which gives them all their efficacy? Th^ 
outward word of the gofpel itfelf, without this 
living efficacious word within, would be but an 
empty found. It is the letter that alone killeth, 
and the fpirit that alone giveth life. O word, 
O eternal and all powerful word of the Father, 
it is thou that fpeakeft in the bottom of our 
fouls4 That word which proceeded dlit of the 
jnouth of our Saviour during the days of his 
-mortal life, would not have had fo much vir- 
tue, nor been productive of fuch fruits' on earth, 
but becaufe it was animated by this word o\ 
life, which is the word itfelf. This made Peter 
fay. Lord J to whom Jhall we go ? Thou hajt 
the words of eternal life. * 

It is not then only the outward law of the 
gofpel, which God (hews us inwardly by the 
light of reafon and faith; it is his fpirit that 
fpeaks, that moves us, that operates in us, and 
animates us : fo that it is this Ipirit, which does 

• John vi. 68, 
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in us all the good we do, as it is our foul that 
animates our body, and regulates all its motions. 
It is then true that we are continually infpircd, 
and that we do not live the life of grace, but 
fo far as we partake of this inward infpiration- 
But, O my God, few Chriftians are fenfible of 
this ; for there are very few, who by their vo- 
luntary diffipation, or their refiftance, do not de- 
ftroy it^ This infpiration inftils into us obe- 
dience, patience, fweetnefs, humility, and all 
the other virtues neceflary to every Chriftian. 
It is an invitation in the bottom of the foul to* 
obedience and refignation, fuitable to the de- 
iigns of the love of God : it contains not inr 
itfelf any prefumptive or illufive fnare : on the 
contrary, it preferves us in the hands of God^ 
attributing every thing to grace, without de* 
ftroying our liberty ; and leaving nothing to* 
pride or imagination. 

Thcfe principles being laid down, it muft be 
acknowledged that God Jpeaks incejfantly in us. * 
He fpeaks in impenitent fmners j but they being, 
deafened by the noife of the world, and their 
paflions, cannot hear him : his. word is tathemv 
as a tale. He fpeaks alfo in penitent fmners ;; 
thefe feel a remorfe of confcienee, and that re- 
morfe is the voice of God, which reproached: 
them inwardly for their fms. When thefe fan- 
ners are effeftually touched, they find no diffi- 
culty in underftanding this fccrcL voice j for it 
k that which fmites tKem fo fliarply. It is* 

^ Thomas a Kempis^ Lib. 3. C. iii> Se&» 3.. 
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in ihem the two-edged fword St, Panl fpcaks of; 
it goes to th£ dividing a/under of the foul and 
fpirit. * God caufes himfclf to be felt, tafted, 
and obeyed^ they hear this foft voice, which 
conveys into the bottom of their heart a tender 
reproach, and by this the heart is broken. 
This is true and pure contrition. 

God fpeaks likewife in enlightened and 
learned perfons, whofe outward lives are regu- 
lar in all things, and who are apparently 
adorned with many virtues : but very fre- 
quently thcfe perfons, being full of themfelves 
and their own knowledge, hearken too much to 
themfelves to hear God. They reafon upon 
every thing ; they do every thing upon prin- 
ciples of human wifdom and prudential rules^ 
which would be better done through the chan- 
nel of fimplicity, and docility to the Spirit of 
God. Thefe perfons fometimes feem ,to have 
more goodnefs than others ; and they have it 
in a certain degree ; but it is an adulterated 
goodnefs. They are mafters of themfelves, 
and would always be fo according to the capa- 
city of their reafon ; they would be always in 
the hand of their own council : they are ftrong 
and great in their own eyes. O my God, / 
** thank ihee^ with Jefus Chrift, that thou haft 
«* hid thy fecrets from the wife and prudent, 
** and haft i^evealed them unto babes.** It is 
only children thou art familiar with. Thou 

♦Heb^iv. 12. 
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trcatcft others after their own way. Thcjr 
defire knowledge and fplendid virtues ; thou 
giycft them Aiming parts, and makeft them 
great. But this is not the beft porticm.. There 
is fonnicthing more referved for thy dear chil- 
dren* They-repofe themfelves with John, on 
thy bofom. As for thofe great ones who al- 
ways dread {looping and becoming litde, thou 
lettcft them remain in their grcatnefs ; they 
fhall never tafte thy careffes and familiar inter- 
courfe* 

I have often remarked, that a finner of fmalt 
natural underftanding, when he becomes fen- 
fibly alFcfted with the love of God, and a fenfc 
of his errors, is more difpofed to hear this m- 
. ward language of the fpirit of grace, than fome 
enlightened and learned perfons, who are grown 
old in their own wifdom. God, who feeks 
only to communicate himfclf, finds not room in 
thofe fouls, fiiU of themfelves, and fo long 
nouriflied by their own wifdom and virtues : 
but he converfes freeiy with the fimple, and as 
the Scriptures fay^ iuifecret is with the righ* 
teous.* 

It is very uncommon for fuch as are entirely 
devoted to God to fall into deliberate fins. 
Small faults appear great in our eyes, in pro- 
portion as the pure light of God increafes in 
our fouls ^ as the rifing fun difcovers fo us 
with more exaftnefs and clearnefs thofe objefts 

• PrOY,iii. J2. 
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•whrch, during the night, we could only fee 
confufedly. The mcreafe of inward light will 
difcover many hnperfeilions, in a far worfe 
light than they have hitherto appeared* Many 
miferies will be feen to flow out of the hearty 
which were little fufpefted to be found there. 

A foul that depends on God' alone, is not 
furprifed at the fight of its own wretchednefs ; 
it is contented to fee thai k can do iK)thingy 
and that God alone can do alt. 

One important rule is to abftain from fin: 
let us beware of refiftiug or extinguiftiing the 
Spirit of God, who inwardly warns us of 
it. Faults, committed through precipitation or 
weaknefs, are trifles, in comparifon of thofe 
where we are deaf to the- fecret voice of the 
blefled Spirit, which i^eaks in the bottom of 
our hearts. 

When any thing is requtred from thee that? 
j^ems hnpoffible to nature^ fay to thyfelf. No- 
thing is impoifiblc to God. 

We muft not be difcouraged either by the 
experience of our weaknefs^ or the diflike of a 
bufy life if we are engaged in it ; it is a mercy 
from God that we, bewail this perturbation j 
and the bewailing it is an antidote which pre* 
vents its corrupting our hearts. 

When we flumble, or even fall, let us think 
ef nothing but rifing agaia, and renewing our 
courfe; 

Be difcouraged at nothing, but fupport thy- 
felf with humility m inequalities,, weaknefles,, 

and: 
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md troubles : .blefs God for the progrefs 
others make in virtue, as fincerely as if thou 
hadft made it thyfeif. 



On Fidelity in /mall Matters. 

IT is in piety, as in the economy of tempo- 
ral goods : we fliall be fooncr ruined by the 
ncglea: of trifles than by great expcnfes. 
SVnoever knows how to make fmall matters 
turn to the beft account, will, in fpiritual as 
well as temporal affairs, amafs great riches* 
rhc greateft fums are only iinall ones accumu- 
lated and carefully coUedled. He who leta 
ttothtag be loft will foon grow rich. 

Befides, we (hould confider that God does 
not fo much regard our aftions, as the motive 
of love which incites us to perform them, and 
the compliance he requires of our will. Men n/ 
judge of our aftions only by what appears out- 
wardly, God accounts as nothing, all that is in 
them moft glaring in the eyes of men. 

What he would have, is a pure intention, a 
will ready for all things, and pliant in his hands, 
with a fincere detachment from ourfelves. All 
this is often exercifed with lefs danger to our 
pride, and in a way that tries us more feverely 
on common occaixons, than on the moft extra- 

, ordinary. 
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ordinary. Nay, we often value a trifle more 
than a matter feemingly of great importance j 
■we ftiould, perhaps, find more diiEculty to rc-- 
nounce a favourite amufement, than to beftow 
a large fum in alms. 

We the more eafily deceive ourfelves in 
fmall things, as we believe them innocent, and 
imagine ourfelves lefs attached to them. Never- 
thelefs, we may eafily perceive by our concern 
when it pleafes God to deprive us of them, 
how exceffive and inexcufable our enjoyment of, 
and attachment to them was. Befides, if we 
are negligent on fmall occafions, we fliall often 
give offence to our family, our domefticks, and 
the world. They cannot imagine that we are 
fmcerely pious, when in particular inftanccs 
ihey perceive us remifs and irregular. What 
reafon have they to believe, that we fhould, 
without hefitation, make the greateft facrifices, 
when they fee that we decline the fmalleft ? 

But what is of all other things the mod 
dangerous is, that this negleft of trivial matters 
accuftoms the foul to infidelity. It grieves the 
holy Spirit, we become abandoned to our own 
will, and regard as nothing an offence againft 
God. On the contrary, perfeft love cfteems 
nothing little, every thing that can either pleafe 
or difpleafe God feems important to it.. Not 
that perfeft love fills the foul with uneafincls 
and fcruples, but it fets no bounds to its fide- 
lity, it works fimply with God ; and as it docs 
not embarrafs itfelf with things that God re- 
quires 
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ires not of it, fo it never hefitates upon what 
does require, whether it be great or whether 
be fmali. It is not then by uneafinefs that r 
: become faithful, but by a fentiment of love, 
lich is free from the fears and difquiets of a 
•upulous foul. We are, as it were, drawn on 
• the love of God, nor da we wifh to aft 
hierwife than we do. Whilft God urges the 
111, with regard to the fmalleft particulars, 
d feems to deprive it of all liberty, it finds 
elf enlarged, and enjoys a profound peace in 
m. O how happy is the foul in this ftate ! 
s for thofe who have naturally lefs exaftnefs, 
ey ought to obferve a more inviolable law 
ith regard to fmalt matters. They are tempted 
defpife them; to count them as nothing; 
ey do not enough confider the confequence 
' them ; they do not reprefent to themfelves 
le infenfible progrefs of the pafTions; they 
ren forget their own fatal experiences. They 
loofe rather to promife themfelves an imagi- 
iry fteadinefs, and to confide in their own 
)urage, which has fo often deceived them, than 
) be fubjeft to a continual fidelity. It is a 
ifle, they fay. Yes, it is a trifle, but fuch a 
ifle as is every thing to you, a trifle to which 
ou are fo attached as to refufe to part with it 
) God; a trifle, which in order to excufe the 
rfufal of, you defpife in words, but in reality 
ich a trifle as you keep back from God, and 
s will prove your deflruftion. It is not a 
reatnefs of foul which raduces us to defpife 
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fmall things : on the contrary, it is by having 
too limited views, that we regard any thing as 
finall, which is attended with fuch important 
(Confequenccs, The more difficulty we find in 
attending to fmall things, the more we ought 
to fear our negligence, and miftruft ourfelves. 
He that contemtieth fmall things Ihall fall by 
little and little. 

Fear not this continual attention to fmall 
things. At firft fome fteadinefs and! courage 
will be neceffary ; but it is a felf-denial you 
have occafion for, that will conftitute your 
peace and fecurity ; without it you cannot have 
cither. God will by degrees render this flate 
fweet and eafy. True love is attentive without 
pain or contention* 



On Tranfitory Motions'y on fidelity^ and 

Simplicity. 

WHENEVER a motion of vain compla- 
cency, felf-confidence, haughtinefs, and impa- 
tience at the weaknefs' of others, or at the 
troubles of our own ftate, is perceived, we 
fliould let all thefe things fall as a ftone to the 
bottom of the fea^ and muft defer afting till we 

arc 
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are in iucb a difpofitlon as recoUe&ion pugbt tp 
put us in. 

J£^ through the furprifc of paffion, any malig« 
naot cmouon of nature ihouid efcape us, v? 
muft not be difcouragcd ; but (till purfuing our 
courfe> bear in peace before God the humiC- 
auon of our fault : by the inward confufion It 
occaiionsy it will ferve to promote the death of 
fclf, to prevent the appropriation of the gifts 
of God, and to caufe us to confider ourfdves 
as nothing before him. 

The principal thing is to renounce our own 
wifdom by a fimple conduft, and to be ready 
to facrifice the favour, eileem, and approbation 
of the world whenever God fo conduAs as to 
render it expedient. We are not to meddle 
with fuch things as God requires not of us, 
nor needlefsly expofe ourfelvcs, by alTcrting 
truths which well meaning people are not yet 
able to bear. 

When God gives the fignal, we muft part \/ 
with and hazard all to follow him. To heC- ^ 
tate, to ftop, to faint at what he would have 
us do, to dread the cxpofing ourfelves too 
much, to be willing to Iheltcr ourfelves from 
all difgufts and contradiftions, to feck plaufible 
excufes to difpenfe with our performing certain 
good aftions, attended with difficulty and trou- 
ble, when we are convinced in our confcience 
that God expefts them from us, and that he 
has placed us in a ftate to accompliih them; 

D this 
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this would be to retake ourfelves, after having 
devoted ourfelves to God. 

Beware of this infidelity. Nothing is fo ter- 
rible as inwardly to refift God ; it is the fin 
againft the Holy Ghoft, which Jefiis Cbrift af- 
fures us, Jhall not be forgiven^ neither in this 
^orldy neither in the world to come.'^ This rc- 
fiftance infenfibly extinguilhes the fpirit of grace 
in the heart* 



We are not to judge of the Virtues^ which mt* 
nvardly appear in ourfelves or others^ according 
to Human Ideas. 

IF we are furprifed at the weaknefs and cor- 
ruption of men, it is a fign we have not dived 
deep enough into the miferies of human nature 
in general, and of our own in particular. If 
we expeAed nothing good from men, nothing 
that is evil in them would aftonifh us. Our 
aftonilhment proceeds then from our regarding 
humanity as fomething, whereas it is nothing, 
and worfe than nothing. The tree ought not 
to furprife us, when it bears its natural fruits. 
But all our admiration is due to Jefus Chrift, 

* Matt. xii. 32. 
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into vrbont wc were grafted, as St. Paul fayf , 
-when we were wild grapes^ and inftead of our 
former bitter fruits, produce the delicious fruits^ 
of virtue^ Be not deceived by the moft fpc- 
cious appearances of human virtue, which i^ 
poifoned by vain complacency and felf-confi- 
dence. That which is highly ejieemed amongst 
men^ is abomination in the fight of God. * 

Let us ceafe to judge of virtues and vices, 
according to our own opinion which felf-love 
has depravcdg^ and according to our falfe idea 
of greatnefs. . There is nothing great, but that 
which abafes itfelf before the fole and fovereign 
greatnefs. The bias of our heart makes us 
endeavour to be great ; but God would hum- 
ble and leifen us in his hands. Let us fufier 
him to do fo. 

Many people, who feek God, are often full 
of troubles ; npt that God authorifes their im- 
pcrfeftions; but becaufe their imperfeftions 
retard them, and prevent their advancing to 
him in the ftiorteft way. They cannot advancer 
quickly, for they are burthened with them- 
fclves, and a long train of fuperfluities. Some 
are ignorant of their own hearts, and imagine 
themfelves attached to nothing, though they 
are attached to every thing. They are flat- 
tered by their own reafons, while they weigh 
thofe of others by the weights of the fanftu- 
ary j and by this means, while they talk of 

* Lukexvi. 15. 
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nothing but righteonihefs and fidelity, they be- 
come really unjuft. . 

Th^ arc prejudiced againft fuch as they arc 
jealous of: this jealoufy, which conceals itfclf 
in the moft inward reccffes of the heart, exag- 
gerates the fmalleft defefts ; they are foil of 
their neighbours failings, and cannot be filent 
with regard to them. Hence proceed artful 
criticifms and ill offices, which they are guilty 
of, without being intentionally fo. 

'There are faults committed through paffion 
tod frailty, that we eafily comprehend are not 
incompatible with fincere piety ; but we do not 
as clearly underfland, that other faults, which 
tire the confequence of illufion, felf-love, and 
cuftom, are compatible with a fincere intention 
to pleafe God. It is true this intention is 
neither pure nor fl:rong enough ; however, 
though weak and imperfeft, it is fincere within 
its own limits. A perfon is covetous, but he 
perceives it not ; it is hid under fpecious pre- 
tences ; he calls it economy, a care to avoid 
wafte, a prudential forefight. Another is en- 
vious, but perceives not this malignant paflion 
which conceals itfelf ; it dare not appear, the 
fight of it would be produftive of too much 
confofion } it therefore difguifcs itfelf, and 
fometimes deceives the perfon that is troubled 
with it, more effeftually than thofe who exa- 
mine it with critical eyes. A third is foil of 
afperity, difficult to be pleafed, and apt to 
take oiFencc on all occafions : all this is the 
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efFcft of felf-intereftedncfs ; but this interefted- 
nefs adorns itfelf with many fpecious reafonings. 
I conclude, therefore, that fome good people 
have imperfeftions mixed with their good will ; 
becaufe their will, although good, is (till weak, 
divided, and retarded, by the fecret fprings of 
felf-love. 

Our very ardour againft the defefts of others, 
is in itfelf a great defe£h That difdain at the 
mifery of others, is a mifery that does not fuf- 
ficiently kno\j itfelf When fhall we regard as 
nothing all that is in ourfelves or others ? God 
is all good, the xrreature all evil. 

The light of God alone can, by its increafing 
in us, enable us to penetrate the abyfs of evil, 
which is in the heart of every man. But while 
it ihows the depth of this evil, it fliows alfo 
the good that God blends with it. It is a mix*, 
ture of good and evil that \je can fcarce per* 
foade ourfelves of. The fcrvants would fepa- 
rate them, but the mafter of the family fays,. 
Let both grow together till the tinie of harveJiJ^ 

The chief thing is, not to be difcouraged at 
fc| fad a fpeftacle, nor to carry our diftruft too* 
far. People, who are naturally open and con- 
fident, are more dejefted and diftruftful than 
ethers, when they are by experience difcou- 
raged from being fo. There is much to guari 
againft from this quarter, efpccially when our 
Situation expofes to our view the miferies o£ 

•* Matt, xiii; 30. 
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mortifies trs hj placing us in a ftate of per* 
plexity and fubjeftion. 

The mortification that comes by the direftioa 
of God, will be more beneficial than the delights 
of prayer, made according to oyr own choice and 
fancy. So much retirement is not neceflary iff 
order to love God : when he affords us leifurc, 
we muft take it, and profit by it ; till then, let 
us exercife our faith, by firmly believing that 
whatever he gives is beft for us. ■ 

Let us fuffer patiently whatever comes acrofs. \ 
God deals with us according to our wants ;^ and' 
as we are fenfible of the truths of reKgion, it 
is more requifite to be mortified than to receive 
new lights. 

A ftate of drflipation is to be feared, but fhis: 
may be avoided by filence. If we arc faithful 
to remain filent when it is not neceffary for 
us to fpeak, God will not fuffer us to be diffi- 
pated by ufeful converfation. 

1 hefe mortifications, which we choofe our* 
felves, do not deftroy felf-love fo effeauafly as. 
thofe which God daily diftributes to us. Thofc 
have nothing in them which can fupport our 
felf-will : and as they come immediately from 
a merciful Providence, they bring with them, 
a grace proportioned to all our neceffities- 
We have, therefore, nothing to do, but daily to 
refign ourfelves to God, whO' carries us in his 
arms, as a tender mother does her child: let us 
believe, hope, and. love, with all the fimplicity 
of children; in all our neceffiiies, let us turn 
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jilt* eyes towards our heavenly Father : behbld 
Dehat he fays in the Scriptures, Can a woman 
^orget her fucking child ^ that Jhe Jhould not have 
impqffim on the fon of her womb? Tint^ tbey 
may forget^ yet will I not forget thee.* 



On the Advantages of the Crofs. 

WE fitid it difficult to be convinced of the 

• > ■ * . . 

mercy of God in loading thofe he lov'es with . 
crdjSes. Why, fay they, fhould he delight In 
btii" fufferings ? Cannot he make Us good with- 
dut making us miferable ? Yes, withdut doiibt, 
Cr<i<i cbuld do fo ; for nothing is imppffible to 
&!m. He holds in his Almighty hands the heslits 
bf the children of men, and turneth them as 
fic ipleafeth. But God, who has power to fa^c 
ti^ without the crofs, has riot willed it fo : in 
like manner as he has willed that men Ihould 
arrive at maturity by degrees, and firft pafs 
through all the diftrelles and weakneffes of child- 
hood, rather than be born in the full ftrength 
of riper years. In this he is the Mafter ; our 
part is to be filent, and adore his orofound 
wifdom, although we do not compreh»d it*— 
Thus much we clearly fee, that we cannot 

• Ifaiah xVai. 15, 
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become truly good, but in proportion as wc 
become humble, and detached from felf, fo as 
to render all to God* 

The operation of grace which detaches us 
from ourfelves, and takes away felf-love, muft, 
without a miracle of grace, be painful. God 
does not in the operations of grace, any more 
than in thofe of nature, daily work miracles* 

It would be as great a miracle in grace to fee 
a perfon full of himfelf, become in a moment 
dead to all felf-intereft and fenfibility, as to fee 
the child that went to bed laft night, rife this 
morning as tall and ftrong as a man of thirty. 
God conceals his operations in the courfc of 
grace, as well as nature, under an infenfible 
fucceffion of events, and by this means keeps 
us in the obfcurity of faith. He not only ac- 
complifties his work by degrees, but by meai^s 
the ' moft fimple and fuitable for its fuccefs ; 
that the means appearing fuitable to the end, 
human wifdom may attribute the fuccefs to 
fecond caufcs, and fo the finger of God be Icfs 
obferved ; otherwife all that God eflfefts would 
be evidently a perpetual miracle, which would 
deftroy that faith in which he would have us 
live. 

It is to preferve us in this obfcurity of faith, 
with regard to the operation of grace, that 
God renders it tedious and painful. He makes 
ufe of the inconflancy and ingratitude of the 
creatures, and the difgufts and difappointments 
we experience in profperity, to detach us from 
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ourfelves, and that deceitful profperity. He 
prevents our being proud of ourfclves by the 
experience of our weaknefs and corruption, 
which is manifeft by our numberlefs relapfes. 

We defire to be fuddenly confumed by the 
iSames of pure love ; but this would coft us 
fcarcely any thing : it is the excefs of our fclf» 
love that makes us deCrous to become thus per- 
fe& in a mement, and at fo cheap a rate. 

Of what then can we complain ? Our evil is 
that we are all attached to the creatures, and 
ftill more, to ourfelves. God prepares a fuc- 
ceflibD of events, which by degrees draw us 
from the creatures, and in the end from our- 
felves. This operation is painful ; but it is our 
corruption which renders it neceffary, and 
occafions all the pain that we fuffer. If our 
flcfh was found, the furgeon would make no 
inciiion in it : he only cuts in proportion to the 
depth of the wound, and fo fer as the flefli is 
corrupted : if the operation is painful to us, it 
is becaufe of the extremity of our diforder. Is 
it cruelty in the furgeon to cut to the quick ? 
No, quite the reverfe ; it is afFeAion, it is judg- 
ment ; he would thus treat his only fon. God 
deals with us after the fame manner. His 
fatherly heart does not feek to vex us : but he 
cuts us to the quick, in order to heal the ulcer 
in our hearts. He muft take from us what we 
love too much; what we love with an irregular 
and faulty love ; what we fo love as to t)e pre- 
judicial to the love of him. And what is the 
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confequence of this treatment? He makes us 
cry, like children, when a knife is taken from 
them, with which they were playing, and might 
have hurt themfelves. We weep and difcouragc 
ourfelves ; we arc ready to murmur againft God, 
as children that are vexed with their mothers. 
But God fuffers us to cry, and faves us. Evjea 
when he appears to overwhelm us, it is for our 
advantage, and to prevent the injury we would 
do to ourfelves. What we lament the lofs of 
here, would have made us lament eternally* 
What wc efteemed loft, was reallv loft when yrc 
imagined we poffeiTed ir. God has fecured it, 
that he may fpeedily reftore it to us in an ap* 
proaching eternity. 

He deprives us of things we love, that wc 
may love them with a pure, folid, and tempe- 
rate love ; and that he may fecure to us the 
everlafting enjoyment of them in his bofom^ fo 
as to do us an hundred fold more good, than 
we ourfelves know how to defire in them* 
. In the creation of the univerfc, his wifdom 
meafured and weighed the fmalleft atom. It is 
he that each moment produces and renews the 
breath of life which animates us ; it is he who 
numbers our days, and holds in his Omnipotent 
hands the keys of the grave, to open or to 
Ihut it. * 

What ftrikes us moft, is as nothing in the 
fight of God ; a little more, or a little lefs of 
life, is a difference which difappears in the 
prcfence of his eternity. Of what importance 
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is it whether this weak vefTel, this body of clajr, 
(hould be reduced to aflies a little fooner, or a 
litde later ? 

O how contrafted are our views of things ! 
We are alarmed to fee a perfon die in the 
Qower of his youth. We cry out. What a lofe 
is this 1 But to whom 4s the lofs ? What does 
he* lofe that dies ? A few years of vanity and 
illufion, to be fpent in danger of eternal death* 
God takes him away from the midft of his 
iniquities, and haftens to (hatch him from this 
corrupted world, and his own weaknefs. What 
io they lofe who mod loved him ? They lofc 
the poifon of a worldly felicity ; they lofe the 
Forgetfulnefs of God and themfelves into which 
iiey were plunged ; or rather, they gain by the 
efficacy of the crofs, the blefiednefs which comes 
from detachment. The fame fh-oke that faves 
fiim who dies, prepares others (whom their 
brrows detach from themfelves) coiurageoufly 
:o work out their falvation. 

What difference is there now between two 
Derfons who lived an hundred years ago i One 
)f them furvived the other twenty years ; but 
low they are both dead. Their feparation, 
vhich at that time appeared fo long, does not 
ippear fo to us, and was in truth but a ihort 
eparation. Some regard themfelves as if they 
vere immortal, or at lead as if they had many 
ears before them. O the folly of human 
eifdom ! Thofe we fee dying every day, follow 
lofe upon thofe who are already dead. The 
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man who this day fcts out on a Journey, would 
not think himfelf at a great diibmce from him 
who fct oflF but two days before him. Life'' 
glides away like a torrent. The paft is but as 
a dream ; the prefcnt, when we think we enjoy 
it, flies from uis, and finks into the abyfs of the 
paft.; the future will be of the fame nature, and 
will as rapidly pafs by us. The days, the 
months, the years, like die waves of the fea, 
flow one after another : in a few moments, in a 
very few I fay, and all fhall be ended. 

It is true we fuffer, but then it is by the will 
of God, in order to purify us, and render us 
worthy of hinu The world fmiled upon us, 
and this jMrofpcrity poifoned our hearts. Would 
we fpeod all our days, even to the moment of 
our death, in that ifoftncfs, that delicacy, that 
vain joy, that fplendor, that triumph of pride, 
that rclifii for the world which is at enmity with 
Jefus Chrift, and that diftance from the crofs, 
which alone ought to fanAify us ? 

Tlie world will frown upon us ; it will un- 
gratefully forget us, ^aid ceafe to acknowledge 
us ; it will confidcr us as in the clafs of thofe 
things which no longer exift. Well, and are 
we to be furprized that the world continues to 
be like itfclf, unjuft, deceitful, and perftiimis ? 
Yet it is this world we are not afhamed to love.- 
It is from this world that God would draw us, 
to deliver us from its cnrfed flavery, that we 
may enter into the liberty of detached fouls. 
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O my God, thou who feeft the foundation 
of our mifery, it is thou atoue that canfl; heal 
it. . Hafte then to beftow on us faith, hope, 
I0VC5 and that Chriftian fortitude which we want^ 
Grant that wc may incetfantly look up to thee, 
O Father Almighty, who giveft nothing to thy 
children but what is <:onducive to their falvation. 

Lift up my heart, O toy God ; Give me one 
that will fear only to difpleafe thee. Lord, 
thou fceft the weaknefs of thy creature, who 
has no rcfource in himfelf, every thing fails him j 
and fo much the better, provided thou dofl not 
fail him, and that he feeks in thee ail thz.t be 
•dcfpairs to find in his own heart. 



On Crojfes. ^^ 

ALL th^t is painful in our way to God, are 
crofles, which we muft patiently bear, and they 
will be a means of uniting us to him, if we 
endure them humbly. The things that confound 
and overwhelm our pride, will do us ftill more 
good, than fuch as animate our virtue. We 
have need to be caft down, like Paul at tht 
gates of Damaicus, and to be deprived of aill 
rcfource but in God alone. 

Nature only infpires an hiatighty and difdtiin- 
ittl coiu:age» and is provoked at thofe perfons 
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that God makes ufe of, in order to humble us^ 
We muft bear his crofles in filence, with an 
humble peaceful courage ; being ftrong in God, 
but not in ourfelves ; great through the fwcet- 
' nefs of patience, and little through humility. 

When God, in the humiliations he fends us, 
wounds us even to the quick, fo mtich the 
better : it is the merciful Phyfician that applies 
a remedy to thofe diforders he hjis a mind to 
heal : let us be filent, and adore the hand that 
ftrikes us : let us not open our mouths but to 
fay, " I have well deferved it.** Be the cup 
ever fo bitter, we muft drink it even to the 
dregs, as did Jefus Chrift. He died even for 
his murderers, and has taught us to love, blefs, 
and pray for thofe who ate the caufc of our 
fufferings. 

In the feafons of adverfity and temptation wc 
ought to be doubly earneft in our prayers. Wc 
fliall find in the heart of Jefus dying on the 
crofs, all that we want in our ovm hearts, to 
engage us to love thofe whom our pride prompts 
us to hate. 

When we love the crofs, it is but half a crofs, 
bccaufe love foftens every thing ; and we fuffcr 
much becaufe we love little. Happy is he who 
fuffers much, and wretched is he who fuffers 
not with Jefus Chrift ; for we are come into 
this world only to be made perfe£b through 
fuflFerings. 

God tries us by ficknefs, and by outward 
fubjeAions, all wnich wc muft turn to our 
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advantage. All our croffcs are ncccffary for 
us. When we fuflfcr much, it is becaufe wc 
have many attachments that fhould be cut oiT. 

Croffcs arc our daily bread : our foul has 
occafion for a certain portion every day, in 
order to detach it from itfelf, as the body {lands 
in need of a certain quantity of food to nourifh 
it* We (land in need of croffcs, and fliould be 
deflkute of all good, was not God careful to 
mm the life of this world into bittemefs, in 
carder ta detadi us from it« 

The crofs is never without its fruit, when wc 
receive It in the fpirit of facrifice, Wc muft 
accept it, adoring the hand of God, who lays 
It on us only for our fanAification. Bieffed is 
he who is always ready, and never fays, it is too 
much ; who depends not on himfelfi but on the 
Almighty} who defires no more confohttion 
than God is willing to give hiin-; and whoffc 
Rourifhment is the pure will of God*. • 

There are in croffcs fo many marks of mercy, 
diat if nature is afflicted, hkh ought to rejoice. 
It is in the crofe we fuid peace, by fubmiffion 
and the facrifke of our pleafurcs-. Thus far 
does God urge the foul to bring it from all that 
is not himfelfp. What then is to be done, but 
to embrace the prefent crofsy and fuffer our- 
felves to be crucified'? When he has thoroughly 
crucifiedy he comforts us; but dbes notas the 
creatures dt), give us poifonous comforts to 
aourifli the venom of fclf-IoveJ His comforts 
ace pure and iblid* 
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The' peace that is experienced in fubmiifion^ 
without any outward alleviation, is a grrat 
gift : by this God acciiftoms us to be exercifed 
without being dejcifted. Though our too 
flothful nature Ihould be caft down, our heart 
remains firm ; it is a peace fo much the purei*, 
as it is barren. 

The confideration of the right of God over 
US his creatures, and that of our own wretched- 
jiefs^ which deferves nothing but humiliations 
and crofTes, is the bread that. ought to nourifh 
OS in all trials. Let us fufier God to a6l ; men 
can avail nothing: fometimes, when all feems 
to be liaft, all is in reaHty iaved. God is pleafed 
to caft tis down, and raife us up again by his 
hand alone. 

' The croffes, which we choofe for ourfelves, 
are fcarcely any thing : it is God alone who 
knows how to crucify us. 

The croffes which are fent by God, and 
under which he would have us bend, will not 
in themfdves fupprefs our pride : it is only by 
a renunciation of our fpirit in filence before 
€rDd^ that we ihall become humble and foftened 
thtoiigh his grace. 

. The croffes of an anxious folicitude, with 
regard to futurity, are not according to the will 
of God : we have no unfiion to fuppcMrt us in 
them ; nor ihall we fuffer them but through 
an infidelity which alienates us from grace ; fo 
that they are always bitter, all is darknefs, nor 
is there any refource j and the foul that would, 
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through curioiity, tafte this forbidden fruity 
finds in it nothing but death and rebellion 
without confolation*. This is the cffcA of not 
trufting God, and daring to penetrate into thofe 
fecrets of which he is jealous. 

Let us then ihut our eyes with regard to all 
that God conceals from us, and that he keeps 
in ftore in the treafures of his wifdom : let us 
adore without feeing : let us be filent : let us 
continue in peace. The crofles of the prefenc 
moment always bring with them proportionable 
grace, and confequently their mitigation : we 
then fee the hand of God which manifefls itfelf 
in them. 

Jefus Chrift fays, Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thertrf.^ The evil of each day is converted 
into good, when we fuflfer God to aft. What 
are we that we fhould fay to him, * For what 
* reafon do(t thou do this ? ' He is the Lord, 
and that is fufficient. It is the Lard: let him do 
whatfeemeth bimgood.\ Whether he raifes us 
up, or cafts us down; whether he ftrikes or 
comforts us ; whether he bruifes us, or heals 
our wounds; whether he gives life or death, 
he IS always the Lord ; we are but his work- 
manfhip. What does it iignify, fo he is glorified, 
and his will accomplifhed in us? Our comfort 
ought to be the certainty that he wills our 
falvation. 

Let us come out of ourfelves; let us no 
longer love ourfelves with a diforderly love, 

* Matt. irl. 34.. t 1 Sasii iii. i9. 

and 



C 5^ ) 

and the w3i of God, which will m ail things 
unfold, itfelf, will alfo comfort us in whatever 
he brings to pafs around us, or in us. 

When our heavenly Father tries us here bc;- 
low, with a variety of temptations both inward 
and outward, let us rejoice j for it is by fuch 
afflidions, that our faith more precious than 
gold is purified. Let us rejoice, that we thus 
prove the delufion and emptinefs of all that is 
j^ot God ; for it is by this experience, that we 
are drawn from ourfelves and the defires of the 
world. What, fhall we be difcouraged when 
it is the hand of God that hafteils to perform 
his work? This we every day wi&thac he may 
do, and yet when he begins to do it, we are* 
troubled ; our ftoth and knporkies refill the*: 
hand of God* A piety without croffes is merely 
ideal. 

Whilft we remain ftnit up in owrfclves^ we 
are expofedtothe contradi6)»on»oif n)en> our 
paSions clafh with thofe of Ofur neighbotirs j: 
the fen^ility of our paj9ions^ ati^ the jeatoufy^ 
©f our pride, render us open to attacks flrom 
all fides ; there is no peace or hope in otn> 
fclves, while we are at the mercy of a troop 
of covetous and infatiable defires, and whife 
we know not how to content this me^ tha« is^ 
fo jealous, fo delicate, and' io fufpicibus of every 
thing that touches it. 

Hence it ctwnes ta pafs> that in our inter- 
courfe with our neighbour, we are like a fick 
man who ha& languifiied a long tune ia bed:: 
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there is no part of his body but what is fore to 
the toQch : difeafed felf-Iove is fo foftened by 
itfelf, it oinnot bear to be touched, without 
crying out. To this delicacy add the rudenefs 
of a neighbour, fo full of imperfections, that he 
does not even know them himfelf, and likewife 
the reproaches of that neighbour againft our 
imperfeAions which are as great as his. Thus 
do the fons of Adam punifh each other : be- 
hold in all nations, all towns, all communities, 
all families, and even between two friends, the 
martyrdom of felf-love. 

The remedy by which peace is to be found, 
is to come out of felf. We mufl: renounce it, 
and facrifice all felf-intereft, that we may no 
longer have any thing more to lovej to fear, or 
to be folicitous about. It is then we tafle the true 
peace referved for men of a good will; that is 
to fay, for fuch as have no other will bm that 
of God, ii^hich becomes theu-s. Then men 
can, do no more to us ; for they cannot lay hold 
of us either by our defires or fears. Man has 
no power againft us but what is given him by 
God, and that power being the will of God, 
is ours alfo. In this ftate we place our trea« 
fure fb high, that no hand can reach to deprive 
us of it. They mangle our reputation, but 
we fubmit to it ; for we know how good it is 
to be humbled when God humbles us. We 
arc difappointed in fnendihip} fo much the 
better ; he is the only true fnend who is jea- 
lous of all others, and who detaches us from 
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them, to render our attachments more purc^ 
We arc haraffed, conftraincd, and reduced to 
fubmiflion, but it is God that does it, s^nd that 
is fuflEcient: we love the hand that bruifes us, 
and we find peace in all thefe troubles : bleiTed 
peace that attends us even to the crofs [ 

The more perfeft our refignation, the greater 
will be our peace: if there ftill remain fomc 
attachments, and fome defires, our peace is. 
imperfeft : when all cords are broken, then 
there is unbounded liberty. Let difgrace, pain, 
and death, fall upon me, while I hear Jefus 
Chrift, who fays tome. Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body^ and after tbat^ have no more 
fower that they can do.^ 

O how weak are they, even when they de- 
prive us of life ! Very contra&ed is that power 
which can only break an earthen veflel ; that 
can oidy kill what of itfelf dies daily : they can 
haften a little that death, which ,is in ia3 a 
xieliverancc ; after which we efcape out of tbdr 
hands into the bofom of God, where all is 
permanent peace. 

We are in this world only to fuffcr; woe 
dnto thofe that have their confolation in this 
world ! They will not find it in the next. This 
life is the feafon of temptation and trials, to 
corred, purify, and wean us : when we have 
no more to fufier, we fliaU no longer have 
occaiion to livej as a patient^ when coredt is 
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iifcharged from an hofpital : it is only by fuf- 
'cring that our cure is effed-ed. 

We mufl never think of thofe who difquiet us, 
>ut in order to forgive them ; we muil regard 
Grod in them, who makes ufe of them to exercife 
>ur humiticy, our patience, and our love of the 
:to{s. We (hall hereafter, in the prefence of 
Grod, fee how ufeful they have been to us who 
bave cfiicified us, by nailing us to the crofs with 
fefus Chrift. The pains they caufe will foon 
pafs away, but the fruit refulting from them 
will be everlafting. 



On Senjibility in Troubles. 

THIS fenfibility is, by our great Creator, 
Dterwoven in our conftitution, in order to 
xercife our patience and refignatioh* Let us 
hen enter into his deiigns. Temptations are 
cccflary for us ; but let us remember he always 
roportions them to our ftrcngth. Thofe within, 
s well as thofe that are from without, all tend 
> crown us with viftory, if we are faithful in the 
ombat. Inward temptations are, however, more 
fefiil, as they more immediately humble us, and 
lake us fenfible of our inward corruption.-— 
liofe from without, ferve to fhow us the malig- 
ity of our neighbour, while thofe that proceed 
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ffotn within, make us fenfible diat we are as 
much depraved in our difpofitions as the reft of 
the world. 

Let us, with a humble confidence, bear the 
temptations that fpring from our own hearts, 
as well as the ftorms we encounter from others. 
Pride often renders us imeafy and dqeded, at 
the experience of that inward oppofiuon which 
proceeds from our paffions : it wifhes to have 
aM in fubjeftion, that it may glory in the com- 
bat, and behold with com^acency its own 
perfeflion. 

Let us then endeavour to be faithful, by 
turning our will entirely to God ; let us in all 
tempefts comnut ourfelves to him, who means 
CO fhow us by them, the fhipwrecks to which 
we fhould be expofed, did not his Almighty 
hand preferve us in them. 

Should our frailty fo far prevail as to make 
us voluntarily fall, then let us humble ourfelves, 
and k)fe no time to return to God : but let it 
be done with calmnefs and refolution. Let us, 
when fallen, rife again, and vigoroufly renew 
our courfe, without being difcouraged at the 
fight of our folly. 
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The necejftty of the Purification of the Soiil^ with 
refped to the gifts of God. 

GOD, though apparently fo fevere, never 
cauies^, any to fufFcr for the fake of fuflfering. 
He ftrikes only to heal ; the feverity of the ope- 
ration proceeds only from the evil that mull 
be taken away : he would make no incifion if ^ 
all was found. — Judge, therefore, how deep 
and envenomed rauft our wounds be, fince 
God, who is fo tender of us, caufes our fuf- 
ferings to be {o (harp. 

Thus as he makes us fufFer only in order to 
our cure, fo he fometimes deprives us of his 
gifts, that he may reftore them to us an hundred 
fold. Through love he deprives us of the 
pureft of his gifts, when we poflefs them im- 
purely. The purer our gifts are, the more 
jealous is he of appropriating or direfting them 
to ourfelves. The moft eminent graces are 
the mod deadly poifons, if we reft in them, 
and regard them with complacency. It is the 
fm of the fallen angels ; they only turned to 
themfelves, and regarded with complacency 
their ftate ; at that inftant they fell from hea- 
ven, and became the enemies of God. 

ITiis example (hows how little men think of 
thofe fins which are the greateft of all ; yet it 
is very rare to find a foul fo pure as to poflefs 
the gifts of God with purity, without afluming 
I property in them. When they think of 

F God's 
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Cod*s graces it is for themfelves. They arc 
grieved and dejefted when all fenfible reliih 
and perception of grace is taketi from them : 
in fliort, it is felf and not God that engroffes 
their thoughts. 

From hence it comes to pafs, that all percep- 
tible virtues have need to be purified, becaufe 
they, nourifli the natural life in us. Corrupt 
naiLure can derive food even from thofe graces 
that are the moft contrary to nature : felf-love 
is fed, not only by aufterities and humiliations, 
by fervent prayer and felf-denial, but even by 
the pureft felf-dereliSion, and the greateft fa- 
crifices : to complete our purification, we muft 
facrifice even the gifts of God. This muft be 
done before the offering can be perfeft ; all 
muft be given up ; we muft even renounce the 
perception by which we reflet on having aban- 
ddned all. 

Man does not find God perfeftly, but in the 
lofs of all his gifts, and in the real facrifice of 
all that belongs to felf. We cannot lofe our- 
felves totally in God, till all other fupport 
jiaals us. 

We ought, therefore, rightly to comprehend 
the neceility of this deprivation of God's grace, 
which, by degrees, purifies every divine gift; 
for there is not one, be it ever fo exalted,^ that 
after having been the means of our advance- 
ment, does not in the end commonly prove a 
fnare and an obfiacle to us, by our imagined 

property 
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prdpcity in it, which fullies the foul ; and for 
this reafon God withdraws his favours. 

But he takes not away his grace to deprive 
us of it for ever : he takes it only to reflore it 
without that defiling appropriation which we^ 
unknown to ourfclves, had aflumed in it. The 
lofs of the gift ferves to difcover to us that it 
was not our own, and being thus undeceived^ 
it is reilored to us an hundred-fold. 



Xy the internal Operation of Godj to bring Man 
tack to the true End- of bis Creatiom 

• 

' • IN" the infancy of our fpiritual life, God 
eKercifes us, to bring us by degrees from ail 
4he creatures that we love too much. But this 
outward work, although neceiTary for the foun- 
dation of the edifice, conflitutes but a fmall 
jMUtof it. The internal work, although invi- 
fible, is the greateft, moft difficult, and woo- 
derfol. 

lliere eome$ a tfane, when God, after hav^ 
ing (tripped us, and mortified us by the crea- 
tuKs to which we were attached, cxercifes us 
inwardly, in order to draw us from ourfelves. 
' It is not foreign fupport he then deprives us of, 
but that very felf which was the center of our 
love J all the reft we only loved for felf, and 

w 2 it 
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it is this fclf which God would remove. Cut 
oflF the branch of a tree ; fo far from killing it, 
you add ftrength to the fap, and will fee it bud 
with redoubled vigour ; but go to the root of 
it, and it will langui(h, caft its leaves, and at 
length die. Thus would God have our old 
man completely deftroyed. 

Let no one fay, thefe are vain imaginations. 
Can they doubt God's immediate operation on 
the foul ? or that he does not fo aft as to de- 
flroy the life of felf ? Can they doubt that God, 
after having mortified the groffer paffions, does 
not endeavour to fubdue all the fubtle wind- 
ings of felf-love, efpecially in fouls generoufly 
^nd without referve devoted to the fpirit of 
grace? The more he would purify them, the 
feverer are their inward trials. The world 
' can neither fee nor underftand thefe trials ; the 
world is blind, its wifdom U fooliflmefs, it can- 
not agree with the Spirit of Truth ; for as the 
apoftle fays. The things of God knoweth no man^ 
but the Spirit of God. * 

• At fiiil they arc not accuftoraed to this in- 
ward work, which deprives the , foul of every 
thing. They are very willing to be filent, to 
leave them fclves to tfte direftions of Providence^ 
as a man fuffers himfelf to be carried by the 
ftreahi: but they arc afraid of hearkenittg to 
the internal voice that calls them to the facri- 
fice* God has prepared. 
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Tbc oppofition of our own wifdom and felf- 
love to thefe motions, fufE^iently proves that 
they arc from God, as it is evident that what 
prevents our obeying them is fome felfifli fen- 
fibility. The more we fear to do thefe things 
the more neceflary they are: for our fear is 
owing to delicacy, an untraftable humour, or 
an attachment to earthly views and fatisfaftions ; 
but all thefe fentiments of the natural life muft 
be cxtinguiQied. Thus, all pretence for delay 
is removed by the innocence of the matters in 
qucfUon, and our inward conviftion that they 
will conduce to the deftruftion of felf. 

A readinefs and compliance in thefe motions 
is advantageous to the foul, Thofe who have 
ftrength enough not to hefitate, foon make a 
wonderful progrefs. Others reafon, and never 
fail to find fome pretences to difpenfe with their 
following thefe motions : they would and they 
would not; they wait for certainties; they 
feek fuch advice concerning their ftate, as may 
free them from doing what they fear to do, and 
at every ftep they look behind them: they 'faint 
m irrefolution, and infenfibly drive from them 
the Spirit of God, 

At firft they grieve him by their hefitationsi 
then provoke him by aftual refiftance, and 
laftly extinguifli the good motions by reiterated 
difobedience. This refiftance of grace is always 
under the cover of divers pretences^ which 
they find to authbrife it : bur infenfibly ihey 
lofe the unftion of the Holy One, and the fim^ 
t ■ F 3 plicit^ 
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plicity of fakh ; and notwithftanding all their 
endeavours to deceive themfelves, they are not 
at peace ; they have fomething at the bottom 
of their hearts which inceffantly reproaches 
them with their negleft of God. But as the 
confefluence of their negleft is God's with- 
drawing from them his facred checks and infpi- 
rations, fo the foul becomes more hardened ; 
it no longer taftes true peace ; on the contrary, 
it is every day more alienated from it, by feek- 
ing it where it is not ; it is like a diflocated 
bone, which, though always painful while out 
of its proper place, yet does not endeavour to 
regain it; but, on the contrary, fixes itfelf in its 
wrong fituation. 



On Chri/iian Perfedion. 

CHRISTIAN Perfeftlon has not in it that 
feverity and reftraint we may imagine. It in- 
deed requires that we fliould devote ourfelves 
to God from the bottom of our hearts; but then 
when we are thus devoted unto God, all that 
\ve do for him becomes eafy. Thofe that with 
undivided hearts thus live to God are always 
content; for they will nothing but what he 
wills, and would do all for him that he would 
have them do j they part with every thing for 

his 
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his fake, and receive from him an hundred fold 
reward. 

Peace of confcience, the fweetnefs of being 
Tefigned to God, the joy arifing from the in- 
creafiiig light of God in their fouls ; and finally, 
a freedom from the fears and tyrannizing paf- 
fions of the world, conftitutc that hundred 
fold of happinefs which the true children of 
God poffefs in the midft of crofles, if they 
are but faithful. 

Happy the man who thus gives himfelf to 
God. He is delivered from his paffions, from 
the ralh judgments of men, their malevolence, 
and the tyranny of their maxims ; from the 
inconftancy of friends, the fnares and artifices 
of enemies, from his own weaknefs, from the 
forrows of life, from the horrors of a wicked 
death, from the cruel remorfe arifing from cri- 
minal pleafures ; and laftly, from the eternal 
condemnation of God. 

The Chriftian is delivered from a multitude 
of evils ; feeing, that by placing his will in the 
hands of God, he wills no more than God 
wills : and thus he finds his confolation through 
faith, and hope, in the midft of all his fuffer- 
ings. 

Happy they who, with fixed faith, refign 
themfelves into the arms of the Father of 
xnercies, and God of all comfort, as he is called 
by St. Paul : then they defire nothing more 
than tt) know what they owe to God ; and 
they fear nothing fo much as not to fee what 

he 
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he requires. When they receive frc& light 
from his law, they rejoice as a mifer who has 
found a treafure. 

The true Chriftian refigns himfelf to all the 
calamities that Providence is pleafed to affliA 
him with; wills all that happens to him, and 
never wifties for what he has not : the more ' 
he loves God, the greater is his contentment ;., 
and the higheft degree of perfeftion, far from 
oppreffing him, renders his burden the lighten 
O the folly of fearing to be too much de- 
voted to God ! It is fearing to be too happy ; 
it is fearing to be in all things too much at* 
tached to the will of God ; it is fearing to fup- 
port with too much fortitude our- inevitable 
croffes ; to derive too much confolation from the 
love of God ; and to be too much difengaged 
from thofe pafEons that render us miferable. 

Let us then defpife all earthly things, that 
we may be entirely at the difpofal of God. I 
do not fay that we fhould part with them ab- 
folutely: for when our lives are regular and 
lioneft, there is litde more to be done, than 
to change the inward affeftions of our fouls : 
externally our aftions will be nearly the famej 
for God does not fubvert the different condi- 
rioi\s of life, nor require us to abandon thofe 
employments in which he himfelf has placed 
us : the chief difference will confift in this, 
that we fhall now do to pleafe God, what we 
formerly did to pleafe the world and ourfelves, 
and infbead of being carried away by our pride, 
; /; our 



( 69 ) 

our tyrannic paflions, and the malicious ccn- 
furcs of the world, wc fhall, on the contrary, 
aft with freedom, courage, and confidence in 
God : our hope will animate us ; we ftiall be 
fupported in the midft of all our diftreffes, by 
the cxpeftation of that evcrlafting happinefs 
which daily approaches, while all earthly joys 
pafs quickly from us : the love of God will 
make us fcnfible of his love for us, give us 
ftrength to walk in his ways, and raifc us above 
all calamities : If this is difficult to be believed, 
experience will convince us of it ; Come^ fajle 
and fee J fays David, bow gracious the Lord is. * 

, The Son of God fays to all, without excep- 
tion, ** If any man will be my difciple^ let him 
take up his crofs and follow me ; f the broad way 
leadeth to deflruftion; we mud walk in the 
ftrait way, where the few are to be found. 
None but fuch as lay great reftraint on them- 
felves, can win the kingdom of heaven. They 
mail be bom again, become as little children, 
renounce themfelves, be poor in fpirit, mourn 
in order to be comforted, and be no longer of 
this world, which is condemned becaufe of 
offences. 

Thefc truths offend many people, becaufe 
they fee plainly what religion requires, with- 
out knowing what it beftows ; and they are ig- 
norant of that fpirit of love which cafes every 
burden. They know that this religion leads 

* F£ilm TOQiw* 6. f Matthew xvi. S4* 
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US to the higheft perfeAion, by giving w, 
through the ]ove of God, a peace which 
foftens all the calamities of hTe. 

Thofe that with undivided hearts devote 
thcmfelves to God, they prove the truth of 
this divine faying, that the yoke of Jefus Chrtfi 
is eajy, his burden lights that in hinr the fod 
finds reji^ and that, according to his promife, U 
refrejhes all that are weary and heavy laderi* 

But what woe attends thofe flothful and timo- 
rous fouJs that are divided between God ^and 
ihe world ! They are unftablc and irrefolute. 
They are afraid both of the judgment of God 
and of man ; they are terrified at the evil, and 
afhamed of the good ; they have the fufferingf 
of vhtue, without tafting its confo]atiiE)ns. Oi 
if they had Courage to defpifc the vamdif- 
i:ourfe, iiifipid railleries, and rafli cenfures of 
men, what peace would they tafle in the bofcoi 
of their God? 

How dangerous to our (alvation, how hurt- 
ful to the peace of our minds, is it to wiilria 
linger here ? Our whole life is only given us, 
that wc may proceed with hafty ftcp towarfs 
our heavenly country : the world vauifhcs is 
A. vain fh^dow, and eternity advances to re- 
ceive us: whilft the light of thd Father of 
xneraies ihines on us, let us haftcn to arrive at 
the heavenly Canaan* 

The firft commandment is, " Thou fhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy foulj wi«h all thy ftriength, and with 

aU 
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dl thy mind.** Now, how can any one tliink 
tie loves God, if he does not meditate on his 
law, and apply himfelf to the accomplifhment 
c)f his will ? 

Thofe who are afraid to fee too clearly what 
bis will requires, are for from this watchful 
md attentive love. Ther« is but one way of 
loving God, which is not to take any ftep but 
with him and for him, and to follow with a 
grateful heart all his infpirations. 

Thofe who are under pious reftraints, but 
jret would gladly follow the world a little, 
thinking that to do fo is but a trifle, are 
in great danger of being of the number of 
thofe lukewarm Chriftians, of .whom the Spirit 
fays, that God vi'iW fpew them out of his mouths* 

God is difpleafed with fuch flofthful fervants 
as fay in their hearts, thus far will I go, but 
no further ; does it belong to the creature to 
fet bounds to the Creator ? What would a 
matter fay to his fervant, or a king to his fub- 
jefts, who were fearful of being devoted too 
much to his fervice or intereft, and who would 
blufli to have their attachment appear to the 
world ? What then (hall the King^ of kings fey, 
if we imitate thefe bafe fervants ? The time ap-^ 
proachcs, when wc (hall be called to account ; 
it will foon arrive, let us haften to prevent it ; 
let us love the everlafttng beauty which never 
decays, nor will fuflFer fuch as love it to decay. 

♦ Rev, vi. j6. 

Have 
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Have we not feen within thefe few years, per- 
fons in the moft exahed ftations, furprifed by 
death, and funk into the everlafting abyfs? 
This world to which we are fo much attached, 
we are juft on the point of leaving ; and what 
is it in itfelf, but vanity and folly ? It is a phan- 
tom, and the fajhion of ity as St. Paul fays, 
fctjfeth away. * 



Sn&^ way of Faith is better^ and more fecure 
than that of Lights, and fenfible Relijhes. 

THOSE who are attached to God only, fo 
far as he affords them pleafure and confolation, 
referable thofe people, who followed Jefus 
Chrift not for his doftrine, but for the loaves 
which he miraculoufly multiplied. They fay 
with Peter, Lord^ it is good for us to be here^ 
let us build three tabernacles : but they know 
not what they fay. After being delighted with 
the fweetnefs of Mount Tabor, they forfake 
the Son of God, and refufe to follow him up 
to mount Calvary. They not only feek for 
fenfible taftes, but alfo for extraordinary lights: 
that is to fay, the underftanding is defirous to 
fee, while the heart wiihcs to be moved by 
foft and flattering fenfations. Is this to die to 
felf ? Is this to live by faith ? 

• I Cor, vii. 3 1 . 

They 
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They would feel, taftc, and poflefs Clod and 
his graces ; they would penetrate into the hesurcs 
of others, dive into foturity , and become quite 
extraordinary ; for an eagernefs Sor lights and 
fenfations, by degrees brings a foul to the fe- 
crct defire of all thefe things. 

The Apoftie (h^s us a\more excdlent way, 
by which he excites in us an holy emulation ) 
when fpeaking of f harity, he -fays, it/eeketh not 
its own;^ it is not the pleafiire it feeks, but God, 
and the accompliihmebt of his wiU. If it finds 
a fwect fenfibility in prayer, it makes a cranfi- 
tory ufe of it to affift its weakncfs without reft- 
ing in it. What would become of us, if wc 
were always to remain children, hanging at the 
bread of heavenly confolations ? We muft, as 
St. Paul fays. Put nway cbildijh things *,\ the 
firft fervors were good to attraft us, to detach 
us from gr.ofs and worldly pleafures, by others 
more pure and elevated ; and laftly, to accuftom 
us to a life of prayer and rectJleftion. 

But te tafte a delicious pleafure which obli- 
terates the idea of the grofs, and to enjoy a 
fervor which makes us live as if Paradife was 
already open to us, is not to be crucified and 
die to ourfelves. 

He who has no other fupport, will abandon 
prayer when that fource of pleafure is dried 
lip. Many people leave oiF to pray when their 
prayer becomes moft profitable. How many 
louls, who, becaufe when children in Jefus 

* 1 Cor.xiii. 5* f i Qot.xya^ ii» 
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Chrift, they were too tcftder, and too much 
trtifling en this fweet tnilk^ fall back and for- 
fake Ae inward^ifc from the time that God 
ibcgins to h6lp thm? Nor need we wonder 
they confiderdd thset^ausL a fanftuary ^-hich is 
but the outer court of die cemple ; they would 
iliortifjr the outwstfd fenfes, to live internally 
with more ddight to themfclves. From hence 
proceed fo mvay miftakes even amongft thofc 
fouls, appar«itly the moft fervent and abftraAed. 
Even foch as have fpoke much of dying to 
felf, and parting with all, are frequently the 
910ft diicouraged in the day of trial, when all 
fenfible confolation is withdf aWn. O bow good 
it is to beKcve without feeing, and to be con- 
tented in tbe midft of poverty. 

From an attachment to fenfible taftes pro- 
ceeds all illulion : We are much miftaken if we 
imagine this fcnfibility to be an evidence of fc- 
curity. On the contrary, it often occaiions a 
falling oflf; it is a flattering bait to fdf-lovc. 
They fear not to be deficient in their duty to 
'God, Viiiile th« fpiritual deKgbt lafts. They 
/ay in their pro/periiyy I Jhall nev^r be mifved:^ 
*ut wh« this rapture is over, they think all 
loft ; thus they are too apt to put their own 
fcnfibility in the place of God. Nothing pre- 
ferves us from illulion but a pore faith. Whcii 
We rely not on extraordinary lights, but God 
alone in a pure faith, receiving the confbla* 
tions that are given, but never refting in any, 

^ Pialm txt, 6. 

not 
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Eiot judging, but always obeying ; fenffbie we 
may be eafily deceived ; aftjng with iimpli- 
pity and a good intention, theii arc we io the 
i?ray furtheit fro^ d^luiioa«. 



i«i«i 



On the true Ligbf, 

JESUS Cbrift is the light rf every man th^ti^ 
iometh [nto the wqrl^J^ As there is but one 
fun that illvimiaates <^l bp4ies iA the univerfe^ 
p3 ther^ is but one light that enlighteneth all 
fouls* This light rpf Jefv^ (QhriS^ the. eternal 
woifd of G<;h1.. . O how nufbj^gl^y. blind are 
all who iimigifl^ th^mfdv^s wire> white thef 
continue 4e|tTtute of ih^i wjlfdo^ which Jefus 
Ghrift infpire^ 1 ?(€??tktiQn appeJM?g to ihcm 
like a dr^^fflv |t^ gcrfp^l.is preiflhed tp^all 
ranks of pcppk, bw tjibcy cf)mpi?ek«4 it ftpt* 
Its wiidom is Giill)e4 fpQUihiidsi^: , : r 

Ov^in 4^4 fofiJifc world* is it iu thetjb^t 

we fhould truft ? Thou art but a n\er^ iUufiw^ 
9Lrt4 ]ret thou wpq}d(k have.u4 eonfidfe in U)Ce ! 
Wcfiqd that lift rpc^iSng thee, thou haftiKv 
ijiing fub(Upii5J:r*feeiewithal lo fa^i$fy our 
hear cs, Wbca thou loffcif eft .thyfelf to u^ witife^ 
^ fmiling cQUni^ns^ncQ) it. .oc$;af)p9s troulples^ 
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When every thing is ready jo difappcar, thoc 
prcfumeft to promife us happinels : but he 
alone is truly happy, who, by the light of Jefu J 
Chrift> discovers thy emptinefew 



Ort the Prefence of God. 

THE principal inftrument or roeahs of our 
perfeftion, is contained in this expreffion of 
God to Abraham, Walk before me^ and be thou 
'ferfe{l\* the prefence of God calms the mind, 
and ^vcfr fweet rep<>fe and quiet even in the 
midft of our daily labours ; but then we muft 
be refigned to him without any referve. It 
does not require Si gfcaf deal or time to love 
God, to cfreiw near unto him and enjoy his pre- 
fence, to tift' up our hestrtr to him, or adore 
him at th^ bottom of them, ■ nor to make him 
an oflFering of all we do and fuffcr ;- this is the 
true kingdom of God within us i\ which nothing 
caii difturb. -^ • 

When the rovings of the imagination hinder 
tis frofti poifcffing a quiet and peaceful frame 
of mind, kt us at Icaft cJ^thi ourfelves by the 
integrity bf our vill; and the defire of a com- 
•pofure doe§ in a manner pr^vc* a fufEcient onej 

• Gen. xviL i» iJ^Xtlkc xviit 21. 

ir.^'iJ '^ J we 
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wc mufl alf^ tura o^r iruads, ioyard to Go4) 
2iul do whaifoeyen be ^^Quld l^^ye. us yritjh.an 
upright intcntroiu, ,; ^; .. 

Let us take care t]|iat (we;^e;nQt voUint^rily 
occupied too loug^ici^iep fjutw;ir(|^y,or in- 
wardly, about tbiags , which :crcatc fuch diC- 
traAion of heart and zi^iud;^ ,9|& , ^pp^ both ,the 
one and the other fo inii,(;^ 9JiJtr^9f .^bptpij^lyes, 
that it is. wUb^ difl^uliy^jt^Sfia .rmrA^ ^9.^^^ 

As fbon as we.fpel that U^^^ Isfl^JS^ 9%*^^ 
gives us top .ipufbi'plea%e ^^^^%^\&^,^ 
withdraw oii^r ;&eart„j£iriora. irf.if we ^rc bat 
faithful^ even:: , ui, ^ a ;fi|iall dcg-rge^ : iqwar4ly tp 
preclude the qre^^^u^es, to'iJ^^ 
reft in ;hp^hc;aJt, w|iiqV Goli'.li^f^^;refc^ 
himfcl^i;l\eK to dwclfi,ii4-thpr^*^;j:b^ 
;ind bonourc<^, we 44 ^jiickfy.jgil^' tfts^'purp 
|oy^ which he j^yer..i^i^|^9:gavc faj jjiu^t.that is> 
free and d4fengag^4;frp^i^j^^ 
; When ^f pcrQeiyci^fl^^^ ^fircs 

af^^r any thing, be itw^fitjit wjiflv^n4v6ndjth^^ 
our. inclinatipi^ cai^ie^irU&^tpo pfmpitateijr iq* 
wards it, though, it be-T^^ytt^jia^^ 
to fee fometbing, or gPi;:^?V]p.i>vlfere5; let.i]^ 
flrive to moderate our(elv4$y:aj}4 fequcift,of 
God^ thathewould ft^y tbe pr^ipitatibpvqfflvir 
thoughts, and the conmotiop we are/uq^^r^. 

fbr he himfelf hasfaid^ %^ $R|?^ ?b^^^ ^9!^ ^^ 
hurry and tumult. 

Let us be careful not to .conc^r^Sf^ 
too imicli with what others fay or 4^ ^(ixi ib^t 

03 ' we 
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we let It rt« enter too'intich nit6 our minds; 
for ft is agreit' cattffc tif tfiffurbance. . As foon 
as we perceive what it is that God requires of 
tiv'inanypii^ctrfaP/lejbvt^ adhere to that j by 
ihis nleairt Ve-'lha a freedom and 

evennefe of ibul,^ky(}';'retrench many needlefs 
tilings,' wWfcli^ Si\\RJrt23k the mind, and hinder 
-is frbni- turning-' W CJbdl ' , * - * 

'^An excdlenfmeatii'of kecpfng ourfelves in 
an. inward quiet, and frqedom of fpirit, is, at 
tftd tondufiqii 'tfFfevery aftibp xa lay afide ^11 
•refiefti6rift-arifing'%bm it J' dropping all regatcfe 
-t)f' felf-loVe, *aril?hg^'-frdirf vani 'joy or grief. 
""])y the-ipafl'^'^"* ^--^ -'-^^-^"-^ •»-*^ -^ 

Rrfiat -is-' he 

thing 'jdft 

irf'^cr that\it'*i$''ritBer^iGbd who ^excites the 
perteftiori aid idei of ft by ^''difcovery of his 
^Willy^tiraH^. the; taiifi4't= ■ tfeiiig ial the trouble to 
find it; • llcft iifef "kYctifWrn biir^ have our 

■iriindsf mvfaiAWfjtittM^^ during the day, and 
in tbe'botlrfefVrf^''ottr^^nipfbymeBts^^ by looking 
fmgiy'tb G'blH **^ef*iis fever ouffelves from 
every* tfein'g-'^Hat^conMis^ not from^ God, put 
^iway aH vaihthori^bts -and wild imaginations, 
and, fpeak nb-' idle 'word. Lidt us feek God 
within us, and we flialf ^infaHibly find him, and 
with him joy and peate.' ' 
•' In- bur butwird occupations, Fet' tis be em- 
ployed more with God than any thing elfe ; to 
'perform theni rightly/ we muft perform them 
^s in his prefence;' land for his fake. At a view 

of 
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of God'? majefty, a calmnefs and ferertity fliould 
poffeis the foul. One word of our Saviour 
heretofore calmed a boifterous and raging fea, 
2ixd now one look of Him towards us, and o& 
as towards Him, will fBII daily do the fame. 

We muft often lift up our hearts to God; 
he will purify, enlighten, and direft them. It 
was the daily pra^rce of- Dkvid, who fays, / 
have always fet God brfore me. * Let us fre- 
quently repeat the following exprefRons of his: 
Whom' have I in heaven but theCy and there is 
tone upon earth that Idejtre in comparifon of thee. 
Qod is- the Jfrength of' my hearty and my portion 
^or ever.-f 

We need not ttzy for leifure hour^ to flwt 
;he door, and retire ; for whenever we regret 
:he want of retirement,- it is enough to intro- 
luce us into it: even when at meals, or while 
:)thers^are talking, unprofitable difcourfes in- 
lead of tiring majr relieve us, by aflfording 
bme interval of inward retirement. Thus all 
ihings are converted into good to thofe who 
ove God. 

We fhould fre(]|uently read fiich books as arc 
proper fbr our ftate and condition, and in read- 
ng make fomc paufes to leave room for the 
*pirit to aft, that inwardly draws the mind to 
'ccolleftion. A few fimple words, but foil of 
he Spirit of God, are the hidden manna : and 



Pf. xtI.9, * f PC^kxiii* 25, 264 
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though wc forget the words, yet they operate 
fectedy, fo chat the ibul is fed and nourimed by 
them» 



On Conformity to the Will jf God^ 

ALL vktue confifts* ia the reftltude of the 
will* This is what Jefus Chrift would have us 
mnderftand by thefe words : Tbe kingcfom ^ 
God is within you.* He does not require great 
knowledge, great talents, nor great a&ions ; att 
that is iveceifary is, that we fhouldhave an heart 
to love God. 

Th^ fpiritual life is^ the comipenceipew pf the 
bleffcd peace of the f«Mnts, who always fay, 
AmcUy to the difp€nfaiion$ of Providence. 
They praife, they blefs Qod ia every thing ;. 
they fee km in all things, apd hi^ p^t^;mal^ 
band is ihe foie objeft they r^gardw There 
are no more evils, for .even the moft painfnl 
that can happen, work together fir goo^^ as St.. 
Paul lays, ^^ thofe thaf lave Qod. Can we calt 
thofe afiji&ions evils which God fends to pu- 
rify us, apd make us worthy of him ? That 
which is beneficial ta ^s, cannot be called an 
cviL 

* Luke xvu<.«i. 

Let 
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Let us then caft all our cares mto the bofora 
of fo good a Father. Let ms leave it to him, to 
do as he pleafes. Let us be content to follow 
his will in every thing, and let our will be per- 
feftly refigned to his. The only thing which 
is truly ours is our will ; but then it is that of 
which God is jealous ; for he has given it to 
us, not that we may remain proprietors of it, 
but that we. fliould return it to him entire^ 
without retaining any part of it. 

Alas! how many fouls are there proprietors 
of themfclves, who are willing to ferve God 
and love him, but then it muft be according to 
their own will and felf-diredion ; they would 
have God obfervc the rules which they pre*, 
fcribe to him with regard to his manner of 
drawing them to himfelf : they wbuld fcrve 
him, but- they would not give themfelv<es up to 
him. When they appear full of zeal and fer- 
vour, their fpiritual abundance becomes an ob-* 
ftacle to tliem, as they find a propriety even in 
their own virtues, and are continually fceking 
themfclves in the exercife of them. The foul 
that is truly mortified, and dead to the life of 
felf, that renounces its oWn wil^ that it may will 
only as God would have it, is fuperiour to fuch 
fervent and enlightened fouls as would proceed 
in the path of virtue according to their own 
way. 

This is the deep fenfe of the words of Jefus 

• Matth. xvi. 24. 

Chxiity 
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Chrift, Whoever will ie mj difciplej let him dsn/ 
him/elf, and follow tne* We muft follow Chrift 
ftcp by ftep, an4 aot open a way for ourfelva 
to him. Wc can follow him np other way bat 
l)y renouncing ourfelves, , Thijis St. Paul telU 
us, X^. (^^^ not your i^wn^ Woe no him who re* 
fumes what he has already devoted,. Let u§ 
thea befeech the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort, to take away a. difpofition 
to pleafe ourfelvesj witboot fufFering the finalleft 
part to be retained by us 1 Such an operation 
wiU coft us dearr we ihall find it dif&cuh to let 
God aft when he wounds us in the mod fenfible 
part. But here i$ the paqei^ce of the faints, 
and {he. &cr)^Q pf put^ ^h, to bo ^^f€* 
riienced» 

X'et us feare \X to. Oo^ to worjc iv^ u& ^ii hii 
good pkafure, without refifti^g him. W^^l 
w^ perceive the^ rcvok of nature fia4 pur feofes, 
let i^& with eoQfrdefice turn to God, «^a4 y^^ 
vriih \^v^ ag.aiBj[t our flothfv^ and r^eniou$ 
nature ; let iw 4eliy^r it up to the Spirit of 
'Gody and he will by degrees dcftroy it. Let 
vs,. in his prefencc, watch oyer our finalleft dc- 
fefta> that we may not grieve the Holy Spirit j 
U\ the faults we commit t«rn to our profit, by 
caufing \x% humbly to refleft on our own fraihy> 
lyithout rendering usf over much dejefted. 

The kingdom of God is indeed come i» v^y 
^hen, Jnd^peadently of all outward helps, we 
regard nothing but the hand of God alone as 

t Matt, xvi, i^* 

the 
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:lie doer of all. To be willing td fervc him in 
3ne place more than another, or in fuch or 
fuch a way rather than the contrary, is to fcrve 
htm after our own manner, and not after his* 
But to be equally ready in all, to defire and 
wiU only in conft)rmity to him, to leave our- 
felvei in the hands of Providence, and to fct 
no bounds to our fubftiiifion, is to ferve him 
with true felf-renunciation. 



» > . * ■ . ■ . . . 



In/lruSions how to ^tain infernal Peace. 

O HOW diflferettt is the peace of God froifi 
Aat which the World can beftoW ! It calms thfe 
pafiions, preferves the purity of oUi- confcience, 
^nd is infeparable ft'om righteoufnefs, unites us 
with God, and fortifies Us agkinil temptations ; 
and when ten!g)tanons do not overcome us^ they 
always yield g6od finit. 

A true fimplicity ; a framjuilfity of the mind, 
•Whict is the fruit of i^efigna^ion to the will of 
<Jod ; a patience with regard to the dcfeJts df 
trur neighbour, which the prcfetice of God in- 
fpires us with ; a willingnefs to confefs our 
faults, and be reprehended for them; alfo to 
fubmit ourfelvcs to the advke of experienced 
perfons ; thcfe are virtues ufeful and necelTary 
to our fandification. 

The 
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The pain thou cxperienc^ft wkli regard to 
feveral things, arifcs from thy not receiving 
with fiifBcient refignation, all that -can happen 
to thee ; leave then aU things in the hands of 
God. When thou giveft up tl^yfclf entirely to 
God, thoti wilt JSn'd thyfelf at peace, and full of 
the joy of the Holy Ghbft. Woe to thee, if 
in the work of. God thou expefteft afliftancc 
from man ! The leaft refptd to any. thing that 
is human, extinguifhes grace, and increafes thy 
irrefolution. 

How. can we refiife to give. up our whole 
hearts to God, who has loved us from the be- 
ginning, and loved us with the. tendernefs of a 
father, who pities us as his children,, who is 
fenfible of our weaknefs, and knoweth whereof 
we are made ? He ha$ fallowed us in our ways, 
which are thofe of fin ; he has run after us, as 
a fhepherd in fearch of his ftrayed (heep. We 
may fay, he loved us even to the death of the 
-crofs, and that the ineafure of his obedience 
was that of. his Jove, When that love fills the 
foul, it tafles the fweets of a peaceful con- 
fcience ;. it i^ content ; it wants neither gran- 
deur, reputation,, nor pleafure ; it wills only 
what GoAwilU, and watches in the blciTcd ex* 
_pedation iof the bridegroom- s coming. 
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On being rejigned to God. 

OF all the bleffings we have occaflon to feek 
for in retirement, the principal is the peace of 
Gmplicity, which never regards futurity with 
folicitudc. The future is not ours^ but God's, 
and he will fo order it as to be fuitable to our 
ncceffities : but, if, through our own wifdom, we 
endeavour to dive into that futurity, the only, 
fhiit of our inquiries will be uneafinefs \ Let 
us, therefore, think of nothing but how we may 
make a good ufe of the prefent day : each day 
has its good and its evil, in fuch a manner that 
the evil is often converted into good, provided 
we are faithful, and fuifer God to aft without 
our preventing him by our own impatience. 

God will give fufEcient time and opportunity 
to draw near unto him. He will not, perhaps, 
give us all that we may defire, that we may 
employ ourfelves according to our own incli- 
nation, and fo live to felf, under the pretence 
of perfeftion ; but we (hall not want either 
time or opportunity to renounce ourfelves and 
our own inclinations. All other time is loft, 
though it may feem to be well employed. 

Be perfuaded alfo, that in all thefe things 
we ftiall find whatever is fuitable to our real 
wants : for fo far as God difconcerts our in- 
clinations, fo far does he fupport out weaknefs. 
Let U3 fuffer him to aft in us. Av^id only, by a 
regular and tranquil employmcm, all melan- 

H choly 
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choly and impatience, which are the moft dait* 
gerous temptations nature is liable to* 



Of inter ejled and dijinter^ed Love. 

SUCH ibuls as are really detacl^d from 
themfelves, like the ialnts in heaven, regard the 
mercies diftributed to others, with Ae fame 
complacaicy as thofe they receive themfelvcs: 
for efteeming themfelves as nothing, diey love 
the good pleafure of God, the riches of his 
grace, and the glory he derives from the ianc- 
tification of others, as much as that he derives 
from them. Ail is then equal ; for the Me is 
ioft, the Me is no inore Me than another per« 
fon : it is God alone that is all in all: it is him 
they love and adniire, who caufes all the joy of 
cheir hearts by this difinterefted love. 

But there are many pious perfons that re- 
main in fome degree attached to felt Thefc 
remains of felfJove ferve even to fupport them 
in the pradice oiF virtue, and to purify them 
to a certain degree. Nothing cwild be more 
dangerous, than to deprive them of this com- 
forting confideration of the graces of God, 
with regard to their own perfe^pn. 



Concemit^ 
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Concerning Amufements^ 

WHEN amufements are innocent in them^ 
felves, it is fufficient if we partake of them 
with moderation, and as in the prefence of 
God. Manners ftiif and referved can only 
fcrve to give a falfe idea of piety to the people 
of the world, who are already too much pre- 
judiced againll it, and who imagine they cannot 
ferve God but by a fad and melancholy life. 

Let us walk with fimplicity in peace and joy, 
which are the fruits of the Holy Ghoft, He 
yffho walks in the prefence of God is, even on 
mdifferent occafions, doing the work of God, 
though he appear to be doing nothing impor- 
tant. I always fuppofe that we are under the 
direftion of God, and that we aft conformably 
to his providence, by doing even the mofl in- 
^fierent things in that ftate in which he has 
placed us. 

Moft people, on becoming converts, or re- 
forming their lives, think more of performing 
extraordinary and difficult aftions, than of pa- 
rifying their intentions, and dying to their na- 
ihiral inclinations on the mofl common occafions; 
by which means they are frequently deceived. 
When our lives are honefl and regular, we be- 
come Chriflians more fpeedily, by altering that 
which is within, than that which is without, 
God is not content either with the found of 
the lips, the poflure of the body, or outward 

K 2 ceremonies 
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ceremonies. What he requires is an undivided 
will, that neither defires nor reje^s any thing; 
that wills, without referve, all that he wills; 
and never wills, under any pretence whatever, 
in contrariety to him. 

Let us carry then, wherever Providence 
condufts us, a >^'ill full of fimplicity, and united 
to God. Seek Go4 in thofe hours which ap- 
pear void of good, and they will not be fo to 
us, for God will fupport us in them. O the 
cafe of heart that is experienced, when God 
opens this path of fimplicity ! We then walk 
like little children, whom their mother leads by 
the hand, and who fuflfer themfelves to be con- 
duced by her. We are content to be in fub- 
jeftion, or content to be free. We are willing 
to fpeak, or to be Clent. 

Let us remember that even otu^ virtues, in the 
exercife of them, require to be purified by the 
difappointments Providence throws in our way, 
the better to detatch us from all felf-will. O how 
fimple, amiable, difcreet, and fecure in all it§ 
ways is piety, when its corner-ftone is fubmiflion 
to the will of God, without confulting either our 
tafte, our temper, or the fallies of an immode- 
rate zea\! We live almoft like other people, 
without afFeftation, or the appearance of aufle- 
rity, in a fociable manner; but in a conftant 
fubmiflion to all the duties of our calling, in a 
renunciation of every thing that is contrary to 
the will of God, with a pure view to him, to 
whom we mud facrifice all the irregular cmo- 

lions 
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ms of nature. This is the adoration in fpirit 
d in truth, which Jefus Chrift and his Father 
)k. Every thing elfc is but a religion of ce- 
nony, and rather the ihadow than the fub- 
nee of real Chriftianity, 
It may be aiked, by what means is this pu- 
y of intention to be attained, in a life expofed 

the bad examples and converfation of the 
)rld ? I anfwer, Reading and prayer will be 
Ipfiil to lay the foundation of our fecurity. 
r reading, I do not here mean fuch as tends 
ly to fatisfy curiofity, and make us knowing 

religious fubjefts ; the reading I recommend 
what is fimple, fuch as may be reduced to 
aftice, and tends to nourifh the heart. When 
; read not to increafe our knowledge, but 

know better how to be diffident of our- 
ves, then will our reading be truly advanta- 
ous to us. To reading, prayer Ihould be 
ded, in which we may filently meditate on 
ne great truths of religion. And when we 
rceive our thoughts to wander in this exer- 
e, recall them gently, without being difcou- 
ged at the importunity of thefe diftraftions, 
■hile they are involuntary, they cannot hurt 
: on the contrary, they will be of more ufe 
an a prayer accompanied with fcnfible confo- 
ion and fervour ; for they will tend to 
imble and mortify us, and accuftom us to 
tk God purely for himfelf, without confider- 
y too much our own pleafure : provided we 
nftantly withdraw night and morning to prac- 

H 3 tifc 
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tife thefe things, we fhall find them an antidote 
againft the dangers that furround us. I fey 
night and morning, becaufe the nouriftiment of 
the foul, as well as that of the body, muft be 
continually renewed, to prevent its falling into 
decay, and being wafted by its continual inter- 
courfe with men. But we muft be refolute 
both againft ourfelves and others, to referve 
the time allotted for this purpofe ; nor mull 
we fuffer ourfelves to be drawn away by out- 
ward occupations, fo as to lofe the time that is 
to nourifli our fouls. 

It is alfo neceflary to fet apart certain days 
for retirement and recoUeftion ; when, as al 
the feet of Jefus, we may obtain a remedy for 
all the wounds of our heart, and have all the 
malignant maxims and opinions of the world 
effaced. This is even ferviceable to our health: 
for provided we know how, with fimplicity, to 
make the beft ufe of thefe fliort retirements, 
they will conduce to the health of the body, 
as well as the foul. 

As to amufements, they ought to be agreed- 
able to our profeffion of piety, and the good 
example the world expefts from us. For the 
world, immerfed as it is in itfelf, would not 
have fuch as defpife it, aft contrary to the 
contempt they have for it ; nor can it avoid 
efteeming thofe, by whom it fees itfelf to be of 
fmall eftimation. True Chriftians have caufe 
to be thankful that the world is fo fevere a 
cenfor j for by this means they are under the 

greateft 



greateft neceflity of doing nothing that is ua« 
edifying. 

If we perceive ourfelves dejefted with for- 
row, or elated by pleafure, we muft, without 
uncafinefs, return to our heavenly Father, with 
whom we may expeft to find joy and freedom 
in our forrow, moderation and recolleftion in 
our joy, and may rely on not being difappointed. 
The turning of our hearts to him will reanimate 
us ; ^ and though we ftiould perceive our fouls . 
dull and difcouraged when God fets us on any 
work, he will give refolutipn and a facility in 
the difcharge of our duty fuitable to our necef- 
.fity. This is the daily bread we conftantly afk 
for, and which will never fail us ; for our 
Father, far from forfaking us, defires to find 
our hearts open, that he may blefs us. 

We muft not wait for outward liberty and 
retirement to be detached from the world, and 
to overcome the old man: the thought of a 
free ftate is no more than a pleafing idea ; it 
may never be our lot. We fhould be ready 
to die in our prefent fervitude. Providence 
may prevent our projefts of retirement: we are 
jiot in our own power. The Ifraelites, in Ba«» 
hylon, fighed after Jerufalem, yet how few of 
them ever faw Jerufalem more, but ended their 
days in Babylon! What an illufion would it 
have been, if they had deferred, till their re- 
rum to their own country, to worlhip the tnie 
God, and to perfeft themfelves. Perhaps our 
ftate may refemblc that of the Ifraelites. 

On 
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On the Employment of our Time^ 

IT is true, notwithftanding the progrefs fonic 
have made, much remains to be done : a per- 
fuafion of the mind, or even a good difpofitioir 
of the heart, is at a great diflance from an exaA 
and faithfnl praAice. Nothing has been more 
common at all t'mies than to meet with people 
perfeft and holy, as far as fpeculation goes. The 
Saviour of the world fays, Tejhall know them 
by their fruits. * And this is the only rule that 
does not deceive us, provided it be rightly dif- 
covered; it is by this rule we fliould judge our* 
felves. 

A general means of employing our time well, 
is to accuftom ourfelves to live in a conftant 
dependance on the Spirit of God, receiving 
what he is pleafed to give us ; confulting him 
in our doubts, when we muft always be ready 
to obey his diftates; having recourfe to him 
in our weaknefles ; invoking him, and railing 
our heart to him, when drawn away by out- 
ward objefts, it fees itfelf carried infenfibly out 
of the road, and is furprized into forgetfulnefs 
and feparation from God, 

For the well employing our hours of bull- 
nefs, it is fufficient that we attend with fim- 
plicity to the mandates of the Divine Provi- 
dence. We fliould take care not to be over- 

* Matth. vii. i6. 
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whelmed by a multipKcity of occupations, be 
they what they will. 

We muft endeavour to begin all our under- 
takings with a view to the glory of God, to 
continue them without diffipation, and to end 
them without hurry, 

'I he time of entertainment (or what may be 
called relaxation) is the moft dangerous to our- 
felves, and perhaps the moft ufeful to others : 
it is then more efpecially we ftiould bt upon 
our guard ; that is to fay, moft faithful as to 
perceiving the prefence of God. The Chrif- 
tian watchfulnefs fo much recommended by our 
Lord ; not only habitual, but as much as pof- 
iible, a£lual afpirations and elevations of the 
JMud and heart to God, by thofe fimple views 
which faith infpires ; the fweet and peaceful 
dependance which the foul ftiould have with 
regard to grace, acknowledging it as the only 
principle of its fecurity and ftrength ; all thefe 
things are now to be put in praftice, to pre- 
fer ve us from the fubtle poifon which is fre- 
queiidy hid under pleafures and amufements, 
and to know how to conduft ourfelves wifely, 
in fuch things as may inftruft and edify others. 
This is efpecially neceifary for men and women 
in eminent ftations, whofe words and behaviour 
may frequently be the caufe of much good or 
evil. 

Our vacant hours are generally the moft 
pleafing and ufeful to ourfelves j we can fcarcely 

employ 
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employ them better than by confecratrng t&ein 
to the renewing of our ftrength, (I may even 
fay our bodily ftrength) by a fecret and inti- 
mate communication with God. 

Prayer is fo neceflary, smd the fonrcc of fo 
many bleffings, that the foul who has found thi* 
treafure, cannot avoid having recourfc to it 
whenever it is left to itfelf. 

I have other things to fay to you o» thofe 
three portions of our time; perhaps 1 may 
hereafter mention them, if the views which at 
prefent ftrike me do not vanilh r however, if 
they do, the lofs is but fmali ; God gives ut 
new views when he picafes ; if he does not, it 
is a fign they are not necelTaryi and when they 
are not neceffary for our advantage^ we fhould 
rejoice hi their being lofl.. 



MEDITA- 



MEDITATIONS 



OK 



VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 



IrOve net the worlds ndther the things that are In the 
world. 

1 John ii. 15^ 

THESE are words of great extent* The 
world is nothing more than a muhitude 
of people who love themfelves, and who love 
the creatures without refpeft to God. The 
dcfire 0/ authority, the iove of a reputation we 
do not merit, dimpation in company, the feek- 
ing fuch things as gratify our fenfes, floth, and 
remiifnefs in 2A Chriftian exercifes, and a want 
-of application in ftudying the truths of the goC- 
pel; all thefe things are the fruits of the 
world. It lives in us, we defire its love, and 
<lread its negleft. Bldfed was that apofUe tp 
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whom the world was crucified, and he unto the 
world. 

It is true the world promifes peace, but then 
it never gives it ; it affords fome tranfitory 
pleafures, but they coft more than they are 
worth. Jefus Chrift alone can give peace to 
man ; he reconciles him to himfelf j he fiibdues 
his paffions ; he fets bounds to his defires ; he 
comforts him in his love, and gives him, even 
in the midft of pain, a joy which cannot be 
taken from him. 

We wifli to love God, and yet are afraid of 
difplcafmg the world, which is his enemy. Do 
we not know that the friendfhip of the world 
makes us enemies to God ? Woe then to thofe 
who pleafe the world, that blind and corrupt 
judge. It is not fufEcient, according to the 
apoftle, that the world Ihould be crucified to 
us, but we muft alfo be crucified unto it. 
People are apt to imagine themfelves far 
from the world, becaufe they live retired ; but 
they fpeak its language, and have the fame 
fentiments and delicacies ; they have the fame 
defire of reputation, friendfhip, and amufe- 
ments; they bear with pain the fmalleft hu- 
miliation. They fay, they would willingly for- 
get the world, but yet feel in the bottom of 
their hean, that they would not be forgotten 
by it, but vainly do they feek to compromife 
matters between Jefus Chrift and the world. 



There 



C 97 3 



There are lad wUch Ihall be firft> and there are firft whicH 
fhall be laft. 

Luke xiii. 30^ 



HOW many fmners are there, iirhcr, after 
having wandered many years in ignorance of 
the Truth, ftiall, by the fervour of their peni- 
tence, leave thofe behind them^ who have^ 
from their earlicft youth, taftcd the gifts of th^c 
Holy Spirit; and whom God has prevented by 
his fweeteft benediftions ? How glorious will it 
be to thofe who were laft, thus to bear away the 
crown, and be, by their example, a condena* 
nation to others ? But how grievous will it be 
TO the firft to become laft, to fee themfelves 
left behind by thofe to whom they were for- 
merly a model, to lofe their crowns^ and to 
lofe them for the fake of fome trivial amufe^ 
ments which retarded their progrefs ] I cannot 
obferve the recoUeftion of fome perfons, their 
difmtereftednefs and humility, without blufliing 
to fee how mtich we are diffipated, vain, and 
/^attached to temporal conveniences. Let us 
hafte to run, left we be left behind^ 



I That 
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That we are made Jo ferve one amther. 

I came not to be miniftered amto^ but to mimfler. 

Matth* xl 4(, 

THIS IS what ought to be faid by all people 
who have authority over others ; it is nothing 
more than a imnifterial office, and we ihould in 
reality fcnre thofe we feem to command : we 
(hould bear their impcrfcftibns, endeavour with 
mildncfs and patience to correft them, wait for 
them in the ways of God, believe ourfelvcs 
fent for their advantage, humble ourfelves to 
foften their neceffary difciplines, and beg of 
Cod to change their hearts, which is a grace 
they could not obtain for themfelves. Let us 
examine ourfelves with regard to fuch as art 
committed to our care, and for whom we ^Piall 
be called to an account before God. .^ 



<y Meeknefs^ and LewUmfs of Heart. 

Learaof me^ for laxo^ineekand lowly of Iieart* 

Mattlu »• ay. 

rr is the Son of God alone who can teach 
US this divine lefibn } Ee^ who being equal with 

Cod, 
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God^ made himfelf of no repictation^ but took upqn 
him the form of a fervanty and was made in the 
likenefs of men.* What has he not done for 
the love of us ? What has he not fufFered 
for us, and what does he not ftill continue to 
fuffer ? He 'Was led as a lamb to the Jlaughtery 
yet opened he not his mouth. \ And we, notwiih- 
ftanding, complain of the flighteft ills; are vain^ 
delicate, and eafily affeAed» 

There is no real meeknefs without lowlinefs 
of heart : whilft we are full of ourfelves, every 
thing we fee in others will ofiend us ; but 
when we are thoroughly perfuaded that no- 
thing is due to us, then nothing will difturb us» 
Let us often think of our own failings, and we 
fliall become indulgent to thofc of others. Let 
us often think of thefe important words of the 
Son of God, Learn of me^ for 1 am meek and 
lowly of heart. 



On true Greainefs.. 

Whofoever exalteth himfelf ihall be abft&d> tad he duit 
hambleth himfelf (hall be exalted. 

Lukexiv. ii» 

SINCE we are fo fond of being exalted^ 
let us feek it where it is to be found, and 

« Phil. U. 6, 7. t Ifaiah liii. 7. 

1 2 where 
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where its cxiftencc will be eternal." Let us 
afpire to true greatnefs, whkh is 6nly to be 
found by abafing ourfelves in this world. Gcfd 
confounds the proud ; in this life, he fends him 
many crofs accidents, and in the end will humbfe 
him for ever j but the humble, who defires t6 
Uve in obfcurity, fhall be refpefted, becaufe he 
never dcfurcd to be fo ; and an everlafting glory 
fliall be the reward of his contempt of a falfe 
glory." 



On ijubat we ought to found our jfoy. 

Kejoice in the Lord alway ; and again I fay^ rejoice. Let 
your moderation be known unto all men i the Lord is 
at hand, 

Phil. iv. 4, 5. 

IT is our being difgufted with our paflions 
and the vanities of the world, which ought to 
be the fource of our joy; itftiould be founded 
on our confidence in God; and we muft not 
hope to be iagreeable to him, but fo far as the 
world is difpleafing to us. It is our expefta- 
tion of Jefus Chrift, that ought to render us 
moderate . and . perfevcring ; we ihouid be. al- 
ways ready to receive him, and rejoice at his 
coming: for he cometh to judge the world, and 
to be our comforter. 

How 
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How fweet is h to expeft the coming of 
Chrift, whilft the children of this world spre 
afraid of it ! They (hall tremble^ whilil his fol- 
lowers, with joy and confidence, ihall behold 
the coming ot their gracious deliverer. Blefled 
flate ! Let thofe who have not attained it, afpire 
after it. We are prevented from being in thi^ 
ftate of confidence and codfolation by our lloth 
and vain amufements. 



Of Confidence in God^ 

I fleep, but my heart waketh. Cant. v. z^ 

WE fleep in peace in the bofom of our 
God, by committing ourfelves to his provL* 
dence, and by a fweet remembrance of his 
mercy. Why do we ttill entertain doubtful 
and uneafy reafonings, and are impatient ta 
change our fituation r The pTace where we arc 
is the bofom of God : for he has placed us 
there with his own hands* Can we be uncfSdy 
where he hath put us, and where we are* like 
a child embraced by its mother ? Let us repofe 
ourfelves on him, and in him. This confidence, 
which extinguifbes all the motions of carnal 
wifdom, is the true watchfulnefs of the hearts 
To conunit ourfelves to God, without depending 
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on siny thing but him, is to make our heart 
wakei while we fleep. Thus the eyes of love 
will always be open, that they may look at 
their well-beloved ; and we Ihall not flcep the 
fleep of death* 



On the Defers of others • 

Bear ye one another's burdens, and ib liilfil the law o^ 
Chnft. 

Gs^ vi. 2. 

CHARrnr does not extend fo for as to 
oblige us not to fee the defefts of others ; not 
to do that we muft be blind : but it requires, 
that we ihould avoid being unneceffarily pb- 
fervant of them, and that we who are fo quick 
fighted to their failings, fhould never be blind 
to their merits. Charity is not blind to what 
IS contemptible, but bears with it, in order to 
co-operate with the fecret defigns of God *; it 
does not indulge a difdainful averfion, or im- 
patience. No corruption aftonifties it, po weak* 
nefs difcourages it, for it relies on God alone, 
and perceives that all which is not him, k no- 
thing but vanity and fin. 



Father, 



( »o3 ^) 



Father, I haye finifhed the work which them ga?eft toe tixfor. 

Jo.xvii. 4» 



WE ought each of us to endeavour after 
fuch a ftate as to be enabled to fay as mucl^ 
at that day when we Iball be called to give an 
account of our works* I ought to regard that 
which offers itfelf to me, according to the 
order of God's providence, as a work he gives 
me to do, and apply myfelf to the accompliih- 
ment of it in a manner worthy of him, that is 
to fay, with diligence and quietnefe, I will 
not negleft any thing, nor will I be paffionately 
eager in my proceeding ; for it is dangerous 
to do the work of God negligently, or through 
felf-love and a felfe zeal to make it our own ; 
in that cafe God's work would be done by our 
own fpirit, and therefore ill done. We Ihould 
be vexed, offended, and folicitous for its fuc- 
cefs. The glory of God is the pretence. O 
God, give me grace to be faithful and diligent 
'in the adion, and indifferent as to the event* 
The one thing needful for me is to will thy 
will, and to remember thee in all my employ- 
ments. Thy part is to give to my weak efforts 
fuch fruits as (hall pleafe thee, or not any, if 
{o be thy wilU 



Be 
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Se ye alfo ready, for in fach an hour as ypa think nel» (he 
Son of Man Cometh* 

Matth. xxiv. 44* 

THESE words arc addrefled pcrfonally to 
us, in whatever age or ftation we be. Nevcr- 
ihelefs, even good men form proje^b, which 
fuppofe a long life, and that at a time when 
it is juft drawing to a conclufion. If in the 
laft ftagc of an incurable diforder, they enter- 
tain hopes of a recovery, what do they not 
hope for in full health ? But whence comes this 
obflinate hope of life ? It is becaufe they paf- 
fionately love it. And whence comes it that 
rhey would fo long put off the ilroke of death ? 
It is becaufe they love not the kingdom of God, 
nor the greatnefs of the world to come. The 
true means of being always ready for the laft 
moment, is to employ the others well, and be 
in conftant expeAation of it. 



They that tow in tears, ihalt re^ in joy. 

Pfalm cxxvi, 6. 

WE mufl: fow that we may reap ; this life is 
the feafon for fowing; in the other we (hall 
enjoy the fruits of our labour. The man of 
this world, fiothful, and impatient, would reap 

before 



1 
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before he has fown. We wifli to have God 
beftow comforts upon us, and fmoothe the way 
that leads us to him. We are willing to fervc 
him, provided it cofts us but little. To hope 
for much, and fufFer little, is the aim of felf- 
love. 

How blind arc we ? Shall we never perceive 
that the kingdom of heaven fttffereth violence y^ 
and that none but courageous fouls, who van* 
quilh themfelves, are worthy to obtain it ? Let 
us then be contented to weep here below, fince 
it is declared, Blejfed are they that mourn,^ and 
Woe to you that laugh now. I The woe is to thofe 
who have their confolation in this world! The 
time will copie, w^en their vain joys (hall be 
confounded,; the world ihall lament, and Cod 
Jhall wipe away, all tears from our eyes\ 



On our daily Bread. 
Give 113 this day our daily bread, Luke xi. 3* 

O MY God, what is this bread ? It is not 
only what thou aSbrdefl: us for the fupport of 
this life, but. that food of truth, which thou 
giveft daily to the foul. It is a bread which 

* MAtt, xi. 12. f Matfr. V. 4.> % Luke vi. s;. 

II Rev. vS. i7# 

nourifhes 
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nouriihes us to life everlafting: which increafes 
and flrengthens the foul in the trials of faith. 
Thou rencwe/l it daily. Thou giveft what is 
fiifficient to the foul, for its advancement in 
the life of faith, and the renunciation of felf. 

All that is bitter in outward things, or in 
the interiour of my foul, and all that befalls me 
in the courfe of the day, is my daily breads 
provided I refufe not to accept it from thy 
hand! 



On the Peace of the Soul. 

Peace I leave with yoa ; my peaee I give onto yon ; not 
as the world giveth^ give I onto yoa. 

John ziv. tj. 

ALL men feek for peace ; but they do not 
feek it where it is to be found. The world 
promifes peace, but cannot give it. It o£^ 
tranfitory pleafures, but they are not worth the 
pains they coft. Jefus Chrift alone can give 
peace to man ; be cures our paffions, and regu- 
lates our defiires. He comforts us with die 
hopes of everlafting bleflings: he makes us 
tafce that inward joy, even in pain ; and as die 
fpring that produces it is inexhauftible, and the 
bottom of the foul where it reiides, is hiaccef* 
iible to all the malice of men, it becomes a trea- 

fiirc 
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fure to the righteous which no one can take 
from them. 

Dcfire nothing but God, feek hun alone, and 
you (hall find peace. What is it that is the 
caufe of your uneafinefs ? Is it poverty, con- 
tempt, bad fuccefs in your undertakings, in- 
ward and outward crofies? Regard all thefe 
things as coming from the hand of God, and 
in reality blefiings in difguife, which he diftri- 
butes to his friends, and of which he vouch- 
iafes to make you partakers. This will change 
the face of the world with regard to you, and 
nothing Ihall be able to deprive you of your 
peace. 



Wholbcver drinkech of this water ihall thirft agun. 

' Jolmiv.ij. 

THE more we drink of the corrupted waters 
of this world, the more we are athirft ; the * 
more we indulge ourfelves in what is bad, the 
more do uneafy defires fpring up in our heans. 
The poffcffion of riches only increaies our thirft 
for them. Avarice and ambition are more dif- 
contented about what they have not, than they 
are iatisfied with what they really poffefs: 
the enjoyment of pleafures enervate the fonl^ 
they corrupt it, and render it iniatiable. The 
more w« are diverted, die more we would be 

fe: 
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fo : it IS caficr to prcfcrvc our hearts in a ftatc of 
fervour and penitence, than to bring them back 
or rellrain them, when they have once got a 
bias towards pleafure and diverfion. Let us 
then be watchful over ourfelvcs ; let us avoid 
drinking' a water that will increaie our third. 
Let us diligently guard our hearts^ left the 
world fliould feduce them with its vain confo- 
lattons, and leave them in the end nothing but 
the forrow of being deceived. 



filefTed are they that mourn, for they (hall be comforted. 

Matt, v, $• 

WHAT a new kind of tears are thofe which 
make fuch as (hed them happy?* Their happi- 
nefs confifts in mourning at the corruption of 
the world that furrounds us, the fnares that 
cncompafs us> and the inexhauftiblc fond of 
evil in the bottom of our hearts. It is a great 
gift from God, to fear the lofs of his love, and 
to dread, left we fliouId ftray out of the ftraic 
and narrow path. 

This is a fubjeft of tears. It is difficult to 

rejoice while we are in danger of lofing all that 

is moft precious to us, of lofing our very felvcs. 

"When we alfo behold nothing but vanity, error, 

fcandal to religion, forgetfulnefe and contempt 

of 
* AagifUne» 
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of that God we love, it is impofEblc not to be 
afflided* Let us then weep at the fight of fo 
many mournful fubjefts. God will not be dif- 
pleafed at our forrow ; it is he who infpires us 
with it ; it is his love that fills our eyes with 
tears, and he himfelf will come and wipe them 
away, 

O bleffed tears, the work of grace, which 
make us difreliih all tranfitory things, and caufe 
the defire of eternal blclfings to grow up in us I 



Kow great IS the loving-kindnefs of the Lord our God, 
and his conipaflion unto fuch as turn unto him in holi- 
. ncfs i £cclef,xvii. 29. 

IN the prefence of God, meditate on the 
effefts of this infinite mercy; on thofe inftances 
of it which thou haft already experienced ; on 
the lights received from Jefus Chrift; on the 
good thoughts he has infpired thee with; on 
the fins he has forgiven thee ; the fnares of the 
world from which he has preferved thee ; and 
/the extraordinary fuccours he has ajEForded thee. 
Strive to afFefl: thy heart, by reflefting on all 
thefe precious tokens of his goodnefs. Add to 
them the remembrance of fuch crofTes as he 
has laden thee with, in order to fanftify thee ; 
for they are alfo riches, which he has drawn 

K from 
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from the depth of his treafiires, and ought to 
. be regarded as fignal tcftimonies of his love. 

Let the remembrance of the paft m^wre tbcc 
^ith confidence as to the future ; be not diffi- 
dent of God, but only of thyfelf ; he is, as the 
apoftle fays, the Father of mercies, ai>d God 
of all comfort. 



On the Eajinefs of the Toke of Chriji. 

Chrift iaith, '* My yoke is eafy, and my burden is light.** 

Matt. xi. 30. 

LET not the name of yoke terrify us. ^cfiw 
Chrift will caufe us to love this, yoke; he 
fweetens it by the inward charms of truth and ' 
righteoufnefs ; he fheds his chafte delights over 
virtue, and caufes us to loathe falfe pleafures ; 
he bears man up againft himfelf, draws him out 
of his corruption, and renders him ftrong in'fpite 
of his weaknefs. O man of little faith, what doft 
thou fear ? let God aft for thee ; give up thy- 
felf to him. Thou wilt fuffer, it is true ; but 
it will be peaceably, and with love. Thou 
muft fight, but {halt gain the viftory; and God 
himfelf having fought on thy fide, will crown 
thee with his own hand. Thou (halt weep, but 
thy tears will be fweet, and God ftiall come 
with tendernefs to wipe them awajr. Thou wilt 
lio longer be fuffered to yield thyfelf to thy 

• tyrannick 
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^raimick paffioos; but by iacrificing thy liberty^ 
ihah gain a freedom unknown to the worlds 
and more precious than all the power that 
kings poiTefs. 

What a blindnefs is it to fear the bciqg too 
hr engaged with God! The more we love him, 
the more we {hall love the work , he afligns us. 
It is this love that comforts us in all our trou- 
bles, that foftcns our croffes, that (hews us a 
gracious mercy in the midil of all the ills we 
fu£Fer, and difcovers to us, even in death itfelf, 
cvcrlafting glory and happinefs. How can we 
dread the being too much engaged to him 2 
Is it an unhappinefs to be delivered from the 
heavy yoke of the world, and to bear the light; 
lyordea of Jefus Chrift ? Shall we fear being 
too much freed from ourfelves, from our pride^ 
thp violence of our pailions, and the tyranny 
of a deceitful world ? 



On the right Employment rf our Time. 

While we have opportunity^ let us do good* The nigbt 
Cometh when no man can work. 

GaL vi. lo* John ix. 4, 

TIME is precious, but its value is unknown 
to us. We fliall attain this knowledge when 
we can no longer profit by it : our friends re- 
ft z quire 
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quire it of us, as if it was nothing; and we' 
give it to them in the fame manner. It is often 

a burden to us ; we know not what to do witl^ 
it. The <lay will come, when a quarter of an 
hour will appear of more value, and more de- 
firable, than all the riches of the univerfe. 
God,, who is liberal and generous in all his 
other gifts, teaches us, by the wife oeconomy of 
his Providence, how circumfpeft we ought to 
be in the right management of our time, for 
he n.ever gives us two moments together, he 

fives us only the fecond, as he takes away the 

irft, and keeps the third in his hands, leaving 
us in an abfolute uncertainty whether it fhall 
ever be ours or not. Time is given us, that 
we niay take care of eternity, and eternity vdll 
not be too lopg, to regret the lofs of our tune, 
if we have mif-fpent it. 

Our whole life, as well as our whole heart, 
is God's, nor are they both too much for him. 
He has given them to us only that we may love 
and ferve him. Let us not rob him of either. 
It is true we cannot every moment perform 
great aftions ; but we may do fuch as arc 
agreeable to our ftate. When we are not 
called to any outward employment, to be filent, 
to fuifer, or to pray, is to offer much to God. 
A difappointment, a contradiflion, a complaint, 
a vexation, or unjuft accufation received and 
fuffered in the fight of God, is as valuable as 
time fpent in prayer. We do not throw away 
our time, when in the lofs of it, we praftifc 

^ meekaefi 



( *^5 > 

meekiiefs wd padeace; bm we mufl: remember^ 
that this Ipfs mud not be procured by our owQ^ 

Let tis not wafte our days in amufemeotSf. 
unprofitable correfpoodencies, effufions of the 
heart, which flatter felf-love, uor io coaverfa* 
tioas which diflipaie our fpirits, and tend to no 
good purpofe; and tbus^ we Aall find time 
enough for God ; and no time is well employed 
but what is employed for him. 



Qn the Prefence of Cod^ 

Walk before ine» and be thou perfeft^ Geiir sml. ? » 

THUS didft thou fay. Lord, to faithful Abra^ 
ham ; and whofoevcr walketh in thy prefence^ 
is in the road to perfeftion. Wc do not ftray 
from that holy way, but by lofing %ht of the^^ 
Alas, where (hall I go, when } fee thee not, thou 
who art my light, and the only end to which 
my fteps (hould be direfted? To look up to thee 
in all my ways, is the fure means never to go^ 
aftray. Blefled is that faith which fhines in the 
midft of the darknefs that furrounds us. O 
God, it is thee alone I feek and confider in alt 
tbofc outward objefts which my eyes feem la 

K 3 regard j 
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regard ; the order of thy Providence is what 
attrafts my attention. 

Thus I endeavour, O thou fole objeft of my 
heart, to re-unite my whole attention in thee, 
even when, according to thy Divine will, I am 
obliged to divide my cares. Ah ! what can I 
fee in men, if thou ceafeft to be my direftor, 
or if I ceafe to fee thee in them ? 



I will lift up mine eyes to the hills from whence cometh 
my help. Pfalm cxxi. i • 

IT would be in vain for me to have my eyes 
fixed folely on my feet, to deliver me from the 
innumerable fnares that furround me. The 
danger is from below, but deliverance can 
come only from above. Thither my eyes are 
lifted up to behold thee, in every thing here ; 
both inward and outward, there is a fnare to 
me. It is towards thee, therefore, O Lord, 
my eyes and heart are lifted up. I would fee 
only thee j I would hope only in thee. . 
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LETTER t 

That the Love of God ought to be our Principle^ 
our Endj and our Rule^ in all Things. 

THE true manner of loving our neighbours, 
is to love them in and for God. This 
love requires from us nothing but innocent and 
regular manners. Nothing need be retrenched 
but what is evil, and ought to be retrenched, if 
we had no other principle but right realbn to 
direft us. 

The love of God does not require from 
every Chriftian the aufterities of the ancient 
hermits, nor that we ihould imitate their foli* 
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tary lives* It does not ufually require a re- 
nunciation of all good, lawfully acquired, or 
that we fliould part with all the advantages of 
our condition in life. It only requires that 
we ftiould be juft, fober, and moderate in a 
fuitable ufe of all thefe things. It o;nly requires 
that we {hould not make them our God, and 
our happinefs ; this love does not increafe our 
croffes, it finds them already thickly fown in 
every human ftate. Our croffes proceed from 
the infirmity of our bodies, and the paffions^ 
of our fouls : they proceed from our own 
imperfeftions, and the imperfeftions of thofe 
with whom we are obliged to Hve. It is not 
the love of God that caufes opr fufferings j 
on the contrary, it is that which foftens them, 
by the confolation with wHich it feafons them^ 
It even Icffens our griefs, in proportion as it 
moderates tlie heat of our paffions and our 
fenfibility, which are the fource of our real 
evils. If the love of God was perfeft in ua, 
fb as to detach us from all thaf we are afraid 
to lofe, it would put a period to all our for- 
rows, and render us happy in the enjpyment 
of a moft blcffed peace. 

This love does not difturb or unfettle any 
thing in the order that God has eftablHhed, 
It leaves the great in their greatnefs, and 
makes them little under the hand of him wha 
made them great. It leases the little in the 
Jownefs, and makes them content to be no- 
thing but as he pleafejt This content in the 

lowcft 
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loweft ftation, has nothing mean in it, but is 
true greatnefs. 

This love regulates and animates all thofe 
affe6tions which we owe to God's creatures. 
We never love our neighbour fo much, as 
when we love him for God, and with his love. 
When we love men without God, we love 
them only for ourfelves ; we feek in them our 
own intereft, either in a grofs, or more deli- 
cate and difguifcd manner. To love another 
for ourfelves, is to love him very impcrfcftlyj 
it is rather felf-love than true friendfhip- 



LETTER ir. 



To the Duke of Burgundy y Father of 

Louis XV. 

1708. 

I THANK God, from the bottom of mjr 
heart, that I fee with what Simplicity and 
kindnefs you condefcend to lay open to me all 
that paifes in your breaft. The greater the 
defigps of God are towards you, the more 
jealous he is of your natural lalents. It is his 
will that you fhould feel trouble, dejeftion, 
and oppreffion of hean, which overwhelms you, 
and weakneffes that render you diffatisfied with 
yourfelf ; it would difpleafe God if you fhould 
rejoice in your own ftrength, and refleft with 
complacency on your fuperiority over other 

men. 
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nen* Behave not as a great prince, but Ykt 
a little {hepherd who went with five ftoncs 
againft the giant Goliah. If you are not pre- 
judiced, eidier for or againft any one, and 
liften coolly to thofe you ought to liftcn to, or 
confult with, and if, without any refpcft to 
your own natural inclinations or prejudices, 
you follow what God prefent and humbly 
invoked, fliall infpire you with, you will fina 
yourfelf free, relieved, fimple, and well rc- 
folved: and you will commit no miftakcs, 
but fo far as you fail to aft with a continual 
dependance on the fpirit of grace, 

I blefs God for it, that yott are not infen- 
fible of your defefts, and that he has taught 
you to your coft, and by foch hard lefTons, to 
miftruft and defpair of yourfelf. But feck in 
God all the refourccs which you find wanting 
in yourfelf. I can de all thingSy fays St. Paul, 
thrm^h him who Jirengtheneth me.* Live by 
faith, and not by your own wifdom^ or your 
own courage. Do not be frightened at what 
you want : fbrive to gain it patiently by little 
and little, and in the conteil depend only on 
God. He (hews you how much wars are to be 
dreaded, how ufelefs the mighticfl armies arc, 
and how eafily the greateft nations are fhakem 
He fliews you how feverely the grcatcfl princes 
are cenfured by the publick, while flatterers 
ccafe not to offer inccnfe at their lhrines# 

* PhiL i». 13. 

When 
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When wc arc appointed to rule ovf r men, ire 
muft love them for the love of God, and fa- 
faaifice ourfelves for their happinefs, though 
we know they fpeak evil of us, even while wc 
rule chem wkh kindnefs and modo^rion. 

As to your piety, if you would do honour 
to it, you cannot be too attentive to render it 
fwect, fimple, and eafy. Proceed direftly to 
the extirpation of your principal defefts, through 
your love of God, and a renunciation of feif- 
lovc. 



LETTER III. 

To the fame. 

I SHOULD be inconfolable on account of 
the misfortunes you experience, but in expec- 
tation of the fruit God will enable you to draw 
from thefe trials. God often beftows temporal 
profperiiics on the wicked, to fhew how lightly 
lie dtcems what the world is fo dazzled with j 
but for croffes he refenres them for his own^ 
who he would humble under his Almighty hand> 
and make them the objefts of his delight.— 
Every man wants much, be he otherwife ever 
fo great, who has never known adverfity.— 
Great princes, above all other men, require 
leflbns of adverfity } it is generally what they 

molt 
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moll fland in need of. They have occafion fof 
opppfition, to teach them moderation. 

Without oppofition, princes might .forget , 
that they, are human. They fliould be fenfiblc, , 
that every thing is fubjeft to viciiEtude ; that 
even their greatnefs is fickle ; and that all men, 
who are now fo ofiicious in their fervices, would ■ 
forfake them if they Ihould lofe that greatnefs. 



An Extrad fr$m the Princess Anfwers t$ 

Letters. 

I SHALL endeavour to follow the advice 
you give me ; and I beg you will pray to God 
to give me his grace fo to do : alfo that he may 
grant me to love him above all things, and 
that I may love myfelfj my friends and enemies, 
in him, and for him. I hear many things that 
are faid of me, and {hall hear more. I con- 
demn myfelf for things in which I am faulty, 
and the reft I defpife, fincerely pardoning thofe 
that would do me wrong, and praying for them. 
I am determined to give myfelf up to God. 
Pray to him that he would finiih in me what he 
has begun, and dettroy in me what comes from 
fin and fclf. 
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LETTER IV. 

On the Happinefs of thofe who leave all in confer 
quence of their being converted to God. 

WHAT I have been told of the fituation of 
your heart fo afFefts me, that I muft lay afidc 
all ceremony with you. I am under a neceflity 
of telling you, that we muft yield to God, when 
he invites us to let him reign in our hearts.-— 
Did we deliberate fo much, when the world 
invited us to yield ourfelves to be feduced by 
amufements and our paffions ? Did we then fo 
hefitatc ? Have we as much refifted the evil, as 
we have the good ? Did we ever ferioufly reflcft 
when we ftrayed from the path of virtue, whea 
we corrupted ourfelves, when we afted con- 
trary to the inward diftates of our hearts and 
reafon, in queft of vanity, or fenfual pleafure? 

Do we confider, that it is an all-powerful 
hand that has made us ? Do we make it our 
bufinefs to acknowledge that we owe all to him 
from whom we hold all, and that he has made 
us for himfelf alone ? Inftead of this, we are 
apt to waver, we deliberate, we raife doubts 
with regard to the-cleareft matters; wfe fear 
being too credulous ; we are apprehenfive of 
giving too much to him for whom all is not 
niore than fufEcient ; we dare not let the world 
fee that we are defirous of ferving God : in a 
word, we are as timorous, irrcfolute, and uneafy 

1- wit^ 
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with regard to virtue, as we have been prc- 
fumptuous and ipconfidcrate in our irregular 
courfes. 

- 1 defirc but one thing of ypu> which is, to 
follow fimply the bias that is in the bottom of 
your heart towards that which is good, as you 
iiave formerly followed the diftates of your 
pamons towards that which is evil. As oftcu 
as you examine the fundamentals of religion, 
you will readily acknowledge thfit there can be 
nothing folid objeAed \o them, ?ind that they 
who oppofe them, only do fo that they may 
not fubjeft themfelves to the reftraints of virtue: 
thus they refufe to follow God, only to pleafc 
themfelves. I would afk, What do we riik by 
ferving God ? We (hall have nearly the fame 
duties to perform, and the fame, pains patiently 
to fufFcr ; but then we fliall add to them ^ 
confolation of loving what is fupremely amiable; 
of labouring and luiFering to pleafe our mw 
and perfeft friend, who keeps account of our 
fipalleft performances, and rewards them an 
hundred-fold in this life, by that peace which 
he fheds in our hearts. Laftly, we fhall add to . 
them the blelTed hope of everlafting life. 

Alk your virtuous friends, -of whofe fmcerity 
you have no doubt ; aik them what it has coft 
them to ferve God, whether they repent their 
being engaged in his fervice. They were once 
in the world like yourfelf ; afk them whether 
they regret their having forfaken it, or if the 
intQxicatipn of Babylon is fwecter than the 

^ "peace 
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peace of Sion ? They wiU fay, whatever crofled 
we fufFcr in the Chriftian life, we never lofe 
that peace of mind, in which we are content 
with all we fufFer, and never dcfire thofc joys 
we are deprived of. 



From LETTER V. 

Containing divers admonitions and precautions id 
a per/on^ whoj whil/i living in the ^orldy is 
defirous of being converted unto God. 

THE principal point is, that in good eameft 
you devote yourfelf to God, which is to be 
cflfefted by a due diftnift of yourfelf, fuitable 
to the many experiences you have had of your 
own weaknefs j and to renounce, without delay, 
all fuch company as endangers your relapfe.— 
If you are defirous of loving God, why will 
you pafs your life with thofe who love him not, 
and make a jeft of his love ? Why arc you not 
pleafed with the company ctf thofe that love 
God, a connexion with whom would be a means 
of Itrengthening and eftablilhing your love?—* 
I do not defire you to break precipitately and 
abfolutely with all your friends, and thofe per^ 
fons whom a proper regard to decency obliges 
you to have fomc intcrcourfc with j ftUl lefs Ao 
\' i*z I delire 
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I defire that you fliould abandon what arc called 
duties. But I fpeak of fuch continued connex- 
ions as have a natural tendency to enervate the 
mind, and which inf'enfibly draw us away in 
oppofition to our beft refolutions. I fpeak of 
avoiding frequent converfations with vain per- 
fons, whofc ambition is to pleafe, and all other 
company that awakens your tafte for pleafure, 
and occafions a diffipation that is exceedingly 
dangerous. All this would be very hurtful to 
men the moft confirmed in virtue, and confe- 
quently is ftill more pernicious to one who Ijas 
only taken the firft ftep towards it. 

The holy fcripture fays. He that loveth danger^ 
Jhall perijh therein. It is neccffary, however 
dear it may coft us, to leave all fuch things as 
border upon vice. We are obliged, according 
to the command of Jefus Chrift, to cut off our 
band^ and pluck out our eye^ if they offend us;^ 
that is to fay, if they become fnares to us, and 
endanger our falL 

One principal thing you have to do, is, to 
withdraw from all thofc amufements, that are 
ftill more dangerous for you, than for others ; 
and to cpnfine yourfelf to the fociety of a few 
feleft perfons, who think as you would wifli to 
4o all your life. 

'* Matth. v« 29> 30. 
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LETTER VI. 

Admonitions to a per/on wavering with regard U 

his Converjion to God^ 

SUFFER mc to (how you how blamablc 
you would be, in the fight of God, Ihould you 
refifl: the knowledge oi the Truth, and ihoic 
lively fentiments with which God has .infpired 
you. This would be to rcfift the Holy Spirit 
kfelf.^ The journey you have been at the pains 
to take, would condemn you. You cannot 
doubt of the bafenefs of the world, its incapa- 
city to make you happy, or of the illufion that 
tliere is in all its flattering promifes^ You feel 
the reality of the exiftcnce of God, by the 
wifdom which fliines forth in all his works, and* 
die virtues with which he infpires thofe mea 
who arc filled with his Ipvc- What can you 
objefl againft tWngs that are fo convincing^ 
except your love of liberty, or unaptnefs to be 
taught ? You are afraid to. bear the yoke ; and 
this is the true leaven oi a certain incredulity 
which produces your objeftions. You would 
perfuade yourfelf, that your belief is not yet 
ftrong enough, and that in tliis ftate of doubt 
you cannot take any ftep towards religion 
without .rafhnefs, and being in danger of an 
hnmediate relapfe: but In thefe doubts you 
impcrfe upon yourfelf, in order to difpenfe with 
i^e dcftruftion of feif, and the lacrifice of a. 

I- 3. liberty 
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liberty of which felf-love is jealous. You can 
objeft nothing to the truths of religion, but, the 
fear of being too much reftrained, and leading 
a melancholy uncomfortable life ; nothing but 
the fear of being carried further than you 
defire in the road to perfeftion. It is by fetting 
a high value on religion ; feeling its ^m autho- 
rity ; and feeing the facrifice it infpires, that 
you are afraid of it, and dare not give yourfelf 
up to it. 

But permit me to tell you, that you do not 
yet know how fweet and amiable it is. You 
fee what it takes away, but you fee not what 
it gives. God will conduft you with difcretion : 
if he rcftrains your corrupt paffions, he will by 
the virtue of his love give you fuch a tafte for 
truth and virtue, as will be fuperior to all your 
Irregular inclinations. 

Be juft to yourfelf, and you will foon be jiift 
with regarcj to God. Humble yourfelf, be 
diflSdent of yourfelf, be litde in your own eyes, 
be fenfible of the darknefs of your underftand- 
ing, and the frailty of your heart. Inftead of 
pretending to judge of God, fuffer yourfelf to 
be judged by him, and acknowledge that you 
'ftand in need of his alliftance, in order to your 
reformation. Nothing is great but this inward 
litricnefs of the foul. Nothing is reafonable, 
but this juft difavowai of our own erring 
reafon. \^ 

O how enlightened is the humble foul I What 
truths it fees, whea it is thoroughly convinced 

of 
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of Its own darknefs, and is left without any 
further rciburce for its prefumption ! 



LETTER VII. 

The Danger of a P erf on engaged in the World. 

I HExlRTILY pity M s^ as I perceive 

his prefent conflift is very great. He has begun 
to turn to God, but his virtue is yet weak. He 
is under a neceffity of wreftling with all his 
natural propenfities, his inclinations, thofe habits 
to which he is moft attached, and likewife his 
ftrongefl pafEons. He is accuftomed to conti- 
nual diffipation, and has not lefs to refift from 
without than within. He is fun-ounded with 
temptations, and bad examples : every thing 
he fees, leads him to evil ; he is at a diftance 
from all good examples, or good advice* An 
infant piety, fo circumftanced, is, I grant, cx- 
pofed to an uncommon trial. Yet I cannot 
think it agreeable to the defign of God, that 
he fliould fuddenly abandon his empteyment 
without payiilg any regard to form or decency. 
If he is faithful to attend to thofe duties wluch 
are likely to help him, to watch over hrs own 
conduft, to b^ diffident of himfelf, and avoid 
diffipation, I hope God will take care of him, 

and 
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and not fuffer him to be tempted above what 
he is able. That conduft which God infpires, 
and which is the refult of his love^ is generally 
direfted by a gentle and imperceptible Provi- 
dence ; which To leads to the things required, 
that they appear to come of themfelves. There 
muft be nothing forced or irregular. It is better 
to wait a little, to open the door with the key> 
than, through impatience, to break the lock.— 
If this retreat proceeds from God, his hand will 
open the way for it : he muft rely only upoa 
God, and fear nothing fo much as his own 
frailty. I wifti then that he may be very wary 
with regard to the temptations incident to his 
employment, but not to throw it up in a preci* 
pitate manner. Let him fear, left he deceive 
himfelf : perhaps he thinks lefs of fecuring hij 
falvation, than of leading a more eafy, fweety 
and agreeable life ; and flies l^fs from fin than 
from the difgufts, the troubles, the ficitigues, and 
reftrainis of his prefent fituation. This is a 
natural deception; and it is very common for 
felf-love to perfuade- us, that we aft from s 
confcientious principle, when it is that w^hich in 
faft has the greaieft afcendency in our deter-^ 
mination. 

O how does God compaffionate and confolc 
the contrite heart, which has refource to liira; 
with confidence t He has compaffion. on all; he 
is inexhauftible in goodnefs, patience, and iovc» 
I pray that he may dircft our friend. 

LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 

How to difiinguijh the Impulfes of Grace from 

thofe of Nature. 

I HAVE confidercd your difficulty with re- 
gard to diftinguilhing between the impulfes of 
grace, and thofe of d'lfguifed nature. The beft 
evidence that we are aftuated by grace, is, firft, 
when the outward aftion is pure, and conform- 
able to the perfection of evangelical counfels : 
fecondly, when wc aft with fimplicity and csilm- 
nefs, without gmy eager defire with regard to 
the aftion, but are content to abftain from it, 
if it appears that we ought to do fo : thirdly, 
that after having done it, we feek not by uneafy 
jreflcftions to jultify the a£Hon, but readily fub- 
mit to have it found fault with ; and in the end 
do not appropriate to ourfelves the aftion, but 
leave it to the judgment of God: fourthly, 
.when,* after the aftion, the foul remains in its 
fimplicity, peace, reftitude, lowlinefs, and dif- 
appropriation. 

There is one thing which appears to mc 
worth obferving, which is, that it is often more 
eafy to perceive what is the refuit of nature 
than of grace. Let us peaceably drop natural 
impulfes, as well thofe of idlcnefs as thofe of 
impetuofity ; thofe that are the^ confequence of 
a refined underftanding, as thofe that are 
excited by the grof§ defires of the flefli j and 

in 
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in this peace let us aft, without exceeding the 
bounds of Chriftian precepts and counfels, as 
our hearts dtftate to us in the prefence of God, 
in order to our dying to ourfelves, and pleafing 
our well-beloved.* 

But we mufl be careful left we fall into 
fcruples, and dangerous trouble, by defiring fo 
to order all things, that we may affure ourfelves 
we perform them through grace ; for this would 
be to quench grace, by requiring an affurancc 
that we follow it; under a pretence of fectirity, 
it would be entering into all the views of felf- 
love, which we pretend to ftiun : it would ht 
paffing our life in reafoning on the operations 
of grace, without daring to truft ourfelves to 
them ; it would be following nature to difcover 
grace, and to conftrain the ftate of faith*— 
And now, to fpeak more immediately and di- 
reftly to your own cafe, remember that the 
bias of your nature, and the fiiare of illuiion, 
which you arc to fear, is not grofs debauche- 
ries, but the exceffes of reafon, and the intem- 
perance of a wifdom diving too deep, Reafon 
but little, and do much ; inftead of which you 
are tempted to reafon much, and by that means 
to do little. Even wifdom ought to be fober, 
and temperate. This fobriety, and the fimpli- 
city of the underftanding, are the fame thing. 
Reafoning produces nothing but irfefolution, 
and is a hindrsmce to the work of God. Walk 
in the light, white it Ihines forth, inftead of 
examining into the fource and caufc of it.-^ 

The 
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The exercife of true love difpels all doubts, 
Qod loaths fpeQi^adve reafoning. 
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LETTER IX. 

ji Letter of Confolation. 

IT is but a poor confolation to tell you that 
I have a deep fcnfe of your calamity. It is, 
nevcrthelefs, all that human weakncfs can do ; 
and to do any thing more, we muft have re* 
courfc to God. It is to him then, that I 
^drefs myfelf ; to that comforter of the afflifted, 
and .proteftor of th^ weak. I beg of him not to 
deliver you from your trouble, but that he may 
make it profitable to you, that he would give 
you ftrerigth to bear it. The fovereign remedy 
againft the great . evils of our nature, is fharp 
affliftions ; it is in the midft of forrows that we 
accompli (h the great myftery of Chriftianity, 
that is to f^y, the inward crucifixion of the old 
man. It is here the virtue of grace unfolds 
itfelf, and operates moft intimately, which is to 
teach us.not to have a dependancc on ourfclves. 
We muft cpme out of ourfelves, to be able 
to refign ourfelves to God. Thus our heart, 
wounded in the moft tender part, troubled in 
it$ fweeteft, moftjuft, and iimocent attachments^ 
^ perceives 
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perceives it can no longer keep poffeffion of 
itfeif, and is drawn from itfelf, that it may 
advance towards (jod. 

T)bis is the great remedy againft the evils 
fin has oppreffed us with; the remedy is fevcrc, 
but the evil alfo is very deep. God ftrikcs 
two perfons nearly united, which proves an 
unfpeakable good to each : he takes one to 
heaven, and renders this affliftive ftrokc falu- 
tary to the other, who remains on eanh. This 
is what God has done for you. May he, by 
his holy Spirit, awaken your faith, fo that you 
nlay be penetrated with thefe truths ! This fliall 
be my prayer ; and as I have great confidence 
in the prayers of people in affliftion, I beg you 
will pray for me in the midft of your forrows. 
Your charity will tell you what I want, and 
cajife you to alk it for me with earneftnefs. 



LETTER X. 

Hearts^ united in God^ are together^ however 

feparated by Space. 

AT the bottom of mylieart I an^ always 
united to you and your dear family. Though 
we cannot fee each other, yet are we very 
near ; whereas people who meet often in the 
Ikme room, are in reality veiy diftant the one 

from 
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from the othen God unites all, and, with 
regard to hearts united in him, annihilates the 
greateft diftances. 

I am not infenfible of the lofe I fuftain in 
being deprived of the fight of you, but I muft 
bear it patiently as long as God pleafes, and 
even till death, if it be his will. Let your 
neccffary duties engage your attention. As 
For the reft, be retired and recollefted, careful 
to regulate well your affairs. May our Lord 
briefs your houfehold, and may it ever be his 
3wru 



LETTER XL 

^he 'Danger of an a^ive and diffipated Spirit. 

I AM pleafed with the excellent letter you 
have wrote to . me : I fee in \t your heart ! I 
hope God will preferve you from the contagion 
of the. age. The chief thing for you to guard 
againft is, an eafy temper, and natural aftivity. 
You have a greater tendency to diflipation than 
moft people, and when diffipated you become 
weak. As you can only have your ftrength 
from God, you muft not wonder that you are 
left deftitute of his help, when you leave him. 
It is enough that he fupports us when we 
do not jBy from himj but when we eftrange 

M ourfelves 
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ourfelvcs from him, and fear not to fall> we 
cannot hope for his alllftance, which is met 
with in recoileftion and prayer. You have an 
opennefs of manner which pleafcs and prepof- 
feiTes the world in your favour: there is no- 
thing fo dangerous as the power of pleafing: 
felf-Iove is charmed with it, and this poifons 
the heart. At firft people amufe and flatter 
themfelves ; then they are difEpated ; and find 
all their good refolutions diminifh; then they 
become intoxicated with themfelves and the 
world ; that is to fay, with pleafure and vanity: 
afterwards finding themfelves at a diftancc from 
God, they have no longer courage to return, 
and dare not think of making the neceflfary 
facrifices. 

You have no remedy but to guard againft 
diflfipation. I intreat you to devote one quarter 
of an hour every, morning, and the fame 
towards evening, to reading and meditation, 
with fireedom, fimplicity, and aflFe£tion. From 
time to time endtavour to renew the prefence 
of God in your foul, and your intention to aft 
for him: be humbled at the fenfe of your 
faults ; ftrive to correft them ; without flatter- 
ing be patient with yourfelf, as you would be 
with another. I Ihall, with all my heart, pray 
fox you. 
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LETTER XII. 

We nmjl prefer Humility^ Charity^ and the Prac^ 
tice of what we already know, to Reputation j 
and the Dejire of knowing more. 

I AM very well fatisfied with your difpofi- 
tions, and you do well to acquaint mC) with 
fo much fimplicity, of what paffes within you* 
There is nothing to be wondered at, in your 
having a kind of ambition to advance yourfeif 
in fpirituality, and to be in the confidence of 
eminent people who are fervants of God. Self- 
love naturally feeks fuch kind of diflinftions to 
Qatter it. But remember, you muft not be 
pleafed with a fort of ambition that makes a 
Qiining progrefs in virtue, or defires the confi- 
dence of diftinguifhed pcrfons : no, you mud 
die to the flattering appetites of felf-love ; you 
muft humble yourfeif, love obfcurity and con- 
tempt, and aim at God alone. 

It is not by hearing or reading a book on 
perfeftion, that we become perfeflf. The great, 
point is, not to hear ourfelves, but to liften to 
God in filence, to renounce all vanity, ^d to 
apply ourfelves to real virtues. Spesik little, 
and do much, without defiring to be noticed. 
God will teach you more than all thic moft 
experienced people, or all the moft fpiritual 
books. Ah ! why do you defire fo much 
knowledge ? What do you want to kam, if it 

M 2 be 
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be not to be poor in fpirit, and to find all yonr 
knowledge in Chrilt crucified ? Knowledge puff- 
eth up^ but charity alone edijicth. Alas, is fo 
much knowledge neceffary to . know how to 
love God, and to renounce ourfelves for the 
love of him ? You know a great deal more 
than you praftife; you have much lefs occafion 
for new lights, than to follow thofe you have 
already received. O how we deceive ourfelves 
when we think we advance by rcafoning with 
inquifitivenefs ! Be humble, and never cxpcA 
from men the gifts of God. 



LETTER XIIL 

yi a'void looking into Futurity^ and io live in 
Faith and Reftgnation to the will of God. 

REGARD not diftant events: this uncafi- 
nefs about the future is in oppofition to the 
grace received. When God affifts you, regard 
him alone in the afliftance he gives you, and 
receive it each day, as the Ifraelites did the 
manna, without providing for the next. Two 
things are neceffary to the life of pure faith. 
The firft is, that we behold God alone, under 
all the imperfeft coverings^ that conceal him ; 

the 



Ae fccond is, conftantly to have our fouls kept 
in a ftate of dependance. 

This perpetual dependance, this obfcurity, 
and this peace of the foul in the uncertainty of 
what may happen to it, is a true martyrdom 
without oftentation. The death is fo flow and 
inward, that it is almoft as often hid from the 
foul that fuffers it, as from thofe who are igno- 
rant of its ftate. When God takes from you 
his gifts, he knows how to fupply their place, 
either by other inftruments, or by himfelf. 
Even ftones in his hand can become children 
of Abraham. Eat then in peace your daily 
bread. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof^ 
To-morrow will provide for the things of itfelf^ 
He^who feeds us to-day, .the fame will feed us 
to-morrow. 



LETTER XIV. 

THE ftate of the apoftles between .the af- 
ccnfion of the Son of God, and the coming of 
the Holy Ghoft, was a ftate of prayer and 
retirement; in which they waited for power 
from on high. The preparation for your re- 
ceiving the Holy Spirit, is not to liften to your 
own: fpirit. The only obftacle 1 fear for yoa 
rs the want of quiet ; give up all doubts and 
fcruples, let them buzz in your imagjfnatiott 

j4 3 like- 
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Kke bees in a hive ; if you ftir them up, you 
will provoke them, and they will do yoa much 
harm ; if you do not meddle with them, pu 
will only hear their noife, and be afraid of 
them. 

Accuftom yourfelf to f eace of heart, in op- 
pofition to your reftlefs imagination. 



LETTER XV. 

We are not io be difturbed at the IrrcgidariiUi 
of Mefij but fubmit every Thing to Godj in 
the Accomplifhments of our Duties • 

A WARM imagination, a vivacity of fen- 
timents, or a multiplicity of words, do fcarcdy 
any thing ; the effeftual method is to aft be- 
fore God in a thorough difengagement, doing 
all we can by his light, and being content with 
the fuccefs he is pleafed to give. One word 
fpoken fmiply in this peace, operates more than 
all our ardent and eager cautions. As it is 
the Spirit of God that then fpeaks, it lofes 
nothing of its ftrength and authority j k en- 
lightens, perfuades, affefts, and edifies. Litde 
is fpoken, yet every thing is done. On the 
contrary, when we are led by the vivacity of 
our nature^ we make many fubtle and fuper- 

flu(His 



( »39 ) 

fluous refleftions, we are afraid we never fpeak 
or do enough, we exhaiift our fpirits, are diffi- 
pated, and yet nothing is done. 

Let the water flow ; let men be men, that is 
to fay, weak, vain, inconftant, unjuft and af- 
fuming. Do not difturb yourfelfi Inure your- 
felf to what is unreafonable and unjuft. Reft 
in peace in the bofom of God, who fees bettor 
than you all thefe evils, and who permits them. 
Be contented to do with coolneis the little that 
depends upon you: let every thing elfe be, 
with regard to you, as if it was not. 1 am 
well pleafed to find, that you have leifure 
hours. Be neither covetous' nor prodigal of 
them. 



LETTER XVI. 

I 

I SYMPATHIZE in all your troubles; 
but there is a neceflity for our bearing the crofs 
with Jefus Chrift in this fhort life. In a little 
time there will be an end of our fuffering, 
when we (hall reign with God the Comforter, 
who will wipe away our tears, and before 
whom our forrows and fighings (hall flee away 
for ever. While we remain in this momentary 
ftate, whofe trials are fo light, let us fuffer 
humbly and in peace. Self-love magnifies 
them in our imagination. A crofs, borne in 

fimplicity. 
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fimplicity. Without thcfe returns of^ felf-lovc, h 
made light to us. When we fufFer in this fim- 
plicity of love, we are notwithftanding happy, 
for love is pleafed to fufFer for the fake of 
its well -beloved : and the crofs that makes 
us conformable to him, carries its confolation 
with it. 

Bear the heavy burden of the aged, who is 
no longer able to bear it herfelf. Reafon 
grows weak at that age ; even virtue, unlefs it 
be well grounded, feems to flacken: humour 
and fretfulnefs have then the ftrength which the 
underfiandmg lofes. 



LETTER XVII. 

I AM not forry that age and infirmities 
make you now regard death, as near at hand, 
much more iferioufly than you formerly did 
when at a diftance. A diftant and confufed 
view which we fom^tipfies have, and is jfre- 
quently diverted, is but like a dream : but the 
fame view when feen in folitude and the weak- 
ncfs of age, brings near us, and realizes the 
objeft. , 

We (hould defire our diffolution (when it 
pleafes the Almighty fo to order). No doubt 
there is a joy in dying j but this joy does not 

depend 
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depend oil us ; many great faints have been 
deprived of it : let us be content with wanting 
that which is not given us to tafle. Let 
Nature refufe the bitter cup ; but let the 
inward man fay with Jefus Chrifl, Never thelefs 
not as I willj but as thou wilt. We are not 
mafter of our fentiments, but we are of our 
confcnt, affifled by the grace of God. 

We properly enough wait for death, when 
we endeavour to be detached from every thing; 
when we humble ourfelves for our fmallell 
faults, with a defire of correfting them ; when 
we walk in the prefencc of God; when we are 
traftable and patient in ficknefs ; when wc 
give ourfelves up to the fpirit of grace to aft 
under its influence ; laftly, when we feck to die 
to felf on all occafions, before the death of the 
body happens. Make a good ufe of your faults; 
affift your neighbour; difregard the forgetful- 
nefs of man ; the faithful friend, the fpoufc of 
the heart, will niver forget you* 



LETTER XVIIL. 

IT appears to me that you want to be foft- 
ened with regard to the defefts of other people. 
[ grant you cannot avoid feeing them whea 
:hey arc before you, nor can you prevent re- 

flefting 
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flefting on the principles that feem to goverfl 
fome men. It is fufficient that you are willing 
to bear with certain defefts ; that you pafs no 
judgment on thofe that are doubtful, and that 
you do not indulge an uneafinefs which would 
make you fhun fociety. 

Perfeftion eafily bears the impcrfeftion of 
others, God leaves, in the beft fouls, certain 
weakncflcs entirely difproportioned to their 
high ftatc, to (how them by what remains, 
how much mifery he has taken from them. 

I alk of ypu now more than ever not to fpare 
my faults. When you think you fee one, 
which perhaps I have not, it will not difturb 
me if your admonition wounds me, the fenfi- 
bility will fhew me you have touched me to the 
quick ; fo you will do me much good by exer 
cifing me in abjeftion, ancf accuftoming me to 
be found fault with. I have more need than 
others to be pulled down, as I am more ele- 
vated by my fituatipn in life, and God requires 
from me a greater death to all things. I have 
occafion for this fimplicity ; and I hope it will 
cement our union, inftcad of difTolving it. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 

TRUE refignation has no road of its own, 
or defire of pleafing itfelf ; it goes on ftrait, as 
God pleafes. The ftrait road is the renouncing 
ourfelves, that God may be all, and we nothing. 
I hope that he who gives fodder to the cattle, 
and feeds the young ravens, will take care of 
you, Happy is he, who, like Jefus Chrift, 
has not wheje to lay his head ! When we have 
delivered ourfelves up to the inward poverty, 
fliall we be afraid of the outward ? Be faithful 
to God, and God will be fo to his promifes. 
Do honour to religion, that is fo defpifed, and 
it will reward you with ufury. 

Be afraid of your vivacity, your love of the 
world, and the fecret ambition, which Hides 
into tho* heart without your perceiving it. Be 
not drawn afide by political converfation, or 
jovial mirth, which will diiGpate you, and in- 
difpofe you for recollcftion and prayer, Con- 
traft your difcourfe ; be careful of your time ; 
do every thing in order, and with regularity ; 
and let good works take place of fine difcourfes. 
Confine your attention to the prefent moment ; 
cat your daily bread : the morrow Jball take 
thought for the things of itfelf : fufficient to the day 
is the evil thereof It is tempting God to provide 
manna for feveral days. You. cannot this day 
have to-morrow's grace* 

LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 

« 

THE conCderation of the greatnefs and 
goodnefs of God, may often be the fubjeft of 
your meditations. Aflc of God fuch aflPeAions 
as will attach you to him. For it is not through 
the underftanding, or reafoning, that he draws 
fouls to him, but through die difpofition of our 
heart, and the abafement of our underftanding. 

Deteft an effeminate, indolent, trifling life. 
As to your aftions, when they are good in 
themfelves, reprefs all refleftions on the mo- 
tives that incited you to perform them ; other- 
wife you will never have done with yourfelf. 
You will be difturbed, difcouraged, and by vain 
reafoning on your aftions, will lofe the time for 
afting. Let not your piety be melancholy> 
auftere, and forced : — Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is J there is liberty. If you once love him 
with all your heart, you will be ^Imoil always 
joyful, and your heart at liberty. But -if you 
only turn to him, as the Jews did, through fear, 
you will not find him ; but inftead of him, will 
find nothing but forrow. Be friendly, obliging, 
and courteous ; this will caufe you to be be- 
loved. Let it be feen, that it is not through 
aifeftation, or dullnefs, but through true reli- 
gion, that you renounce youthful vanities and 
luils. Moreover, let it be feen that you are 
difcreet, and to be depended on in all your 
dealings 5 and be not ceremonious* Have but 

few 
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few friends, and many acquaintances. Be care- 
ful to pleafe thofc who pafs for good men, and 
whofe efteem is reputable. Do not fear to alk 
fuch perfons queftions, when you grow a little 
intimate with them. 



LETTER XXL 

• 

I HAVE often thought of the things youf. 
mentioned to me yefterday, and I more and 
more hope that God will fupport you. Though 
ypu do not find a great relift). for the praftice 
of piety, yet you muft not fail to be as faitliful 
in it as your health will permit. A fick man 
.recovering, ftill loathes his food; but for all. 
his want of appetite, he muft cat, in order to 
"nourifh himfelf. 

It would be ufeful to you fomctimes, to have 
a little Chriftian converfation witli fuch perfonj 
as you might open yourfelf to; but with regard 
to your choice of, theq^ I leave you at liberty^ 
according to your prefent liking. God di-awiJ 
you to himfelf by a fenfible ftroke, and I am 
glad of. it, provided you remain firm in what is 
good ; for a fidelity, fupportcd without taftc, is* 
much purer and more proof againft all dangers, ^ 
than the greatcft relentin^s which are but too 
imaginaiyrj . 

N LETTER 
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LETTER XXm 

The Effe{tt of Indolence and Amafententt ; wttb 
Rules for our ConduQ in order to overcome them, 

WHAT you have moft to fear is indolence 
and amufement. Even people, who are well 
refolved in the praftice of virtue, and whofe 
minds are filled with the horror of vice, thefe 
two defcfts are enough to throw into the moft 
frightful difordcrs. Indolence is a confumption 
of the foul, which ftiipifies it, and takes from 
it all relifli for what is good. You fhould thcit 
have a vigorous faith, that will matter this 
indolence without ever hearkening to it. As 
foon as we begin to liften to it, all is loft. It 
does as much mifchief, with refpeft to the 
world, as with refpeft to God. A man that is 
effeminate and diiHpated, cannot but be a mean 
man; and if he has great employments, they 
CMily difhonour him. .The love of his eafc 
always overcomes him, in fpite of his greateft 
interefts. He knows not how to improve his 
talents, or get a neceflkry knowledge in his 
pr<^effion, or confine himfelf to the toilfbme 
ikities of it ; neither can he fb Icmg fubmit to 
reftnunt, as to accommodate himfelf ta the 
liking of other people, nor apply himfelf with 
courage towards his own reitMrmation. 

This is the fluggard, fpokcn- of in. the (crip- 
tore, who would and who would not; w^ 

would 
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would do what he ought while it is afer dS, 
but whofe arms want ftrength as foon as he 
beholds this work at hand. What can we do 
with fuch a man ? He is good for nothing.—* 
Bufinefs wearies him ; ferious reading fatigues 
him. He muft pafs his life on a bed of down. 
Does, he work ? The moments feem hours to 
him. Does he amufe himfelf ? The hours arc 
then like moments to him. All his time is loil ; 
he knows not what he is doing in it ; he lets it 
pafs away like the waters under the arch of a 
bridge. Aik him what he has done in the 
morning: he has done nothing; for he has 
lived without thinking whether he lived or not# 
He has flept as long as he could \ has been 
long dreffing ; talked to the firfl comer ; and 
taken fbme turns in his chamber. Dinner 
comes on the table : the afternoon he fpends 
like the morning, and his whole life like this 
day. Once more : fuch a man is good for no- 
thing. Even pride muft render him infupport- 
able to himfelf, in a (late fo unworthy of si 
man. 

Such a man will not only be incapable dF 
doing what is good, but will, by degrees, fidi 
into the greateft evils. Pleafure will betray 
Kim. It is not for nothing that the flefh defiret 
to be indulged : afta: having appeared indo* 
lent and infenfible, it will fuddenly becom^ 
furious and brutal. You "mil not perceive thk 
fire till it is too late to ^xtingutft it. You muft 
alfo fear, left your fentiments in ^ digio^ inixing 
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\vith your foftnefs, fhould engage you, by de- 
grees, in a Angular life, . wh ch will have forae 
outward regularities, but nothing folid within. 

A ferious indolence, where the paflions bear 
a lamentable fway, is produftive of an obfcure, 
flothful, and corrupted life; at which even the 
world, bad as it is, cannot avoid being (hocked. 
Thus, by little and little, you will quit the 
world, for an indolent life; which will be little 
lefs contrary to the mind of God, than the moft 
depraved paffions. But let us confider how to 
?irm againft this evil. With' regard to your 
bufinefs, you fhould /i-egulate it, doing all 
things by rule; and fo fettle your affairs as 
ieldom to break in upon the plan you lay down. 
Ncgleft not your meditative reading in the 
morning; let that be the firft thing you .do, 
while people may imagine you arc in bed. 
Towards evening read again. If you then find 
in yourfelf an inclination for a little rccoUcftion, 
by yielding to it, you will accuftom yourfelf to 
fpend the evening like the morning. 

You fliould receive every one with civility. 

Let there be no air of pride, nor affc£httion, nor 

forwardnefs. Shew yourfelf to be a gentleman : 

falute and behave well to all the .world, yet 

(converfe with but few. Bad company is dif- 

honourable to all ; but cfpecially to a young 

man, who has not as yet an eftabliflied character. 

Tou muft vifit but few, and never thofc of bad 

repute. Dp not ridicule them, as others do, 

but quietly avoid them* 

•: .* Befides 
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Befides your nevicx' preferring yourfelf W any 
Dne, your manners muft likewlfc be limplc and 
ingenuous ; your countenatice ^peft j and you 
aiuft obfervc a complacency in your -crarifient 
intercourfcs. Let every thing b^ a proof of 
nobility, and of a heart that is liberal, friendly, 
obliging, and affefted by merit; folicitous to ^ 
oblige, forry when you cannot. Endeavour to 
feafon 'a piece of fervice with what may render 
k obliging, without making a merit of it. In 
fuch conduft pride feeks glory, and religion 
muft thus feek true decency, from motives 
jvholly divine. Nothing is fo noble, fo great, 
fo heroicy as the heart of a true Chriftian;. 
but in it there muft be nothing falfe, nothing 
affefted, nothing but what is fimple, modcft, 
sind punftual in all things. 

As to real friends, you muft chufe them witb 
much caution ; and confequently limit yourfdf 
to a very fmall number : no intimate fricni^ 
that does not fear God, and whom the pure 
maxims of religion does not govern in all things ^ 
otherwife he may prove your ruin, be his kind-^ 
nefs for you ever fo great- Make choice, as 
much as you can, of friends a little older than 
yourfelf ; they will occafion ■ ytou tO' ripen 
fooner. Let your heart be open to your true 
friends ; no fecrecy with theni^ but the fecret <^ 
another, except in things you fear they may be 
ptefudiced agaiiift.' * 

Be difinterefted, faithful, aaive, and coftftant 
in yoiar frie'ftdfelp;. but never blbni to' the 
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IS, adore him as prefcnt, and offer yourfcif to 
him entirely ; then invoke of him the help of 
his holy fpirit for the great bufinefs you are 
about. You know how we have proceeded 
when together: remember you cannot do it 
with too much fimplicity. You are not to look 
for God in fine ideas, or extraordinaly meltings 
of the heart. Speak to him fimply, without 
much refleftion, and from the fuUnefs of your 
hean, as to a good friend. 

At firft, content yourfelf with a quarter of 
an hour in this meditation, akhough you ihould 
find it unprofitable and wearifome; but if it 
can be done without difficulty, and it nouriflies 
your heart, go as far as half an hour. Gene- 
rally fpeaking, it is beft to do little at firft, and 
to accuftom yourfelf to it by degrees. In the 
evening you may do the fame for another 
quarter of an hour, and you will find in time 
this other quarter will be lengthened to half an 
hour. You may finifli with a difpofition to 
give yourfelf up to God in thofe points you * 
have meditated on, and by thankfgiving for the 
good affcftions you have received. 

As to your fpiritual reading, be not fatisfied 
with believing and tafting the truths yon read, 
but apply them to your wants. Endeavour, 
not only for your pleafure to tafte, but to digefl: 
the heavenly bread, fo that it may nourifh you. 
Thofe who fwallow with eagemefs, and haftily, 
far from being fubftantially nourifhed, bring on 
dangerous incUgeftions. It is, therefore, better 

to 
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to read bm little, and read it attentively, and 
with recoUeftion* WhcR reading improves 
you, it becomes a kind of meditation, whereas 
the reading of perfons who are not fimpic 
enough, is but empty, and to very little pup 
pofe. Too great a variety of d^e jls in fpirituai 
reading, a^ in other things, dimpates the mind, 
prevents its entering into itfelf, and deprives k 
of its own npurifhmem.^ 



LETTER XXIV. 

• I AM not furprized at the troublie you meet 
with from many things that are in oppoiitidn to 
God : it is the natural effeft of the change of 
your heart;. You wifh to enjoy a certain calm, 
in which you might be at liberty to employ 
yonrfelf in thcrfe things you are affefted with, 
and be delivered from all that caufes your 
wounds to bleed afrefh. But God permits that 
what has formerly engaged your affedions and 
your time, flaould now trouble you, and ferve 
to Jncreafe your penitence. Bear then this 
crofs in peace, and wait till God relieves you^ 
He will do it in his own time, and not in yours*^ 
Neverthelefs, referve fome portion of your time 
for thinking on him, and of yourfelf, with re- 
gard to huzu Be upon your guard againft your 
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inclinations and habits : remember you bear the 
gifts of God in an earthen veffel. '^' 

To perform many diflGicult afticHw is not the 
thing wanted : do the fmalleft and mod ccmmion, 
with a heart devoted to God, and as a man who 
is defirous of anfwering the only end of his 
creation. You muft be fober at table, and 
fober every where elfe, fober in talking, fober 
in your expenfes, fober in judging, fober in 
your choice of company, fober in your amufc- 
ments, and even fober in your wifdom and 
forecaft, according to St. Paul's advice. It is 
this univerfal fobriety, in the ufe of the beft 
things, that the love of God makes us obferve; 
and to perform every thing with a delightful 
iimplicity. They who are pofTefled of it, are 
neither nretful, nor fcrupulous ; but have within 
them a principle of love, which fets the heart 
at liberty; which fweetens every thing, and 
without reflraint or trouble, infpires us with a 
certain delicacy never to difpleafe God, and 
which flops us when we are tempted to do 
wrong. 

In this (late we endure what is the common 
lot of men ; fatigues, difappointments, difEcul* 
tics with ourfelves as well as with others, 
temptations, and dejeftions. But if our croiTes 
arc in common with the world, the motives for 
bearing them are very diflfereni. ^^ know in 
Jcfus Chrift our Saviour the value and power 
of the crofs : it purifies, detaches us from the 
world, and renews our minds. We fee God 
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in all things ; but we never fee him fo clearly, 
nor with fo much advantage, as in our fufferings 
and humiliati(Mis. The crofs is the power d 
God ; the more it deftroys us, the more it 
advances the new being in Jefus Chrifl, to mife | 
a new man out of the ruins of the old Adam. 

If you can find out fome feniible friend,, who 
fears God, unburden your hearty by telling him 
fuch things as you think him capable of bearing* 
But confider God as the good friend of ibt 
heart, and that nobody can comfort like hinif 
There is none who, like him, underltands ^ 
at once, who enters into all our troubles, aad 
adapts himfeif to our neceilities before we a& 
him. 

Show an even fober conduft, without die 
affe£lation of what is good ; but be refolute in 
virtue, that the profligate may have no hopes of 
drawing you afide : you will the eafier get rid 
of them, and they will importune you lefsi 
when they find you faithfully attached to rdi* 
gion ; and chat you will not be drawn back 
from it. 

Rely not on your own ftrength, your refolu- 
tions, nor on your mod vigilant precautions 
(which however you ought to take with the 
greateft exaftnefs and care), but folely in the 
goodnefs of God, who has loved yoa before 
you loved him, and even when you ungrate* 
fully offended him« 
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LETTER XXV. 

I HOPE, that in tlu? ftatc of fq)aration and 
bittcmefs, you will find (for from the help of 
:he creatures) the moft powerful confolation. 
God will make you tafte what he is in faimfelf, 
Burhen every thing elfe fails you. When we 
rcfign ourfclves up to God, in time of peace and 
quiet, we neither know what we want, nor 
wrhat we promife : though om- refignation ihould 
be fincere, yet it is very fupcrficial ; but when 
the cup of bitternefs prefents itfelf to us, nature 
trembles, it fears, and is forrowful; it fays. 
Let this cup pa/s from me! Bleffed are they who 
can fupprefs this repugnance, and fay with the 
Son of CJod, Neverthelefs^ not as I will^ Intt as 
\hou wilt. 

The ftate of forrow which dge£b your 
heart, and the fight of an aflKfting objeft, 
which is always before your eyes, makes me 
Fear for your health. Take care of it, and turn 
to advantage any little comforts, that fhall come 
in your way : do every thing in fimpiictty. 



LETTER XXVL 

A VARIETY of bufinefs hurries you away 
with rapixiity, I have often bbferved, that you 
xre always mahnirj to go from one bnfinefs to 

another^ 
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another, though each in particular engages you 
too much. You are not flow, but tedious. You 
wafte a great deal of time on each bufinefs, not 
through the flownefs of your operations, for 
on the contrary they are hurried ; but by the 
multitude of affairs you crowd into them. You 
wifh to fay every thing on each fubjeft that has ' 
any relation to it. You always fear you do not 
fay enough. This makes each bufinefs too long, 
and obliges you to pafs from one affair to ano- 
ther, in hafte, and yet with delay. If you would 
cut them fhort, each bufinefs would be eafy, and 
find its place without being retarded : but in 
order to this, you fhould ftudy to retrench every 
thing that is not effential. 

To be fober in words, you muft be fo in 
thoughts. You muft not follow your natural 
eagernefs to pcrfuade others. You will not 
reach the fource of this evil, but by often fi- 
lencing your fpirit by means of inward filence. 
Thus you would fee, at the proper feafon, each 
bufinefs in a clear and funple light. You would 
fay iu two words all you had to fay, without 
lofmg fo much time to perfuade. You would 
be lefs burdened, more at liberty, more eafy, 
more regular, and fteady with regard to ybur- 
felf arid your neighbour. Befides, this filence, 
which would ihorten the manner of expediting 
your outward bufinefs, would accuftom you to 
tranfaft your affairs in the fpirit of prayer: 
without this you will be more and more fa- 
tigued arid e:chaufted \ the afiairs . which pre* 

judice 
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udice the foul in its inward bufincfs, will like- 
svife prejudice the health of the body. 

This calm and leifure will do all your bufinefs, 
which hard labour and hurry can never effeft. 
Liftcn a little lefs to your riboughts, that you 
inay be in a ftate to liften more to God. I dare 
promife, if you obferye this, and are faithful to 
the inward light on all occaiions, you will foon 
be eafed in all your duties ; be fitter to fervc 
your neighbour ; and at the fame time carry on 
the bufmefs of your employment better. 

It is not enough that you love good books : 
you fhould yourfelf be a living good book. 
You fhould be inwardly in reality what thefe 
good books teach. The faints, in former times, 
had more troubles and crofTes than you: it was 
in the midft of all thefe troubles they 4>refcrved 
and increafed their peace, their fimplicity, their 
life of pure faith, and their prayer almoft with- 
out ccafing. 

Refcrve to yourfelf times for inward nourifh- 
jnent, which may be as fources of grace for 
other times : even in tranfafting your outward 
affairs, move in peace with that fpirit of brevity 
which will caufe you to die to yourfelf. 



LETTER 
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LETTER IXVn. 

Confolation on the Death of a young Per/on* 

1 RECEIVED your letter on the lofe you 
have lately fuftained. I have a deep fenfe both 
of the lofs, and the grief it occali(»is. But I can- 
not be troubled for your heart, not doubting 
but it remains in that true peace, which is in- 
feparable from an acquiefcence with the whole 
will of God. I pity you on account of this 
fecret w6und, by which the heart is as it were 
dried up. But grief is the hidden life of foub 
here on earth; for it is by thofe thoughts which 
death occafion, that the beginning of a new file 
is formed in us. All that feems to corrupt the 
grain in the earth, makes it vegetate and grow 
up for the harveft. 



LETTER XXVIIL 

Confolation on the Death of a Son. 

THE great lofs you have fuftained efcapes 
not my fight; but God has taken what be- 
longed to him, ^d not to us. Who dare fay 
to him, Why haft thou done thus ? — ^This lan- 
guage 16 far from you. You know he is not 

accountable 
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iintable for what he doeth. His good plea- 
is the fypreme reafon ; beiides, we may 
ys fee in the moft fevere ftrokes of his fa- 
y hand, a fecret defign of mercy. He 
5 away in a happy hour, certain weak men, 
m perhaps the delufions of the world might 
caufed to fell. He is hafted away to pre- 
a miferable fall. O what wonders ihall 
2c in the next world, that efcape us in this ! 
fliall we fing the fong of joy and everlaft-* 
hanks, for events that made us weep here. 
, in the prefent darknefs, we know not 
; is really good for us, or really evil. If 
flfpuld do v^ai plp^e? u$, all would be 
lie fayp^ |i^ by brealdng our cb^ns, and 
ing us forrowful. The fame ftroke that 
\ him we love, by taking him from the 
t of iniquity, prepares us by his death for 
)wn. What can wc defire for ourfelves 
our friends in this vain and corrupted 
d ? If it be true that £aiith and love confti- 
the life of our foul, can we weep, becaufe 
loyes us t^e^ter than yfc know l)pw to love 
:lyes ; ftiall we Ifmpient his taking out of 
station and fin, thole that are dear to us } 
s he hurt us by contracting the days 6f 
ry ? Po we defire a cc^tiquance of danger, 
greater ten^ptaticHis?. yfe wou}d have every 
I that iSatter^ felf-love, in qrder jtp ip^e w 
tt ourfelves in thi$ pbce of exile, 
our fon wa^ pjrofperous in the tpidft c^ a 
^P.^!^ ¥P^ld; it is this affii^.yQO in t^c 
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lofs of him. But his fuccefs was perhaps the 
caufe that the thread of his life was cut fhort, by 
a defign replete with mercy, both for him and 
his friends. Let us then adore God, and be 
filent. Nothing but prayer can comfort us. 
As foon as we are with God, by an union of 
heart in the fimple view of faith, we are in 
prayer. And every occupation, even in the 
moft holy things, that does not place us in this 
prefence, and this fociety of love, is rather a 
ftudy than a prayer. At this time nothing but 
the fociety of the true Comforter can comfort 
us. Let us th^n reft in filcnce ; he will com- 
fort us, and we fhall find all in him alcHie. 
Bleffed are thofe who defire no other comfort! 
This is pure and inexhauftible. 



LETTER XXIX. 

IT feems to me neceffary that you fliould 
liave joined together great ftri£taefs, and great 
liberty, Striftnefs will make you faithful, and 
liberty will make you courageous. If you were 
ftrift without being at liberty, there would be 
a danger of falling into flavery, and unncccffary 
fcruples; and if you were at liberty without 
being ftrift, you would foon run into negligence 
and remiffnefs of manners. Stridnef? ^one, 
tontra6ks the mind^ and liberty alone^ enlarges 

it 



It top much. Thc^c who have no experience 
in the w^y$ erf Go(i, thioks thcfe two virtue^ 
iojcompa^jble. ^^ i^y underftapd jby being ftrifl:, 
9 living always in reftrai^t, and iif ^an uTlteajfj 
fcrupulons fear, which fo ftraitens the foul that 
it quarrels with itfelf about thie fipallefl mat* 
ters* They call being at liberty, thp having ^ 
loofe ccHifcience, iK>t being careful of fnwtU 
matters, but content with avoiding great faults^ 
counting fuch only great crimes ; quieting and 
comforting therafelvcs jvith this thought, that 
they do not imagine there is any great harm in 
their aftions. 

It was notthus St. J*aul coqccived matters, 
when he faid to thofe, whom he endeavoured to 
make perfeft Chriftians, Stand faji in liberty ; 
t)ut it is in the liberty wherewith ChrHI hat]^ 
nade us free : Jiandfaji in liberty^ becaufe thp 
>aviour hath called us to liberty ; but let not 
hat liberty be an occa&Hi cm* pretence for 
loing wrong. It feeras then to me that tru^ 
friAnefs confifls in obeying God in all things^ 
ind following that light which (hows us our 
luty, and that grace which inclines us to d^ 
t ; making it our chief Qudy to pleafe God in 
11 things, and always to do, not only what i^ 
greeable to him, but what is moft fo^ without 
ndeavouring to deceive him by the difference 
f great and fmall fins of omiiEon c»* commif- 
on. For though it is true there is a diflinc* 
ion in thefe things, yet there ought to be none 
;)r a foul that tuts concluded to refufe nothing^ 
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to God, of all that it has to bcftow. And it 
is in this fcnfe the apoftle fays, that the law U 
not made for a righteous man; that is, the vt- 
ftraming and threatening law : but he has a 
fuperior law which raifes him above all this, 
and makes him enter into the liberty of the 
children of God ; which is the defire of always 
pleafing his heavenly Father. 



LETTER XXX. 

AVOID diffipation, and dread your too 
lively imagination and tafte for the world. It 
is not fufficient that you avoid feeing too many 
people, you muft likewife not fufFer your vi- 
vacity to be too much excited by the few you 
do fee : you muft retrench all long converfa- 
tions ; and even in {hort ones, you ihould not 
indulge a certain aftivity of fpirit, which is in- 
compatible with recolleftion. 

What I require is an union with God, at the 
bottom of the heart, which his grace aflfords 
us, when we drop our own aftivity that diffi- 
pates us, and diverts us with creaturely amufc- 
mcnts. Indeed, if you do not drop this ac- 
tivity, which proceeds from nature and habit, 
you will infenfibly lofe all that is good within 
you: and notwithftanding your pious inten- 
tions, 



C 163 ) 

tions, you will find yourfelf reduced to a dcf- 
votion of tranfitory and fupcrficial fentiments^ 
•accompanied with great frailties, and a mixture 
of many things contrary to former grace. 



LETTER XXXL 



THE beft reparation for our pad vanities, h 
being humble and content that God fhould 
humble us. The beft of all penances is, to do, 
daily and hourly, the will of God rather than 
our own. Let us then think only of the prefent, 
and not be inquifitive about the future. This 
future is not ours, and perhaps never may be. 
Let us only think of the prefent which prefTes 
on us ; it is a fidelity to the prefent that pre- 
pares us for being faithful in the future. With 
regard to the prefent, thefe are what appear to 
me to be the principal. 

Firft. I think you fhould avoid all company 
that might not only lead you into grofs errors, 
but awaken in you a tafte for worldly vanities, 
dilGpate you, and render you lukewarm to- 
wards God, dry up your heart for fpiritual 
exercifes, and deftroy your willingnefs to at- 
tend to tiie advice you ftand in need of. It is 
a happinefs to be removed far from the world, 

and 



and placed in the^.libcrt/ of the children o! 
God. 

. Neverthelef^ it is not fitting, either widi 
regard to decency or yourflation, or to your 
inward wants, that you fhould retire into a 
deep folitude. You muft then, when it is 
neceffary to relax your mind, fee thofe who 
afford you a moderate amufement ; but avoid 
fuch company as tends to diffipate, ilacken, and 
draw you away, contrary to your own liking, 
and who would caufe the old wounds of your 
heart to bleed afrefli. Thefe falfe friends you 
Ihould dread, avoid them quietly, and put a 
bar in the way to prevent their return. 

With regard to prayer, you cannot da 
wrong in the gjood difpofition which God has 
given you, provided you are not too mucb 
.aiming to perform it in an excellent manner^ 
Seek for an acquaintance with God, not by 
artful thoughts which you frame on purppfe 
to fpeak to him, for a certain time, but by 
thofe fen.tiraents with which your heart is fiUed* 
If you tafte his prefence, and feel the attrac- 
tion of love, acknowledge your happinefe, and 
that it is great goodnefs in the Almighty to 
fuffer himfelf to be loved by a heart fo ui> 
worthy of his love. 

Employ yourfelf during the day in the duties 
of your ftate; fuch as regulating your expenfes 
according to your income, watching over your 
fervants that they commit no offence i educat- 
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ng your children with a mild authority; fatis- 
ying the obligations of decency; and edifying 
ill who fee you, though you never fpeak to 
:hem of devotion. 

All this is fimple, regular, and moderate, and 
inters into common life ; but all reverts con- 
:inually to God. How comfortable will you 
5nd the praftice of it ! One day in the houfe 
)f G$d^ is better than a tboufand in the tents (f 
mgodlinefs.* 



LETTER XXXII. 

YOU muft not belicvcj that the prefcncc of 
Bod is imaginary, when it does not give you 
:hc light and power to fay fine things. This 
prefence is never more real or more beneficial 
:han when it teaches us to be filent, to humble 
jurfelves, not to hearken to felf-love, and to 
remain with lowHnefs and fidelity in the ob-^ 
fcurity of faith. This tafle of felf-rentmciation 
sind lowlinefs, is much more profitable than 
twright ideas, and lively fentiments. ^ -* 

*• PA Ixxxiv. 10. 
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LETTER XXXni. 

WE (hould turn our dcfefts to advantage, 
by an entire diffidence of oiHr own hearts. I 
am glad you do not find in yourfelf any rc: 
fource, to enable you to fuftain that kind of 
life you have made choice of. I ihould fear 
all things for you, if you thought yourfelf efta- 
blifhed in what is good, and if you promifed tq 
perfevere in it ; but I hope all things, when I 
fee that you fincerely dcfpair of yourfelf. 
how weak are we, when we think ourfelvcs 
ftrong! O how ftrong arc we in God, when wc 
feel ourfelves weak! 

It is the ndll which God requites ; the will 
mufl be attended with aftion, but God frc- 
fluently does not require great performances 
m>m us. To ordqr our fervants, to manage 
pur afiairs well, to educate our children pro- 
perly, to bear our GrciTes, to fly from the vaixf 
joys of the vtrorid j not to flatter our p^e 19 
^nv thing J to fupprefe our natural hanghur 
nefs } to i^deavQur tp become Ample, plauoL 
^nd lowly ^ to be |ilent; to be recoUefied; anq 
fo accuilofu purfelves to a life hidden with Jefu$ 
Chrifl in God ; thefe are the works with whicli 
God is pleafed.* 

You wifti, you fay, for crofles to evidence 
your love for God. Be content with your 

* Only Co be performed by the help of his grace. 

prefcnt 
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prefcnt crojQTcs: before you look for others, 
bear thofe you have with patience; liften not 
to what you like or diflike. Endeavbur to keep 
yourfelf, on all occafions, in that general dit- 
pofition of unreferved dependance on the lj)ir!t 
of grace, which is a continual death to felR 
Refiife nothing to God, and never anticipate 
him, with regard to thofe things in which you 
are as yet ignorant of his will. Each day will 
bring its croffes and its facrifices. When God 
fhall pleafe to change your ftate, he will infen- 
fibly prepare you for it. My wi(h is, that 
God may deftroy in you the whole life of 
fclf-lovc. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

IT is the Spirit of God that infenfibly acconl- 
plifhes the moft arduous things. The difappoiht- 
ments of life overcome us ; its croffes dejeft us ; 
w4 "Vfant patience and gentlenefs, or a gentle 
and fteady courage, to render ils ca!p^ble X6 
perfuade others. God alone holds in his hands 
tbc hearts of men : he fupports ours, and 
opens our neighbours. Except the Lord keep 
the city^ the watchman waketh in vain.^ By 
depending on the fpirit of grace, you will do 

* Pf. cxxvii. 1. 

more 
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more in your outward duties, than by all your 
uneafy and eager flrivings. 

I blefs God for it, that you arc tired of your 
own fpirit. Woe to thofe who confide in it. 
Blefled arc they who, being weary of it, feek 
repofe in the renunciation of felf-lovc. If after 
having taded the goodnefs of God in retire- 
ment, you fhould return to what the world 
efteems an honeft life, you will f^U very low ; 
and, by a remiiTnefs fo unfaithful to grace, will 
deferve fuch a lofs. I hope this will not at- 
tend you; God loves you well, feeing he gives 
ypu no peace in a medium between him and 
iiic world. God calls us to all perfeftion, and 
prepares us for it by the attraction of his grace: 
wherefore Jefus Chrift fays to his difciples, Be 
ye perfed, as your Father in heaven is perfeil** 
And on this account he has taught us to pray, 
Thy will be done on earthy as it is in heaven.\ 
All are called to this perfeftion on earth; but 
the generality are difmayed, and draw back. 

Be not of the number of thofe who, having 
eaten of the manna in the wildernefs, regretted 
the lofs of the onions of Egypt. It is perfe- 
vcrancc alone that is crowned. 



♦ Matthew iv. 48. f !!>• vi, lo. 



LETTER 



( ^«9 ) 



LETTER XXXV. 



THE work of God is w)t done in us, but 
by difpoffefGng us of ourfelves, fo as to remove 
icvery refourcc of confidence and complacency 
in fclf-love^ You wifh to find yourfelf good, 
upright, ilrong, and incapable of every thing 
that is bad. If you Ihould find yourfeltin this 
ilate, you would be fo much the worfe, as you 
imagined yourfelf good. We Ihould fee our- 
felves poor, find nothing in ourfelves but mi- 
fery, defpair of felf, hope for nothing but in 
God, and exercife an humble patience without 
ilatteryn. As to any thing elfe, as thefe things 
which trouble you, are but involuntary fenti- 
ments, it fuffices that the will is not confenting 
,10 them. By this you will gain the advantage 
of humiliation, without having the infidelity of 
adhering .to fuch corrupt fentiments. 

Live m Jefus Chrift, and live for him. Tlie 
chief thing for you is littlenefs: referve no- 
thing through courage, or human wifdom. Be 
Iraftable. Learn to bear with others, by be- 
ing reduced to bear with yourfelf! 
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LETTER XXXVL 

To endeavour to^raife ourf elves up from the 
Remijfnefs into xobich we baeeJUIm. 

I CANNOT, my dear daughter, fey any 
thing more proper to you than the words of St. 
John to the angel, that is, the biihop of the 
church of Ephdbs: — Remember^ tberefsrejfnm 
'whence thou art fallen^ and repent; anddetbefojl 
'works : or elfe I will come unto tbee quscUjj mi 
wUl remove thy candleJHck out afbispiaee. It is 
thus the Spirit of God loves men without flat- 
tering them ; he loves them, and t hreate ns them* 
He does not even threaten them but through 
love. He alarms them with the view of troablej 
to the end that mea may not compd him to 
make them fuffer. See how the moft p c ifcfl 
men eafily and by degrees hSl away without great 
watchfulnels. Here is the angel erf one of the 
mod holy churches of the eaft, in dioJe days, 
when religicHi was^in fo fiourifliing ai ftate : this 
angel falls ; he forgets his farmer love, his 
Tccolle&ion, his prayer, his good works, (m 
which he bad formerly been employed) - he 
grows remifs and diihpated. At firil bis wan* 
dcring and fall were imperceptible to himfelf. 
He fays to himfelf, ' In what have I done 

* wrong ? Is not my condu£b good and regular 

• in the fight of the world ? Is not fomc con- 
^ UAukxk recjuifite? ' 

Thu« 
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Thus are wfe ingenious t© deceive onrfelvcSy 
and difguifc our remiffnefs. The Holy Spirit 
fays, ' Open your eyes, and fee from Avhencc 
' you are fallen. You arc fallen below your 

* former place ! Remember your peaceful foli- 
' tude, your defire for recolleftion, and your 

* iaithfulncfs in avoiding every thing that might 

* difturb it. If you do riot remember this, 

* others have not forgotten it. Where is now 

* this fervor ? There is nothing to-be feen but 

* amufements without, and wearinefs within. 

* When the amufements are over, you are like 

* a different perfon.* 

It is thus people fall by degrees, and under 
plaufiWe pretences, from a ftate of fincere de&th 
to felfji into a remiffnefs, where they fee fpring 
up again; the grolfeft properties of fclf-lovci 
You fhould reflefl: on the ftate from whence 
you are fallen. Yom fliould regret the lofs of 
tbat &rfk love which nouriihed your heart, and 
return to your firft works, which you have & 
flbthfully abandoned for (he works o£^ vanity; 
You Immld? fay with the prodigal fon, IwiM 
ari/Sj and go ta my father^ and willjhy to bim\ 
Father y I hanye finned againji h'eavin^ and before 
ihee^ and^am no more worthy to be called thy fon. 
K at firft you find any coldnefs in this pafh^ 
receive it humbly, as a penance which you ftand 
\VL great need of. If yon fail to return quickly 
into his fatherly bofom, this is what he vriH do: 
/ wiU come^ fay& he,, and remote thy candlefiick 
gut of bis fiace* He will, take fsom. you the 

p 2 light 
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light you make no ufe of, and will leave you ia 
darknefs. He will remove you from his precious 
graces, which you have fo long trampled under 
foot, and give them to fome other foul who is 
more fimple, more traftable, and more faithftil. 
You muft return to your reading, your prayers, 
your lilencc, your firil fimplicity, and lowlinefs* 



LETTER XXX VIL 

LOOK not futurity in the face : for we arc 
bewildered and loft, when we dive into it. 
Our forefight only ferves ta^difquiet us. Sub- 
mit yourfelf daily. The iBbmiflion of each 
day is the true daily bread. We are fed, like 
Jefiis Chrift, with the will of his Father, which 
Providence briiigs us for the prefent moment. 
This heavenly bread is like the manna. We 
muft not lay it by in ftore. An uneafy and 
diftruftful man, who would gather for the next 
day, would fee it immediately corrupt. 

Submit yourfelf in all things that are required 
of you. Be fimple and lowly, without reafon* 
ing, prepared for every thing, and adhering to 
nothing ; high or low ; praifed, or difpraifed; 
enjoying the confidence of thofe who live with» 
or being envied and fufpefted. Provided you 
have neither bigh-mindednefs, felf-wifdom, nor 

fclf-wiU 
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relfr^ai ift-attfthiagyall ^ilf go ,vpU. iTh[s is 
a gre^t dc^l, but no^ ^90 much.. Obicrve 
filence s^s ijiuchi as you can^ and morti% your 
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LETTER XXXVnt. 

I AM pleafed to learn from yourfelfi that 
you arc preferved in obedienee, and enjoy that 
peace of God, which is infeparable from it* 
God will take care of every thing for you. 
Depend cm him alone, and you will find in hjim 
every thing that is agreeable to his fpirit;— 
Remember the way of faith, which you have 
fa much defired. to follow, is not folid, but fo» 
far as k detaches us from perfons, books, and 
CHjtward helps : in a word, from every thinjf 
that is not God, and his wiU. Once more 
tben, be obedient f and obferve filence a& 
much as ypu can. 

The fiprvice of God confifts not in words, 
nor vague thoughts, nor infcnfible affeftions^^ 
nor elevated ideas \ but in good works. To* 
be filent, to obey, to reftrain ourfelves, to rei» 
nouncc in all the mod difficult cafes our owa 
tafte, as well as. our will, to embrace the crofs,. 
and think that by it.^lone wc caij find God^ ig 
the truth of tbe kingdom of God in lis.. This^ 
is^ woribippiftg. him in fpirit and in tijxthw 
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As to your defefls, I am not furprizcd at 
them; but I thank God you fee them without 
flattering yourfelf, or bdi>g difcouraged by 
them. Always be courageous, and ftrivc to 
conquer yourfelf : but do it without vexation, 
and without dependancc on your own ftrcngth. 
Let your defefts prove of advantage, by their 
humbling you, at the fame time not delaying to 
correft them. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

I HOPE, my d^ar niece, that God, who has 
called you to train up your fifters, will delivcF 
yoii from your own fpirk, and give you his 
fpirit to perform his work. The work of God 
is love, and to die to yourfelf, that he alone 
may live in you. Ought you not to die to 
yourfelf, in order to help others to the fame 
happy experience ? Ought you not to^ love, in 
order lo infprre others with love ? No inftruc- 
tion is eflFeftual, but by example. Begin then 
by doing, and afterwards you may inftruft. 
Aftion fpeaks and perfuades : words alone are 
but vanity. 

Be patient with thofc who advance but 
flowly ; there will be danger of difcouraging 
them by your impatience: the more occafioa 

you have for power, the more care you mA 

take 
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take- to join with it mildnefs and confolatiop.— * 
Suffer : it is only by the crofs we receivei the 
Spirit of Jefus thrift, and his power to wifi 
fouls. Superiors, without erc^es, are barren 
to bring forth children of grace. A crofs, weH 
borne, acquires authority, and gives* a blpffing 
to all we do. It is by fuffering we learn to 
have corapaftion, and to miniller confolation. 
Speak little, hear much, think more of knowing 
the difpofition of thofe under you, that you 
may proportion yourfelf to their neeeffities, than- 
of faying fine things to them. 

Show an opennefs of heart, and make each 
one fee, by experience, that there is fafety and 
confolation in opening her mind to you. Avoid 
all fcverity ; correft even with mildnefs and dif- 
cretion. Be flow in deciding, but be refolute. 

Correft yourfelf, that you may be abk to 
cofreft others. Let them tell you your faults, 
and believe what they fay with regard to thofe 
which felf-love may conceal from you. 



LETTER XL. 

YOUR want of health a little difturbs me ; 
but I hope the country air, with fome exercife, 
and true repofe of mind, will reftore it to you. 
As to myfelf, I am like a ikeleton, that walks 

and 
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jind fpeaks, but fleeps and eats little. An ex- 
tenfivc diocefe is a heavy burden at fixty-three. 
I have a great deal too much bufinefs, and yoa 
have perhaps not enough to keep you from 
being we^ry : invent fome employ, which may 
revive ydur fpirjts. The days are tedious,^ 
though the years are ftion. 

Confi^er, if you were in the gay world, you 
would fcear a great deal of wicked difcourfe ; 
you y^ould fee many troublefome and defpicable 
people with diftinguifhed names; you would be 
furrounded with fqares and infeftious examples; 
you would not think ferioufly either of God, 
yourfelf, your death, nor your falvation : you 
would become, like others, intoxicated, and 
hardened. Is it not better to remain ii^ fome 
degree of affliftion at a diftance from ,the world,, 
under the hand of God, who will make yoa 
lafte the confolations of religion, and difengage 
you from the falfe fatisfaftlons he deprives yoa 
of? The world only gives pleafures of vanity.* 
Befides, it is full of thorns, troubles, ungenerous: 
proceedings, and deceitful people ; we muft be 
very much depraved, when living far from evil 
is painful to us. For three or four years, I fa^ 
here a great part of the army, and thetourti. . 
Though I had many infta'i3ices of their civility^ 
I find myfelf much eafed by their abfence. 

Shake olF the yoke of fuperfluity ; be rich 
without money. You are happy if you defpife^ 
for the love of God, all you are not in poffef- 
iofi of» 

EXTRACTS 
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LETTER L 

THE lofs which we have had of fo many 
relations and friends, my dear lifter, de- 
clares to us that this life is only borrowed, and 
that God alone effentially poueffeth immorta-' 
lity. What ought to be our comfort is, that 
wc ihall be re-united in him, if we attach our- 
felves conftantly to him. 
. The troubles you fpeak of ought to be mote 
precious than plealures, if you have faith. Cal- 
vary is in this world the general ftation of a 
Chriftian; and if he fometimes mounts upon 
Tabor, it is only for an inftant. 

I am very glad to have fuch good accounts 
of little Michael. It is a plant, which will pro- 
duce excellent fruit, if carefully cultivated. 
Much depends on a happy culture. We be* 

come 
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come every thing or nothing, according to tbc 
education we receive. 

You regret that we do not fee one another; 
but neither our figures nor pur words form 
our friendlhip: provided our affeftions and 
thoughts unite us, what fignifies our perfons 
being at a dillance ? When we love one another 
in God, we fee one another always, for God 
is every where: he ought to be the centre of 
all our fentiments, as he is of our fouls. 

I embrace you moft cordially, and fet an high 
value on your letters ; they recall the memory 
of a father I knew but joo little, and of a 
mother whofe life was a conftant leiTon of vir- 
tue. I am beyond all expre^on a moft affec- 
tionate^ &c» 



LETTER IL 

EVERY pcrfon who is truly piotw, ispaj* 
tient, gentle, and humble ; unfufpeSiing of iHi 
never iplenetick, and conceals, when he caanoc 
cxcufe, the faults of his neighbouri 

True devotion is charity, and without it no* 
thing we can do is of ufe to falvation* Falfc 
devotees do little lefs injury to the caufe of rc^ 
ligion, than the openly profane ; always ready 
to kindle againfl thofc who do not agree widi 

them 
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.ihem in their humours and opinions, they are 
agitated by a reftlefs, impetuous, perfccuting 
zeal ; and are commonly either fanatical or fu- 
jperftitious, hypocrites, or ignorant. Jcfus Chrift 
^does not {pare them in the gofpel, that he may 
teach us to be on our guard againft them. 

Jan. a, I7f9. 



LETTER III. 



I WAS too much the friend of your fa- 
»thcr, and am too much your friend, to fuffer 
you to go aftray as you -now do, without re- 
calling you to yourfelf. Is it poffible that 
that dear child, whom I* have feen fo gentle, 
•good, and virtuous in his feAer's houfe, has 
fo totally forgot what 'he was, as to become 
rude, infolent, and irreligious ? It is with the 
utmoil difficulty I can perfujide - myfclf that it 
•is fo; but I am fo often istfiured of it, and by 
the company with \whom you affociate, that I 
can no longer doubt. 

I beg of you to come and fee^rac, and in the 

'effufions of a heaft Which tenderly loves you, 

* I will fay to you, not what anger infpires, not 

^ what prejudice fuggcfts, not What is bitter in 

reproaches, but all the lincercfl attachment. 

can 
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can diftatc, to withdraw you from that abyfs 
into which bad company has hurried you. 

You will neither find me an imperious moni- 
tor, nor an angry pedagogue, but a friend, a 
brother, who will iptak to you as he would to 
hiiTiielf.. with the fame lenity and the fame 
calmncfs. I know that youth is fiery, and that 
there is great diflSculty in efcaping from the 
ways of the world, \^hen we are rich, and 
given up to palEons. But do not iionour, d^ 
cency, reafon, and religKMi fpeak more power- 
fully than the appetites und fenfes? 

What is man, my dear friend, if he takes 
no counfel but of his corrupted heart ? iVlas! 
I find within me, as well as you find in your- 
fcjf, wherewithal to lead me aflray, if I did 
not hearken to my ccmfcience and my duty; 
for illufion and corruption are the only portions 
of humanity. 

I expeft you with the greateft impatience, 
to ftrctch forth my arms, and embrace you. 
We will bewail together the lofs of a father, 
who was fo ncceffary to you ; I will ^endeavour 
to give you fuch advice, as to make him li^ 
again in you, .by die excellence of your morais. 
Po not difgrace his memory, by the fcandal of 
ji disorderly life. 

If you will dciga to hearken to me, I am 
coiifidem, that the plan of life which I fliall 
trace out to you, will reftorc every thing as it 
fl^uld be. Do net he afraidj God will infpirc 
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lis-: God does not aband(Hi thofe who retinn 
CO him« 

I {hall not go abroad to-morrow, that I may 
receive you. 



LETTER IV. 

IS it poiBible, my dear fir, that you not only 
did not come to me, as I requeftcd you would, 
but that you took care to be denied when I 
came to fee you ? Alas ! what would your father 
fay, to whom you promifed in his dying mo- 
ments, that you would place entire confidence 
in my advice, and that you would always make 
it your duty to cultivate my friendfhip ? Once 
more, what would he fay? Am not I the fame 
perfon who ha^. carried you 'fo often in my 
arms, who with ^ greateft pleafure have feen 
you growing, who have given you your 4irft: 
inflri^ipns, and to whom i. you have teilified 
the ftrongett attachment i 

Would you have me fell upon my knees, to 
induce you to reftore to me your friendfliip ? 
I will do {o ;— nothing ihall be too much for 
me, when I am to recall a friend to his duty. 

If you had not a noble heart, and a good 
undemanding, I fliould defpaix; of your rqfor^ia* 
tion, and of my own advice ; but you have in* 

Q. herited 
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herited a foul formed for virtue, and an un- 
comm6n fagacity. Do you imagine that it can 
t>e a pleafurc to me to find fault with you? 
None but falfe devotees find fatisfaftion in put- 
ting themfelves into a pajQSon. I have happily 
read the gofpel, which is the rule bo{h of your 
conduft and mine, enough to know how Jefus 
Chrift received finners, and how attentive we 
ought to be not to extinguifti the fmoking 
lamp, nor to break the bruifed reed. I have 
not forgot that John the Evangelift got on 
horfeback, notwithftanding his advanced age, 
to fearch after a young man whom he had 
bred up, and who avoided him. Befides, have 
not you long known me for a man who is nei*- 
ther haughty nor peevifh, and who can com- 
paffionate human frailty ? The more you avoid 
me, the more I Ihall think you guilty. Do 
pot hearken to your companions, but let your 
heart fpeak, and I fliall inftantly fee you. 
Mine prompts me never to abandon you ; I will 
perfecute you becaufe I love you, and I will 
give you no reft till we are reconciled. 

It is becaufe I am your beft friend that I 
feek to find you, at a time when fcarcc any of 
your relations will hear your name mentioned. 

If you dread my remonftrances, I Ihall fay 
nothing to you, becaufe I fhall be convinced 
that you will accufe yourfelf, and allow me no 
time to fpeak ; try at leaft one vifitj and if 
that is not agreeable, you fhall not fee mc 
wore* But I know your heart, I know, my 

own, 
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own, and I am certain that after one interview^ 
you will have no defire to leave me. 

I ought to have a greater afcendency ova? 
your mind, who have known you thefe twenty 
years, than all the young affociates who fui- 
round you, to devour your eftate, and are youi; 
ftiends only to ruin your health and reputation. • 

If my tears can aiFeft you, I aflure you they 
flow at this inftant, and -from the moft precious 
motives in the world ; religion and friendfliip. 
Come and dry them up, it will prove to me that 
you ftill remember your father, and are fcnfiblt 
to the diflrefs of a friend. 

Feb. I, 1750. 



LETTER V. 

IT is not caiily cxpreffed, my dcareft friend, 
how much your three vifits have comforted my 
foul. The tears you fhed in my prcfence ; the 
aflFefting manner in which you promifed me to 
amend your paft life, and endeavour ferioufly 
to re-enter into favour with God ; can never be 
cflFaced from my memory, nor from my heart. 

I always faid to myfelf, * He hath had a 
* Chriftian education ; he will return to bis 
^ duty; I fhall fee him again; his wanderings 
^ arc but a ftorm^ which will difperfe.* Qod 

Q 2 be 
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be praifcd, the calm is returned! It is not to 
me, but to him alone, that you ihould be 
thankful. 

Since you wifli that I fhould lay down a plan 
to guide you, I Ihall fimply trace out fuch a 
one as my weak underftandingi but ftrong 
friendfhip, infpires^ It fhall be fhort. The 
commandments of God, may be reduced to a 
few words. Precepts that are clear and founded 
upon reafon, as well as happincfs, have no need 
of commentary or differtation. 

Read every morning the parable of the Pro- 
digal Son, and likewife fome religious books in 
the courfe of the day ; not like a flave to 6niih bis 
ta/k, but as a child of God, who returns to his 
father, and hopes every thing from his mercy. 

Make it a duty to fcatter fome charities every 
day into the bofoms of the poor, that you may 
repair the wrongs you have done them, in 
fquandering on criminal pleafures and fuperfui- 
ties what was due to them. Renounce thofe 
companions who have eftranged you from God, 
from yourfelf, and from your true friends ; and 
form fuch new conneftions as honour, decency, 
and religion, may avow. It is eafy to difmifs 
debauched affociates, without affronting them. 
Speak openly to them of the plan of life you 
mean to purfue ; propofe to them to follow it; 
talk to them only of regretting the paft, and 
forming good refolutions for the future; and 
they will foon difappear : or, if they return, it 
will be a proof that they have altered their 

conduft; 
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condufl ; and, then inflead of ihunnmg thetp^ 
receive them with more pleafurc^ than ever, -;,ij 

Take an exaft account of your debts and youf 
income, and by your economy you will find 
wherewith to pay your creditors. A man,i^ 
always rich, when he is in the habit of deprive 
ing himfelf of indulgencies ; as he is always 
poor, while he refufes himfelf nothing. 

When opportunities offer of enjoying a Htdc 
fociety, do not refufe them ; becaufe you may 
be properly employed there, and becaui^ 
you will be fecured from the raillery of the 
world, which is fond of turning piety into ri- 
dicule. 

Difmifs the fervants who were acccnnplicej; 
in your intrigues, and fharers in your guilf^ 
Although, after having cxpofcd them to fcandal, 
it would be proper to let them a good example? 
yet it is to be dreaded, from the knowledge of 
your weaknefs, that they might lay fnares to 
lead you back into the road of perdition. 

With your new domefticks, whofe abilities 
and fidelity have been properly recommende4 
to you, you (hould live as a mafter who knows 
the duties of humanity ; as a Chriflian who 
knows that we are equal in the fight of Qod^ 
notwithf landing the inequality of conditions* 
You will fet them none but good examples j 
watch over their manners, without either being 
a tyrant or a fpy; and attach them to you l)y 
your gentlenefs and your beneficence.. Nothing 
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can be fo flattering as to render thofe happy 
who live with us. 

You muft think of taking forae charge upon 
you, which will give you employment. Wc 
always do amifs when we do nothing. Exafeine 
your undcrftandiog, confult your taftc, aik your 
heart ; but above all, addrefs yourfelf to God, 
that you may know what is fit for you. 

Your friends will think of marrying yon, and 
it is my advice not to defer it too long. Mar- 
riage, when made with purity of heart, pre- 
fervcs young people from a ]nuUitude of dan- 
gers ; but do not reckon upon my choofihg a 
wife for you. Your relation, with whom I have 
happily reconciled you, is a tnan of fcnfe, bo- 
nefty, and integrity, and in a Situation to marry 
you properly. Religion and ireafon ought to . 
be confulted more, than inclination, in an ef- 
.tablifhment. that is to laft for life. We rarely 
fee marriages happy, which have no other mo- 
tive than love. 

I do Jiot ftcak to you of your expenfes, nor 
of your table : witli fuch principles as I laid 
down, they muft be moderate. 

Above all things, let there be no excefs ift 
your piety : take no violent courfes ; they will 
be a means of your relapfmg. The wounds of 
the foul are not to be healed by a hafty re- 
petition of prayers, but by labouring to reform 
the heart. The generality of finners, for want 
of this method, pafs their lives in offending God, 

and then confeiling their fins. 

Avoid 
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Avoid the hypocrite as well as the diilip^ted ; 
both the one and the other will hinder j&a 
from arriving at the point we propofe, I wiil 
not look upon you as a convert, till you have 
been a long time proved. It is not eafy tb 
pafs from libeninifm to the praftice of virtue. 

Behold, my dear,fon, my deareft friend, what 
I thought is my duty to iketch out for you. I 
could not ufe more tcndernefs, if you were my 
own. It wiil trouble me greatly, if the refolu-- 
lions you fo lately entered into, in my prefchcc, 
Ihould vanifti. What encourages me is, that 
you are a man of truth, that you have a regard 
forme, and are fully convinced that Ifincerely 
wifh you well; and in the laft place, that you 
have found a diforderly life to be an ajQTemblage 
of vexation, torment, andremorfe. 

Hearken 4o the voice of a fether ciyihg to 
you as from the bottom of the tomb, that there 
js nohappinefs in this world but for the friends 
of God; and charging you to keep the promife 
you formerly made of him, of living, wjth the 
help of heaven, the life of a good Chriftian.. 

Nov, 20j »7So. 



LETtER 
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LETTER VI. 



Madam^ 



IT is undoubtedly very diftreffing to your 
dear relation, that you will not be reconciled 
to him, notwithftanding his vifit, and the humble 
and affeAing letter he has written to you. Is 
it thus God Almighty deals with us? What 
will the world think of your piety, when they 
fee you fo exafperated as to rejeft the prodi- 
gal fon ? For my part, I flew to him as foon 
as I knew that he was gone aftray, and I hope 
God will reward me for it. 

You are always repeating, Madam, that he 
has loft a great deal of money, and that he is 
a bad man. But what is even the lofs of gold, 
that you fliould fo much regret it. You ought 
only to be grieved at the abufe of fo many good 
qualities as he pofleffes ; and think^ if he is really 
. a bad man, that he has more need than ever of 
advice, and the example of the truly good. 

It is having a very bad idea of religion, to 
forfake a young man, becaufe he has committed 
fome errors. 

Ah ! how do you know, that this bad man 
will not next day be . acceptable in the fight of 
God, while your fervices may by no means 
pleafe him ? For truly one grain of pride is 
fufficient to fpoil the beft aftions. The Pharifee, 
who fafted two days in the week, was rejefted; 

and 
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and the Publican, who humbled himfelf, was 
juftified. 

Charity, with regard to all men, and always 
charity ! This I fhall never ceafe to repeat, as 
perfeftly agreeable to the morals taught in every 
Chriftian fchool. 

If the mercy of God depended upon certain 
devotees, finners would be much to be pitied : 
fall'e devotion knows nothing but an extermi- 
nating zeal ; while God, fall of patience, gen- 
tleneis, and forbearance, waits the amendment 
of all thofe who have gone aftray. 

Even the blood of Chrift implores your for- 
givenefs ; and it is not having a proper refpeft 
for him, to refafe your dear relation admittance 
into your houfe. You are not ignorant that there 
is more joy in heaven over one finner that rC" 
pentethj than over ninety and nine jujt perfonsj 
that need no repentance. Befides, will you con- 
tinue your refentment, while the angels rejoice! 
that would bie a [hocking fort of piety indeed! 

It is not for us to decide, whether the heart 
of a man, who appears to have entered ferioufly 
into himfelf is truly changed. Befides, as God 
alone can know the truth, we ought to prefume 
that he has reformed. Would you think it juft 
in your neighbours, who are the witneffes of 
your good works, if they fuppofed that you 
a^ed only from pride? Let us leave to the 
Searcher of all hearts to pronounce what are 
the motives of our a£Hons. The brother of 
the prodigal, fon is condemned in the eyes of 

religion 
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religion and humanity, for not being properly 
affected at his return. 

If my letter, contrary to my intention, appean 
a little fevere, I beg you will think I fpeak in 
iuch a manner, iefs ou your relation's account 
than your own; for your falvation depends 
upon it. Will you not pardon him, when you 
have reaf(Hi to prefume that God Almighty 
hath pardoned him ? I cannot think it. 

I am with refped, &c. 

Feb. 5, 1751. 



LETTER VII. 

THE Seas will very foon feparate us ; but 
fuch is the lot of this life, that fome are fcat- 
tered to the extremities of the world, while 
others remain always in the fame place. 

If you have not laid in an ample flock of 
piety, I fhall be exceedingly in fear for you, 
on a paffage where all the words you hear will 
not be thofe of edification ; and in a country 
where all the examples prefented to you, will 
not be found the moft correft models of virtue, 
America is the earthly paradife, where they 
•frequently eat the forbidden fruit. The ferpent 
•is continually preaching upon the love of riches 
and plcafures, and the warmth of the climate 
fets the paifions in commotion. 

We 
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We are not able to reftrain our paffions when 
we perceive no other fuperior but God, unlefs 
a lively faith be the principle of our aftions, 

I perfuade myfelf, that you will frequently 
beg of God to give you ftrength to fupport 
you againft all kinds of dangers. Think that h& 
will be as near you in America as in £urope; 
that his eye feeth every where ; his juftice 
judgeth all ; and that it is for him you ouehc 
to aft. Lead a diligent and regular life ; for, 
(hould you once be poffeffed with a fpirit of 
indolence, you will foon be befet by the vices, 
without being able to defend yourfelf. 

Never fufFer one word to pafs your lips which 
can be interpreted againft religion or morals. 
Even thofe who feemingly applaud, will, in faft, 
defpife you. 

I will pray for you to him who commands 
the waves, who calms the tempefts, and who 
doth not abandon his people wherever found. 
What comforts me is, that fouls know no dif- 
tance ; for by the ties of religion and the heart, 
we are always neighbours to one another. 

Adieu, and adieu !— I tenderly embrace you ! 



LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 

WELL, my dear friend, what are you doing? 
It is a long time fince I faw you : I certainly do 
not deferve to be deprived of that pleafure.-^ 
You know that I willingly quit my pen, my 
employment, and my books, when ypu come 
to fee me. 

They who come to vifit us, have no occafitai 
for our ftudies, nor our bufinefs* I have always 
made it a law to receive every perfon well who 
honours me with a vifit, even the man that 
comes to importune me : it is fufficient that he 
is my neighbour. Now judge, after this, if 
you will be well received. 

It is almoft eighteen days fince I faw 

I am afraid, but I dare not tell you, that • 

the art of being filent is a great virtue : happy 
they who lay nothing but what they ought to 
fpeak ! Accufl:ora yourfelf to be fecret, without 
affefting difcretion. Never employ fineffe ; it is 
a wretched refource, incompatible with probity, 
and eafily difcovcred. 

I will tell you more when we meet ; but let 
it be foon. 

I am, Avithout referve, your fervant and belt 
friend. 



LETTER 
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LETTER iX. 

THE ediicadori yoix ptop6(€f gh/ihg fckit 
children, will be only a vamifh, iP it -is ttoi 
fbundeJ on religions THiirb arc fomeoceaifions, 
in the courfe of liffe^ where prdbitjr is liot fHii 
ficientljr fti'oiig tb i^efifV certain tiemptations^ itfA 
where the fod is bebafed, if it is- hot eleVaSicd 
by the firm belief of ijiimoTtality. ' • -^ 

It is faeceffary for the wifdom and happpiefs 
()( nlanj that he (hould haVe a Tiew* of tSS^ 

Deity from his tendereft infedcy, ;is the jiri&r 
eiple and the end 6f all thihgfe : arid reafiorf'^A^ 
fiaith fliould tell him y that it is dcfcetid&i*^ ttf 
the rank of" beaftsto be iiHfhpuk either ^br- 
fhip or law. ' ./ f . •" 

It is not by an- attention iio trifling 'icr^Afc' 
nies, that you will niakc your cMIfli^'fruel 
Ghriftians. ' ChrHlianity isr the grcattift 'cifctil^ 
to pharifaical zeiil and- fupeirfH'tidri; * 

Yon, Ihould take a great deaf of jwdiis- to* 
devate the fouls of your thfeef'yburi^ pwpile, 
and\to convince . them^ tha£ the gr^cift plea- 
ftire of man is to refleft, arid to be c:qnfeibtk* 
of his exifterite. This is a pleafure fb fubBtrie; 
and fb worthy of atn heaVenly fpirit,.that I Ibojc 
upon him' \<rbo knaves n^t* this h^pinc^fe, as d' 
wVetched^ or, at' tdaft-, an inferifibfe bbirig. 

'A few, but folid books, will make ybtir chil-' 
rftfetf ' \^liirffbrtfaed' dhrffti;in$; • liet" thttn be 

R read 



( 194 ) 

read lefs with an intention to fix them in the 
memor)'^, than to grave them on the heart. 
It is not neceilary to form yomig people to 
defend a thefis, but to be obliged, as rational 
creatures, to convince themfelves of eternal 
VWhs. -.. ' 

You fhould watch carefully to preferve them 
^(Xlefs, not by employing informers and fpies, 
f ut by having your cars and your eyes every 
where to imitate the Deity, whom we do not 
fee, but who feeth over all. 

Be Icfs the mailer than the friend of your 
children ; and then they will be tranfparent to 
your eyes, and even tell their faults themfelves. 
Young folks have often told me their griefs and 
tlieir errors, becaufe I always treat them with 
mildnefs. ^fhey will give you the key oiF tKdr 
hearts, when they find that you fincerely wifli 
them well, and that it is a pain to you to re- 
prove them. 

. Take care what fcrvants you admit about 
your children ; it is generally through them 
that youth are corrupted. 

Manage fo as to have ai^ -amiable ferenity 
conflantly Ihining on your face, and in your 
eyes; and that every thing, be- done as joii 
would have it, withpu]^ reftraiijt or fea^/ 

Attach pleafuresy to every icm4 of fludy 
which you propofe' for your tons, by exciting 
a defire of knowledge, arid^ an. impatience d| 
ignorance. . > > . % 

Take care that tliey have relaxation from 

their 
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their ftudies, that their memories and judgments 
may not grow tired. 

Inftruft them, by making them love your 
documents, not by the fear of punifhments ;- 
and for this purpofe take care to enliven them' 
by feme little hiftories, which may awaken 
attention. 

Learning is like food. The ftomach of k 
child requires light nourifhmenr; and it ii' 
only by degrees that he is accuftomed to more 
folid or fubftantial diet. 

When your children hjiye acquiried the.. age 
of maturity, then is the time to {peak to them,- 
as a friend, of the nothingnefs of the pleafures 
in which the world places its happinefs ; of the 
misfortunes in which they engage us ; tlie re- 
morfe they excite.; the injury they dp both to 
body and foul; the abyfs they dig uiider our 
fteps, while they appear only to fcatter flowers. 
It will be no difficult mattef for you to point 
out to them the dangerous rocks of fenfuality, 
by exprefliohs or ftriking examples ; and to 
perfuade them, that without idlenefs, the greater 
part of the pleafui^s, to which people addift 
themfelves fo inmioderately, would have no 
attrafijoris. In^ldlenefs, as in fleep, they form 
to themfelves the moft brilliant ideas, and re- 
preTent niany agteeaplc chimeras which have 
no exiitcnce. 

When a fon'is pcfrfiiaded that a father talks 
oply rcajfpn tp him, a^nd fqlely $rom tendernefs, 
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be hearlcens to him, and his advice |)r<oduC£S 
the beft effefts. 

Laftly, after having erefted this edifice, there 
flill remains what is diiHcuIt to determine ^ I 
mean the choice of a profeflipQ. This is cosfx- 
monly the touchftonc of fathers and niothers, 
and the moft critical point for childr^. If 
you will be perfuaded by me, you yri^l give 
them a year to ihemfclves to xefleft upon the 
kind of life that fu^ts them, befc^r^ ypu ipeak 
to them of one employment in preference to. 
another. The good education .they will h^ve 
received, the knowledge t}iey will jhay^ ac- 
quired, will naturally lead xhem to .^ i^^ppj 
iflue ; and there will be good f e^ibo to ^^^ 
they will then decide for thei^rejivie^, ajcqcMQ^ipg 
to their inclinations, and accordi^ to reafoQ. 

It will then be neceflary to fpeak freqiueijtly to 
them of the advantages and difadvanjtages of the 
different conditions of life, and to let them know 
how much their temporal an4 eternal intereft 
i$ concerned in the faithful . difcharge of thqr. 
duty. 

After thefe precautions, and after having 
often implored the aiGftance of Ji?2iycn, your 
fon« will enter iteadily jippn the plan .of life 
they haye chpfen ; apd you will jiaye tiie con- 
folatipii of beipg able p fay, jhat you havie^re-r 
garded their inclinations, and their liberty. 

Since Providence has glv^i you wealth, yon 
flxould fuppprt ypur ioas according to thei;- con- 
dition; letting them, howeycr, always feel fome 
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Wants, and keeping them always within th& 
bounds of moderation, to teach them, that this 
life is not the ftate of our happinefs, and that 
the higher they are raifed, the lefs ought fhey: 
to become proud. Take care to . give them 
money, that they may learn from yourfelf not 
to become mifers, and that they may have it 
in their power to aflift the unfortunate. It will 
be proper to' obferve, with your own eyes, the 
ufe they make of it ; and if you find them ad- 
difted either to avarice or prodigality, you 
ihould leffen their allowance. 

Laftly, my dear and refpeftable friend, attend 
more to the hearts than the underflandings of 
your fons : if the heart is good, all will go welL 
Circumftances muft teach you how to govera 
them; you fhould appear fometimes indulgent, 
at other times fevere, but always juft and can- 
did. Thofe young people who will not be wife, 
are diftrcffed when they are reproved with a 
fpirit of equity, becaufe they find, againft their 
inclination, they cannot reply. 

Leave them a liberal freedom, fo that their 
father's houfe may not be their laft choice ; it 
is neceffary that they flioilld be happier there 
than elfewhere, and find thofe pleafures which' 
may reafonably be expeftcd from a parent, 
who, though a friend to order, is indulgent 
from affeftion. 

May God heap his bleffings upon them ! — . 
The education which you will give them muft 
bloffom to eternity. There it is that parents 
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reap the (ruit of the good ad^p^jcc Apj have 
given to their children, and that wpnh]^ fathers 
find themfelve$ with Uieir worthy fpp^, (o be 
fpr ever bappiy* 
Aug. i6, 17$). 



LETTER X. 

WHAT has been ftid with regard to |hc 
peribn in queftion, is only founded 09. ^^ 
and malice. Is there a man in office o^ a, 
man who hath written, that has not eneqiies? 
^ibels and &tires make an impreffion only upon 
weak heads ; and you will ohferve,. that the 
moft vicioui and fpotted charafters ,are ^w?^ys 
moft ready to believe calumny,- and 0iew the 
greateft reluftaace to fee thofe whom they have 
offended. 

Prejudice, however, is fo common, that 
many recommendations are wanted to deter- 
mine a man in office in fsur.our of any pcrfon; 
but there needs one word only to make him 
change, or to provoke him. . This is the 
ftrpngeft proof of the depravity of the humaa 
heart. 

We ftiould be obliged to fee nobody, were 
"We to (hut, our doors againft all who have been 
ill fpoken of- We ought to be tery ^arcfti 
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to avoid judging raihiy. It » (hameful to pafir 
fcntence againft our bf ptlier^ ^h^n wc have not 
fufficient proofis to accu£; him. 

Many think they ougHt pio\ifly to ghrc crc* 
4it to all the evil which is fpglcen pf their neigh- 
bour. They pretend to be ignorant th«^t Gqd 
bath e^prefsly commanded us not to judge, left 
vre be judged; and that it is l^fs criminal x^ 
his eyes, to comnait faults which we repent of, 
than to accufe our brethren yafhly. 

The firft rule of Chriftian chsu-ity . is to be-.; 
lieve no ill, if we have not feen it.; and not to. 
publifh it, if we have f<peQ it... Beii^e^? if he 
whom they WP^ld prevent you from ieqiAg, 
feeks the fociety of good people, it is a propf 
he is not inch ^ libertine as they pretend, or 
that he is inclined tot r^foifQiu. Peifh^ps his fal^ 
vation depends \^K>i^ the good. example yqa, 
will fet \m } therefor^ J Wonl4. not h^ve y9Ai 
rejed^him.^ , . : . 

Charity does not judge lik« the world \ be- 
caufe the world almoft never fails to judge 
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LETTER XL 

IHE giving of alms is not fufficient to pleafe 
God, for charity extends over all ; you fiiould 
not opprefs your tenants, nor molcft your vaf- 
fals : they who with the greateft feverity cxaft 
trifles, which they ought to defpife, have not 
a proper fenfe of religion. Chriftianity is un- 
acquainted with that fordid intereft which is 
attentive to little things ; and they have only 
the bark who arc always upon the vratch with 
their tenants, for fear of being cheated. The 
heart is become too earthly, when it is over- 
anxious about worldly matters. 

Why torment yourfelf fo foHcitoufly about 
the things that perifli? The kingdom of Jefus 
Chrift fhould have worlhippers in fpirit and in 
truth, whofe hearts arc not contiafted by a 
fclf-interefted conduft, and views merely carnal. 

I am troubled when 1 fee people of fortune 
living in dread of want, and, though very rich, 
often much more attached to a dirty piece of 
gold than a poor labourer would be. 

I dare add. Sir, that all your works of de- 
votion will be abfolutely ufekfs, if you do not 
ctetach yourfelf entirely from the things of this 
world ; and ceafc to be the tyrant of your 
debtors, by a greedinefs after riches. It is 
better to forego a right, than to recover it by 
oppreffion. The fpirit of jufticc, which you 
plead in your favour, has no connexion with 
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continual diftrufl) with apprehen{ion$ about fu* 
ture want, and freqiient wranglings. ^ 

If there are Tome difputes between you an4 
yovir tenants^ iettle them piore to tjbteir ad^ajQ-^ 
tase .tha^n yovr ow^b ; it is QonfoiroiWc to c^ 
advice of Jeibs Chriil, who orders jas, if t}i^, 
afk our cloak, to give our coat alfo. ^I y.o^t, 
iuj;>erJQluities, and pven a par^t of yoi^r Heceflarii^^ 
on urgent occailQ|«$» belong ^ the poor; jfo th^^ 
you will bf guilty if yo» ^ccvrnvkf^* Jk^ 
are harih triubs^ but tt^ law yn» Jt^i^i 9^49 
bymc. ...; 



■ ./ 
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AT fight, of the ideas, with which you hiav* 
$lled the work whicli ypu have co^iiQiUpedted 
tp me, roy tjiouglif^ opojn that fobjeft were 
rpufed, ^nd, a^^prdipg (o my j|endef abiljcif$|i 
I formed ^^ jj^a, of man, fuch 4s h^ 139 ?|id: 
fucih as he pught tp b^. | fee hiin at 09$ Md; 
due fame time, fo little, and fo grc9t { (o we3k#: 
and fo flropg j that I have been iat pfice, bpch 
vain and excciGyely hymbled. 

Man prefents him.lelf uQder fp siaiiy 4i4i^rmt> 
afpe^> he unites fq many contr^iiSlipnBy tbftt 
he muft neceifarjly appear tp ^ ^ creatvure ^n^ 
tirely celeftial, pf ,^ >eing gfttirdy mmdla Bjr. 
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his foul, he ftands in the nioft glorious and inti- 
mate relation to the Deity. By his body, in 
the moft humbling and moft ftriking manner 
doth he participate in Jion-cntity. In the firft 
view, he is a light which delights by its purity; 
in the fecond, a night which terrifies by its 
darknefs. 

Chriftianity, fecure from every deflruftivc 
fhoal, by always keeping a juft medium, points 
out to us man upon earth, and in the bofopa of 
God, as in a double centre, whence wc iffucd, 
and to which we muft return. 

The looks which every infant raifes to hea- 
ven from the moment of its birth, the tears 
with which it bedews its cradle, in a flriking 
manner prove its origin to be at once .terrct 
trial and divine. If its foul^ like a budding 
flower, expands by infenfible degrees,, the rca- 
fon is, that it depends upon a body fluggifh 
in its progreffions. 

At laft, the time comes when reafon pierces 
its way, and at firft is only a, fpark> , wlxjch. 
either kindles a deftruQIve uBmCyor produfca 
a lively and beneficial light, according to tHc 
manner in which it is guided^ ^nd ; the >obj[<:^ 
to which u is attached. I fp^ak here ot .ijuf 
^affibns, the appetites, and education,, .whictij 
are fp inany influeqces afting upon ijoau^ ^with 
differept degrees /of ' vigoui*. If. fcpfiJiJc; things, 
acquire dominion over him, he becomes the. 
njifcrable Have of every furrounding objeA ; if 
6iivi€ contrary, he be governed by fpiritual 
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things, he is monarch of himfelf, and his rea-^ 
fon ihines forth in all its luftre. Then God 
always appears prefent to him, and the crea-^, 
tures are in his eyes only peri{hable bleiUngs, 
which he muft ufe as if he ufed theni not. 

We ought to regard, as a particular bleffing 
of Providence, the happinefs of being born un- 
der a government which reftifies our thought^, 
and in the bofom of a family which inftruAs us 
in the principles of virtue. 

One thing is certain, that every man, in 
whatever region he may be born, owes a duty 
to God, to his neighbour, and to his country; if 
he be only a private citizen, he ought to ftrivCji 
by his labour and his talents, to render himfel^ 
ufeful to the community. ' ^ 

If of an elevated rank, he owes a tribute tot 
the pubiick, which mult be paid, either by hi% 
application to affairs, or by his beneficience. 
' The man converfant with himfeff, lives al- 
moft perpetually in an enemy's country; b9il-. 
ing blood, a wandering imagination, contradic- 
tory delires, fiery jpamons, raifc an intelliiii^, 
war, often ^attcndid with fad coiifequences. 

He who^ tfefires to guide himfelf by . the' 
niles ., of wifdom, mud pafs his life in a. coh-J 
tmual ftrugglc ; for in us there are two men, 
the terreftrial and the fpiritual, who are inccf- 
fantly at war, and agree only when enlightened 
reafon is the pilot} and an upright heaft the, 
helm. 



Eacli of us ought to crdft a throne tS6 the 
l)city^ in His own heart ^ otherwife it becomes 
» ch&os, without order or fyminctry. 

The foul, fiin^ounded by the fenfe^, rcfemblc^ 
a king cndirdcd' by hi* guards ; but if this fcn- 
tinel fufFers himfclf to be forced^ add* be not 
attentive tt> rcpulfe thofe vices that would^ ufurpf 
the fbvereignty, and make themfelv^ i&afteni 
of the place, then doth nlaii groan in the mod: 
cruel anarchy. 

Hence comes it, that materialifts ixxd vicioiu 
itien are fo numerous. The germ of immor- 
tiflility ischoak^d, and the foul is ilttfct-ly difrc- 
gkrded, while they blindly follow the tofrciit 
of the paflions. In vain doth (he: employ the 
Voice of her faithful monitor, confciettce. They 
withdraw from her the obedience \^hich is her 
due ; and openly treat as a chimera, that purely 
intellieRual ftibftance, which may bfejuftiy called' 
tlie mother of our thoughts, of otir realonings, 
and our affeftibris. 

It was neceflary that man (hould be at the 
feme tlrtie' terrcftrial and fpirltual, in order to 
anfwelr bis deftitiation^ according 'to flie ^ill of 
the ■ Dfeity. Without a bbdy he could not have 
enjoyed the material world, of which he -^ras to 
be aii inhabitant ; without a foul, ht wduld haVe 
b^ett'iiicapable of the knowledge and pofftf- 
llon df ' his Gr^tor*. ' As a mfeed tieing, hfe is' 
at- oAfc' fubordiiiate to* the deincht^, aild Su- 
perior to the univerfe. 
• ' "' Without 
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Without man, the earth is only a vaftdefart; 
let us give it a jufter epithet, it is only a grave : 
it requires his hand for its cultivation; his fo- 
ciety to be inhabited ; fo that, virith reafon (he 
looks up to him as her mafter and fovereign. 
Accordingly flie is attentive to acknowledge his 
fupremacy and his care, by offering him, accord- 
ing to the courfe of the feafons, the moft beau- 
tiful flowers, and the moft excellent fruits. 

The misfortune is, that this man, whom the 
earth obeys as her king, leaves marks of his 
crimes and errors ; there is no country which 
has not been bedewed with bloodflied, by 
hatred or fanaticifm, by love or ambition. The 
virtues have never appeared in the world but 
like flaflies of lightning, which (hine and dif- 
^ppear in the bofom of the ftorms. 
. Yet, perhaps, man is not fo malignant as Is 
imagined: idlenefs leads him into more excefles 
than perverfity. Opportunities of doing mif- 
chief rife in crowds round the man who is un- 
employed ; I pretend not to paint man fuch as 
he is, but I have faid enough to give a juft 
idea of him, and oblige him to own, that when 
he unites himfelf to God, he is a whole, but 
when feparated from him, nothing. 
. Reafon, without religion, like thofe lumjlnoug 
exhalations which rife in the bofom of night, 
enlighten only to guide to the brink of fomc 
precipice. This age offers the moft forrowful 
examples of it! This age, which, nothwith- 
ftandipg the wit and knowledge with which it 
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is decorated, feems to forget God bimfelf, in 
order to puifue and adore phantoms. 

Great part of mankind are mere abortions; 
they cither cramp their heart by attaching it 
only to periihable obje£b, or flifle their mider* 
Handing by employing it only in ofelefs pur-, 
fuits. Even the moft fublime fciences arc be- 
low the dignity of our fouls^ if they lead us 
not up to the Deity, their principle and end. 

Thefe misfortunes have their fource in man's 
not being fu£5ciently fenfible of the excellence 
of his foul, in his placing his vanity in what 
can only humble him, in his being defiled with 
the fpots of fin. Death, which awaits him from 
the moment of his entrance into the world, can 
alone make him perfedly comprehend the im- 
portance of rifing above all objeds of fenfe; 
but death warns us not of our errors, until the 
time for correfting them is no more. We ima- 
gine ourfelves flill in our cradle while he is 
opening our tomb, and cafling us into it in the 
midfl of our projefts. It is inconceivable with 
what a rapid courfe the moments flow from 
our birth to our death. I compare them to a 
flafh of lightning, which ifTues from a cloud, 
again to enter its bofom; fo that, in a figura- 
tive fenfe, we may fay man is bom, and dies in 
the fpace of a fmgle day. His birth is the 
dawn, his infancy the morning, his manhood 
the meridian, and his death the evening. Then 
all obje^ls really difappear from him, and eter^ 
aal night overwhelms him in darknefs } unlefs 
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he be illuminated by that uncreated light with 
which the juft fliall be filled. 

This great objeft man ought to keep incef- 
fantly in view; if he would be what he ought, 
let him reprefent to himfelf Death, holding the 
fatal urn, in which all generations are reducc4 
to duft. This is the fpeftacle on which we muft 
fix our eyes, if we would live like Chriftian 
philofophers. Thus man, here below, is only 
a fliadow, which muft pafs away ; if we would 
entertain a high idea of him, he muft be con- 
templated in eternity. It is, doubtlefs, a more 
glorious objeft than the firmament itfelf, to be- 
hold at its birth and its death that worm, called 
man, pafs even into the bofom of God, at the 
moment when the earth crumbles under his 
feet, and a temporal life is taken from him, 
that it may make room for one entirely divine. 

It is aftonifhing that this man, brought into 
the world for fo great purpofes, fhould be fa 
incurious to know them, and fhould incor- 
porate himfelf with the vileft and moft worth- 
lefs objefts, while he is expefted in another 
world to be effentially united with the Deity 
himfelf* 

I am fenfible that the night of the grave is 
a chaos which we cannot unravel while we laur 
guiih in this valley of tears. '. 

It is a gulph in which all our reafon is loftj 
and virhich to us will be v for ever unknown tiU 
feen. Every time we fefe a man difappear, to 
go into the region of the dead, we^ooght to be 
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aflured that then all the faculties of his foul ac- 
quire an aftivity which ferves to make him feel, 
in an incfiable manner, his eternal happincfs or 
mifery. Man paffes into the other life as he 
came into this, without knowing in what coun- 
try he is landed. 

When we have loft fight of this world, to 
which we were accuflomed, another prefents 
itfelf, but fo extraordinary and fo fublime, as 
to bear no relation to the prefent. 

In vain do we apply to the fciences, to raifc 
us to the uncreated being. This life, properly 
fpeaklng, is only the life of the body, fo fevere 
is the tyranny of our appetites and of our 
wants, but the future life is entirely that of the 
foul. There will it bk)irom, as in its proper 
foil ; it will no more be clogged with a mafs 
of flefti, which retarded all its operations, and 
fo confounded it with terreftrial objefts, that 
we would have fuflfered ourfelves to be capti- 
vated by them, had not care been taken to 
filence the paflions. Thus muft wc re-unite 
the prefent with the future, the earth with 
htaven ; in a word, this world with the other, 
in order to be thoroughly acquainted with 
man ; for, in faft, he fo appertains to the pre- 
fent and the future life, that we only have a 
Ihadow of him. if we do not follow him beyond 
the tomb. There he is expefted, that he may 
come to the full knowledge of his greatnefs ; 
and there he will fee himfclf like a new Phce- 
mKy rife refplendent from his aihes ^ then will 
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lie learn, that his deftiny was to live in the 
Being of Beings. 

Were man attentive to contemplate himfelf 
here below, in the view of what 'he is to be at 
his death ; he would wifli to hear frequent mcn^ 
tion made of that happy mon^ent when he ihali 
be ftripped of this mifcrable life, which retards 
his glory and felicity. 

Death, from which wc have fo great aver- 
lion, is notwithftanding the brighteft and moft 
glorious moment to man, if while on this earth, 
he hath, faithfully fulfilled his taik according to 
the laws prefcribed by religion. I form to my- 
felf the good man, in his dying moments, like 
the fun, which, after being covered by a thick 
cloud, at lait pierces through the fliades and 
mifts, and (hines forth with double luftre. The 
wants and paiCons of this life are fo many 
clouds which darken us, and hide even from 
our ownr eyes our dignity and our faculties* 

I am not furprized, that to the Chriflian 
philofophers, death was a continual fubicft of 
meditation. When rightly viewed, it offers to 
mankind nothing but what is great, nothing 
but what is cheering. But we judge of it only 
by the fepulchral horrors ; that is, by what has 
a relation folely to our body, and then it ap- 
pears to us the moft frightful fpeftacle. 

This occafioned the faying of Sir Charles 
Borromeo, ^ That if death was the body's 
* enemy, it was the fouFs good friend, and 
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* that man did not underftand his own interefls 

* when he did not wifli for it.* 

Ought that moment, which will crown us 
with glory and happinefs, to be an objeft of 
our hatred ? The body is a frail building, which 
muft neceflarily be demoliibed, that the foul 
may fly to its centre. It is like thofe fcaffolds 
which architefts ufe for the conftruftion of a 
palace, but which they remove when the pile 
is completed. 

It is not tO/be doubted, that the reproaches 
of confcience ordinarily give rife to this excef- 
five fear of death. Doubtlefs it is awful by 
reafon of the ever infcrutable judgments of 
God ; but he is mercy itfelf. He ddireth not 
the death of a fmner, and aflures us that, when 
we return fincerely to him, he will forget all 
our iniquities, were they numerous as the fand 
of the fea. 

In the eyes of faith, death, far from being 
the deftruftion of man, is a fccond creation 
much more wonderful than the firft; becaufe, 
inftead of thofe miferies with which we have 
been befet from our binh, we ftiall find, in 
dying, confolations, and bleffings * Which the 

* eye hath not feen, nor the ear heard, nor 

* hath it entered into the heart of man to con- 

* ceive/ 
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LETTER XIII. 

YOU have often folicited me to compofe a 
Treatife on the Church ; but, terrified by the 
boundlefs extent of the fubjeft, I drop the 
pencil from my hands every time I attempt to 
iketch that magnificent pifture. 

When I refleft that God himfelf, by his 
word and fpirit, has begotten the church, in 
order to make of her a fecond heaven, much 
more luminous than the firft; and has given 
her his glory and holinefs, to ferve as a guiding 
light through all ages and nations. I feel my 
courage forfake me, . and my very exiftence ab- 
forbed in gratitude and adoration. This church 
we ftiall not know perfeftly till we are in the 
bofom of God, from whom fhe is an emanation, 
and to whom, as to her fupreme happinefs, Ihc 
inceflantly tends. The world is ^ veil here 
below, which hides from us her brightnefs; 
and it muft neceflarily be rent and difappear, 
that we may behold that divine church in all 
her beauty and all her in^menfity. How many 
men, powerful in word and in deed, between 
Adam and the laft of men, who (hall complete 
the myfterious ring in' which will be compre- 
hended all the celeftial fpirits and all the faints! 
This is, truly, that innumerable multitude men- 
tioned in the Apocalypfe, which John faw in 
the midit of an ineffable rapture. 

In 
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In a mylUcal fenfe, the church is an exaft 
counterpart of the material world ; fhe is con- 
tinually vivified by a central and divine fire-, 
enlightened by a fun, even in the middle of the 
night; endowed with a fertility which makes 
her bud and bring forth fruit for time and foi: 
eternity : watered with a miraculous dew, by 
which, like nature, Ihe is at once embellilhed 
and refrefhed : fhe has her diamonds, her pearls^ 
her metals, her plants, her flowers. 

« All the works of God are connefted by fo 
clofc relations, in fuch perfeft harmony, that 
the corporeal aids the fpiritual, the vifiWe is 
united with the invifible, in order to fbrm a 
whole, which bleflfcs its Creator, and proclaims 
his excellence and majefty. 

Every private perfon in the church has his 
peculiar opinions with regard to religion, every 
left its charafteriftick doftrine ; but in the holy 
fociety, there is only (me faith ^ <me fahoaim^ 
9t^ baptifm. 



LETTER XIV. 

Written in illnefs to a Friend* 

I AM truly very ill, but what comforts me 
is, that it is not of my own feeking, for I al- 
ways thought, that every man ftould be care- 
ful of his health. 

^ Ignorant 
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Ignorant devotion will not agree in this truth ; 
however, there is no doubt, that by deftroying 
the fprings of life, we put it out of our power 
to difcharge our duties. 

Sicknefs, when it is not an efFcft produced 
by fome excefs, but is fent direftly from God, 
is the moft proper penitence to expiate our fins 
and errors. It fcatters a wholefome bittemefs 
over the pleafures of this life ; it (hades the 
objefts which feem to dazzle us; it infenfibly 
detaches us from whatever is mortal, and makes 
us familiar with death. 

I have never been fo fenfible of my own in- 
fignificance, as fince the beginning of my ill- 
nefs; I have feen that my body is only an edi- 
fice which tumbles to pieces when leaft cx- 
pefted. Sometimes my diforder is acute, and 
fometimes it feems to deep, but it is only to 
wake with double violence. 

Man, from the moment of his birth, becomes 
expofed to all kinds of infirmities and accidents, 
and may look upon every thing around him as 
the immediate caufe of his ruin. When the 
body becomes weak, the foul (hould feem to 
leave it to be united more clofely with God, 
which is the only means of rifmg fuperior to 
pains and fufferings, for all polfible happinefs is 
to be found in God, 



LETTER 



.( 214 ) 



LETTER XV. 

YOUR correfpondent is now reduced to a 
ftate of great weaknefs, and employing his 
emaciated fingers in writing to you. Had I 
viewed only the glory of this world, I would 
have faid to death, when he prefented to me 
the cup of bitternefs, Let that cup pafs from me. 
But happily my thoughts were entirely taken 
up with heaven, and I exclaimed to myfclf. How 
p leafing is this cup ! 

It is certain that in the eyes of feith there is 
no greater blefling than to unite ourfclves to 
death, before he flrikes the laft blow. Since 
I feel him^ within me, and draw him in with my 
breath, he feems difarmed of his terrors, and 
while my days diminilh, they become more va- 
luable, by bringing me nearer to eternity* 

Here the violence of my pains obliges me to 
lay down my pen — I know not when, or if ever 
I fhall refume it. 

A moment's eafe, after feven days and nights of 
continual pain, puts the pen again into my hand. 
One thing comforts me, that by the favour of 
heaven my mind acquires ftrength as my body 
decays, and there is only one thing that gives 
me real afHiftion. I have not done all the 
good I ought to have done, for which reafon 
I earneftly intreat jou to pray to God, that 
he would pardon me, and deign to accept my 

fmaU 
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fmall remains of life, as an expiation for my 
fms. 

I die as I lived with gratitude to all who have 
done me fervice, and always your friend. — For- 
get me in the fight of men, before whom I (hall 
foon be only a portion of duft, but remember 
me before God, in whom I have refted all my 
hope, that I may not be covered with confufion 
in eternity. 

It has been his will to (hew me, in a dreadful 
manner, the nothingnefs of grandeur, even 
when I was furrounded with it, by mixing for 
me a cup of gall and wormwood. Bleffed be 
his name. 

If I have not the confolation of feeing you 
here, I fhall expeft you in eternity, where I 
hope we fhall enjoy the invaluable blefling of 
meeting again in God, who will then be our 
univerfe, our element, and our life. 

This 26th of Auguft, 1774. 



FINIS. 
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